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iv PREFACE. 

Osqht we not to g-i bluQiing, afhamed and deep- 
ly humbled en many accounts, and particularly for 
our inc. latitude tor redeeming. love, that love -which 
fijfetb ksisUdfe/ and for our contempt of God's 
unspeakable gift, the greatefl fin in the woild ; yt.i, 
we sliould go wandering that we are out of hell ; for 
many Vhoufcnds ate burning there, who have not 
finned fo rftinouily, in making light of precious Quilt 
as we have done. 

Moreover, reader, confider, if you go U this W 
dinance u r. prepared! y , or with indifference, you not 
only make light of the Lord Jefus Chrift, but you 
are g'tiliy o] the body and blood of the hard, i Cor. 
si. 27. Surely that word may csufe you to quake 
and tremble; blood guiltiness of any fort ia a dread- 
ful fin, and efpecially to be guilty of the blood of 
the Lord. Murder is a fin that cries for vengeance 
on the actor, and gives Gad no reft till he punilh it, 
Gen iv. 10. The voice cflby brother's blood criclb 
tome from tie earth. If it be a crying fin to inur- 
dtr a common perfon, what mul> it be to murder ■ 
ting' Wh'i tan firetcb forth bis band againfi the 
Ltrd's anointed, and be guiltless f 1 Savt. xxvi.jo. 
O tl.cn what a crime it mull be to murder the e- 
ternal Son of God, who is thy exalted King, thy ever- 
lifting Father, thy dear Redeemer, and tby G»d. who 
gave thee a being! Child murder is a heinous crime, 
but what Chrifl-murdtr is, no tongue can tell. If 
on him that flew Cain (that wicked man) vengeance 
liwuld be taken feven fold, what vengeance will be 
t-tkrn on biin that crucified afrefli the Lnrd of glory? 
This "lonfideration (hould make all of us afraid of 
1 -i~:/e/l and unworthy communicating. 
ft »v could commtinicate wordvuv, wwAVa 
r:., lr .fi. „„ r „„r,. /■„,. ,k- i:r*«t «**<*. Yut »\tol» 
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incerity of grace, but Iikcwife for the acYive "and 
rigorous exercife of grace. So that a believer 
limfelf doth not eat and drink worthily, unlefs the 
apace that is in him be excited and exercifed at 
this ordinance.-— .There muft be not only faith in 
:he truth of it, but there mud be faith in realizing, 
applying) appropriating, and making ufe of Chrift's 
feath and put chafe in. this ordinance.— Not only 
mud there be a difpofition of the foul to be humbled 
for (in, but there muft be a&ual mourning and 
melting of heart for 'fin, and for particular fins, 
when we look on him we have pierced by them.— 
Not only muft there be a principle of love to 
Chrift, but alfo an exciting of love to flame out to 
Chrift, who loved us and gave himfelf for us* 

Worthy communicating being a work of fuch 
importance, the following fcriptural meditations 
and advices are humbly offered to cbriftians, as an 
help in their preparations for it. Reading and 
thinking much on the fubjects here propofed, may, 
thro' God's bl effing, be uleful to promote their ha- 
bitual preparation for the holy fupper.— Chriflfls 
body and blood herein exhibited are pure and holy 
tilings, and fhould be received in prepared and 
cleaufed hearts. His body never faw corruption 
in the grave, nor will be mixed with it in hearts 
where corruption is allowed. It lay in the- virgin's 
womb, and in the virgin's fepulchre, and will ftill 
be entertained in virgin fouls and affecYions ; in 
hearts purified and confecrated to God. In theft* 
Chrift ehufes to refide, and not in thefe*where fi 1 
and the world, with the lufts thereof, are haxV\«V3i>* 
cd. ©h, had we grace to maintain aw& cYwrv^v^-^ 
fer of Cod, and the /ove of Ghn& Yi^vom^ ^ 
u/rfouh, we might, without much ^ttW^ ^ 
fred /or coming to him at his tab\e. - 
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« Did we always bear in our minds, that fj 

mental occafions are folemn appointments, 
Betbel-xntethigs with God, for renewing covei 
and entertaining fellow fhip and communion 
j him, we would guard more againft formality ci 

j ing in upon us in our preparations tor, and in 

attendance upon this ordinance, than, alas ! wc 
| Oh, fuch formality will provoke the mafter ©£ 

folemn feafts to withdraw from them, and 
what poor, dry, melancholy and lifelefs tilings 
■[ they be ? What are facraments without fch 

| ' prefence in them ? O let us never be fatisfied 
1 communion fabbaths, without communion with C 

in them. , 

On the other hand, if we would keep up c 
j munion with Chrift'ia thele ordinances, let us 

j ware of relying on our previous paius or prep 

Itions, either for our right performing of bur d 
j or for our acceptance in it s for we are never r 

! i ready to mifcarry and to be difappointed, i 

when we are guilty of this refting. Sundry gi 
the Lord's table with great humiliation fcr lin, 
\et come awav without comfort: Why? bee 
they make a Chrifr of their lorrow, ■ O \\ 
worth can we fie in our btft preparations, * 
ftflions, prayers, tears, humiliations, &c. it* we c 
pare them with the law of God ? We have n 
, caufe to be afhamed of them, than to lay any [\ 

• on them. Could we renounce all felf-confidc 

and difejaira all our provitjon in point of dej 
dence, Itnd caft ourfelves wholly on Chrilt 
. . flrength, through-bearing, and acceptance, we w< 

y Aive better fuccefii at the Lord's table than conin 

Jy we have* 

Wc are never wore fit for this \\o\v vAAc % 
"w* lye arc moa humbJecij ^ ^ft ^ M 
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ourfelves on account of our unfitnefs for this folemn 
occafion ; and we are never lefs fit, than when we 
think ourfelves moll fit and prepared for the duty. 
A holy deuiednefs to all felf-fufRciency, and a deep 
fence of unworthinefe and unfitnefs, is the bed pre* 
paration we can attain to for this folemn ordinance. 
Let us ipake boly David our pattern, when going to 
partake, Psal, lxxi. 16. I will go in tbeflrengib $f 
the Lord G$d ; I will make mention oftby righte- 
ousness, even of tbine only. ■ ■ And let uar pray 
with the fpjufe, Cant. it. i 6. Awake, north wmtf, 
end come thou souths blow upon my garden, tbat 
jl % c spices thereof may flow out* Amen. 

Dundee, Auguft, 1747* 
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PREFACE. 



THE eternal Son of God, when taking his 
leave of an ungrateful world, inftttuted the fa- 
tcranent of the suffer, as a lively refemblance and 
memorial of his Woody fufferings and death i»i the 
room of his people ; aad alfo to be a bright and laft- 
ing evidence of the amazing love of God t&e Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, to perifhing (inners. 

As God once.fent his Son into the world in a 
lewly habit, clothed with human flefti to fave tin- 
ners ; f© now he fends him in an homely drefs, cloth- 
ed with 'the elements of bread and wine, to allure 
us of his love, and to engage us to come to him* 
Kings expeft that their children will be refpe&ed, 
tho' their officers be neglected. Surely (faith God) 
Vbey will reverence my Sin : they will make him 
welcome and hearken to him. 

In this mod auguft ordinance of the new tefta- 
mentj the Great God approaches very near to us 3 and 
<we to hire ; and yet it is to be deeply regretted, that 
many who prefefs to believe this, come to it with 
fo little thought and preparation, and with fo much 
indifferency and careleflhefs of fpirit. Oh, (hall we 
adventure fo near the Great God, who is infinitely 
holy^ in whofe fight the heavens are not pure, and 
the bright feraphims do gather in their wings, and 
account themfelves as little flies befote Vv\to\ K*& 
lhall we, who are creatures fo mean v\^ fo V-fcfc^ 
circlets and unconcerned, when \*e mate x\\e ti««k 
approach to this grett and holy GoA> ^nax Hi* 
nukepn thjs Cide heaven ! 



XXII* Luke vi. iu The bleflednefs of true fp 
tual hunger, with the good things provided to 
the hungry ' 3 

XXIII. Psal. cvii. 2. Redeemed fouls are under f 
cial obligations to give thanks, and fing praife 
their Redeemer 2 
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SACRAMENTAL 

MEDITATIONS 



SCRIPTUEE-TEXTS. 



MEDITATION I. 

From Heb. xi. 7. 

aitb Noah prepared an ark to the saving of 

bis bouse. 

'HO' the flood that drowned the old world was 
at many years di fiance, yet Noah was moved 
fear at God's warning him of it, and prepared an 
>r his fafety : And (hall not, unconverted unbeliev- 
inners, who have a far more terrible flood threat* 
igainft them, and may be only a few days dik 
take warning and provide with all fpeed for their 
y } . — Oh I mall 1, a wretched guilty finner, take 
while I am within the flood-mark of God's wrath, 
lot arife in time to provide an ark to flee to for 
Tirety ?— But O good news i I have not the ark 
ovide, it is prepared to my hand : GwL* vfc\vva» 
te wifdom and pity hath made, \«A^ «fc «\ 
ago for loft /inners of AdarrCs x*x& to to x« 
low it is completely furmfoed *aud fov\ft«»> " 
ngs sire ready 9 £0 that I have ntitatafc v> &c 
' take pofieffion. 



14 A crucified Jesus, 

O what had become ©f me, and other perifhing 
finners, had we the ark to build for ourfelves ? Nay, 
the whole creation had not been able or fufficient foi 
this purpofe. How foon would the raging flood ol 
divine wrath fweep away all the arks of men 01 
angels building ! But, thanks be unto God for ever, 
for the excellent we'll built ark of God's devifing, 
for the many fpacious rooms and fafe lodging places 
within it, for the fuitable accommodation and plen- 
tiful provifion laid up therein, and for the door open- 
ed in the fide thereof for perifhing fouls to enter by. 
—The falvation of finners by a crucified Cbrifly is 
a well ordered fcheme, a beautiful contrivance I Blef 
fed be the infinitely wife contriver for it* I fee all 
things in Chrift crucified neceffary for me ; He is 
made of God to men, ivifdom, rigbteoufnefs, fanSlh 
fication, and redemption* There is in him infinite 
wifdom to guide me, a fpotlefs righteoufnefs to co- 
ver me, precious blood to wafh me, the Holy Spi- 
rit to lancYify me, bis good word to direct me, hi: 
juft laws to govern me, and his infinite fulnefs tc 
fupply all my needs : Safe and hfppy then would J 
be, were I found in him* O that, upon trial b) 
fcripture-marks, I could conclude myfelf to be with 
in the ark, to wit* a crucified Jefus I 

Can 1 fay, I have been, warned ot God, and mov- 
ed with fear, to fly to this ark ? Have I difcoverec 
my (helterlefs ftate by nature, the waves and bit 
lows of wrath riling and rolling againft me ? Have 
I feen my own inability t*> provide an ark for my- 
felf, and the excellency and fitnefs of the ark o 
God's providing ? Have I been made willing to a 
handon a)) faJfe arks, and carneftly inquilitive hov 
to get into the true, ark ? Have I beeu made willinj 
f u ^ e a, J appointed means for t\\\s er\&> \o \tv 
***r, meditate, piny, repent, beWeve, dfoj to c\v 
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up the fides of tke ark, and prefs to get in at the 
door thereof? Have I been willing to venture my all 
in the ark, like Noaby notwithstanding of the dis- 
couragements, feoffs and hatred of the world for fo do- 
ing ? Have I willingly acquiefced, weltered and lodg- 
ed my foal in God's ark, and been made to fay, This 
is my reft for ever > here wilt 1 dwell? Come what 
'floods will, ClqpJ} (hall be my ark, his righteousness 
alone my refuge and hiding place* 

Alas ! upon impartial fearch, have I not caufe to 
fear that 1 have not yet fled to the ark, but am (till 
expofed to the devouring flood ? and can I be eafy 
or quiet in fuch a cafe ? Can I forbear crying, What 
fhall I do to get into the ark Chrift ? nay, what 
would I not do to get into it ? Lord, what wouldft 
thou have me to do ? Wouldft thou have me to hum- 
ble myfelf, confels, mourn, part with fin, clofe with 
Chrift in all his offices? Prefcribe, Lord, what thou 
wilt, I will not fcruple what thou enjoined me, but 
obey thee without referve. I am reiolvecl upon it, 
whatever it coil me, that the felicitations of the flefh, 
the temptations of Satan> the feoffs, reproaches or * 
perfections of the world, fhall not flop me from fly- 
ing to the ark ; I would break through all thefe to be 
found in it. Lord, increafe and ftrengthen my faith 
for that end, and help my unbelief. 

O how fuitable is the ark of Chrift to my deftititte 
and miferable condition : In myfelf I want all things, 
but I fee fupply for all my wants in the ark* 1 am 
poor, but 1 fee gold in the ark te make me rich : I 
am wounded by fin, but I fee balm in the ark *ss 
heal my wounds : 1 am blind, but tYiere\i «.^\a&N«. 
in the ark to make me fee: I am penfhVng ^«\*3& V\xo 
ger, but I lee bread in the aril to &t\sfy xx\e • ^ * 
naked, but hi the ark there is Ti\n*fc T2LVK\etvX 
chthe me : I am polluted, but in the ark x\v^e 
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fountain to wafh me : I am expofed to more lerri. 
ble floods than Noab was, but I fee the ark Chrifl 
can fave me from them all. Ncab's ark faved htn 
only from a flood of water ; but the ark Christ favei 
from a flood of the curfes of the law, and the wratli 
of God, which will fweep away all the unbelieving 
world. This" flood rofe, fwelled high and dalhei 
furioufly again ft our ark ; but the ark was pre of a 
gainft it, and Iheltered all the eleftnvorld from the 
flood, fo that not one drop did light on : them.— C 
how excellent is this ark ! fork can fave me frorr 
being overwhelmed or carried away by any flofd. 
and particularly it can fave me from being carried 
away with a flood of Satan's temptations, wbicl 
fweeps away many ; or with a flood of indwelling 
corruption, with a flood of error, with a flocd of pro 
fanity, or with a flood of neutrality and icdifferenc) 
about fpiritual concerns; by which floods, multitude! 
are deftroyed. Let me then by faith fly to this blef 
fed ark* where all believers are preferved from thefc 
deftroying floods. Behold I run, I fly : May Jesta 
draw me, and help me in. 

Biefled for ever be the God of heaven, for provid- 
ing fuch an ark for fallen finners upon earth* I de« 
fire to count all things but lofs and dung, that 1 
may be found in this avk among the preserved it 
€brist JesuSy whom no flocd can reach. Howevei 
this ark be flighted by the world, I'll prize it above 
all things, and count them for ever happy who gfi 
into it, feeing God declares it, that there is no con 
demnation to thofe that are in Chrift Jefus. — r The 
ark was flighted by the old world, and Noab ridicul- 
ed for preparing it for himlelf and his houfe ; bui 
'* foon appeared chat Noab was the, vnMt toto \2wa 
Men Jived upon the earth. ¥ew tbete <w* mVi» « 
rcd ly hb &oab into the ark, at\c\ no Aovtat -w 
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reproached and mocked for their Angularity; tni* 
foon was the world perfuaded that they were the 
only wife and happy men in it. Better furely it was 
to have followed the tight perfons that went into 
the arjc, than to have joined tight millions of thofe 
who were drowned in the flood. Should I be fo 
foolifli as to follow the old world in undervaluing the 
ark, I mull lay ray account to be fimt out and per* 
i(h with them too : Wherefore I will not fear the 
reproach of men for being lingular in my efleera 0/ 
glorious Cbrift.— May I be numbered among that 4 
hippy company (however few they be) who love 
the Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity, and will blefs God 
eternally for providing this ark for drowning men 1 
May 1 be on* that will ever blcfi my lovely and lov- 
ing Jefus, that pitied me and took me in, when 
others were warned off from the fides of the ark, as 
adhering only to it by a dead and formal po fie Hi on ! 
May I be one that will ever fing to his praife, O a* 
mazing free love ! that pitied and diftinguifhed me, 
when the flood came ; that gracioufly drew and deter- 
mined me in fuch a manner, that 1 got into the ark 
and w?s fafe, when many others were.wa/hed eff and 
perifhed for ever ! 

MEDITATION II, 

From 2 Peter ii. 4. 

God spared not the angels that sinned 9 hit cast 

tbemdown to bell. 

T TOW admirable* free, and AVftVa^Axvcv^^ ^ 
JlJ Jove nf God to mankind um&tt*'\Tt y^l 
them in their low and loft eftate \ O Y*oni $w 

the wOa> *to> 



"ttecafe o£ fallen men upon the 
cafe ~* **/ M att £ cU in hcU> auA 
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* fouls there 1 Manna is rained down upon us, wbil 

*j: an eternal fhower of fire and brimftone falls dow 

: upon them* They are bound in chains of darkned 

whilft thou, Lord, art drawing us with cords c 

love. Thou didft not fpare angels, noi take on the! 

j nature ; but thou had fpared us, married our nature 

-\ and exalted it to the heavens. They continue witl 

iout hope under the deluge of God's*wrath, while th 
i pleafant rainbow of the lacrament appears to us, as 

token of God's covenant of grace, and of his willing 
nefs to fecure us from that overflowing %>od, by tb 
interposition of his dear Son in our nature. O hoi 
welcome fhould we make that gofpel-rainbow ! . 

Lcrd, thy wrath foon broke out again ft Che an 

gels that fell ; thou didft punifh them imrnediatel; 

upon their finning againft thee. Thou didft not wai 

for their repentance, nor make any offer of mere; 

to them ; but prefently upon their firft offence, didi 

condemn them to everlafting chains of darknefs. < 

how far different is thy manner of dealing with us 

Long haft thou waited npon us after we have finned 

yea, thou haft followed us with thy mercy after ms 

ny refufah of it, and even after our trampling th 

precious blood of Curift under our feet ! Marvellet 

and peculiar is thy mercy to fallen mefi in refpeft c 

fallen angels! Glory to fovereign free aiercy, tha 

thou didft not caft us out for ever without a parlej 

as thou didft them ; but waits to be gracious to ui 

long ftretching out thy hand, and calling us to repenl 

ance, faying, Turn ye % turn ye ; why will ye die 

Againft the finning angels God was fo provoked 

that he refolved within bimfelf, and bath kept his re 

Solution ever fince the beginning ot tire v*ou4^ to 

w/7/ keep it to all eternity, that be vf\\\ tvox. fo w» 

** enter into a parley with thefe cxe^twt^ Vk«if»t 

r orwus they once were, «or be Y«o»c\\ft& *» * 
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upon amy terms ; yea, that he will bear of no terms, 
bat will revenge himfelf u{v>n them to all eternity*— 
May not then tbe hearing of this,caufe us to quake and 
tremble ? for, why might not the Lord hare dealt 
with us in the fame manner, who were far more 
wretched and mtferable creatures than angels I Sore* 
ly if a king be fo angry with an offending nobleman^ 
that was once his fpechl favorite, as to banilh him 
from court, and afterwards hear of no terms of re- 
conciliation with him-— Would not a footman, or 
menial fervant, that had offended, when hearing or 
this, begin to dread, and lay, O what will become 
of me a poor man, when the king treats his peers fo 
feverely ? I may furely defpair of a remiffion or re. 
conciliation with him* So, in like manner, we poor 
clay worms, upon hearing of God's fe verity to fal- 
len angels, might have been overwhelmed with fear, 
if the bible had not told us, that the Son of God's 
delights were wit b tbe sons of Men; that verily be 
took not on b'm the nature of angels, but be took on 
Hm tbe seed of Abraham, Heb. it. 16. and that he. 
' gave htmfetf to be a {in-offering and facrifice for men! 
Aftonifhing news! Glory to God for thefe glad ti- 
dings of great joy ! 

O admirable love to Adam's rebellious offspring I 
Haft thou, Lord, paft by angeU, and remembered u* 
in our low efiate ! and in thy infinite companion be- 
come our furety to appeafe divine juftice for our 
heinous fins, when no other facrifice could do it i O 
what (hall we render to thee for this diftinguiffein^ 
love I Surely onr condition in Adam was wo tettsx 
tfesn that of the Angels who \e£t x\\e\x fo^ *^wcre.% 
Br nature we are in a moft Crea&ftA c*te^Vy»^ 
like Isaac,- bound on the aUarj to Vie tv focxWce, 

the Jaflke of God, and the fword 0$ VoKxcfe^. 

*>gn* the killing blow, until tte Sou oi Oo& * 
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ao Fallen mcnphied, ' 

▼cued bimfelf as the ttam caught in tbc thickets* and 
calling to juftice, hokTthy handy loofe them, and 
bind me in their room ; III be the facrifice for then* 
In cbooBng fallen men* and not angels, God jgave an 
amazing inftance of the fbvereignty of his grace* 
that he would be merciful to whom- he would be 
merciful; would pafs by the fuperbr nature, and 
choofe the inferior ; prefer vefTels of clay to vet 
fcls of gold ! What can we fay ? Nothing, bat 
wonder at Qod's free grace t— UnTpeakable lore! 
•Lord, it had been much if thou badft fro? ifcd .an 
angel to mitigate our fuflerings m hell, by giving 
us drops of water to cool, our tongue ; but that 
thou fhouldft have condefeended to come and change 
rooms with us, lye io hell for us, and fuffer the very 
pains and agonies due to us, is love tbat p*ss*$b 
knowledge, . • , i . 

Lord, when I confide? thy difUnguiming pity, and 
low floop, to purchafe and recover (belt, clods of 
earth and Go with thy blood and agonies, I am a* 
mazed at thy love, coafcuoded at my own bgrati* 
tude, and attained at the coJdneis and hanlneft of 
my heart ! Oh I was Chrift wilting to change rooms 
with the like of me, and (hall not I be willing te 
change rooms with him, and, at bis demand, to part 
with the # £ltby rags of my fins, and take on the robe 
of his righteoufneis ? €) 9 lhall not this amazing love 
of Chrift conftraio me to love htm again, and live to 
him tbat died for roe f (hall it not cooftrain me to 
think on him I conftrain me to dole with and traft in 
him ? cooAratn me to commend htm ? conftraui pie 
to hat* *nd avoid bis-enemy* fin 1 conftrain me to id- . 
f'erc to Ghrifc* trstfaf and wmymi tottttfcimm^s?t« 

c *0 firsilc, nod hoij?-&m\k\*gi i > :* --'A "**- 

**»-&Uen angels left* and fettft* *^\to&****- 

**■ be tbe «on*unen>ts> o£ free «r*** ^V*** 

' n ™— nhrcb ai^ela CdlfcoT-* ** 
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fay to this, but, even so t Father y for so it pleased 
thee; let thy fovereign free grace be the eternal 
fong of both men and angels. Not unto us, not 
unto us> but unto thy name be the glory,— -Blefled 
be God, that I hear this joyful found of reconciliation 
with fallen men, and of a treaty of peace carried 
on with them ; The Devils never heard; and never 
will hear fuch news— But oh, if 1 come not in, 
and accept of the terms and offers made to r*e in 
the gofpel, I'll put myfelf in a worfc cafe than the 
devils : For it cannot be charged upon fallen angels, 
as 011 fallen men, that God was willing to-be rtconciU 
ed to them, and they would not* Now then, when 
the gofpel treaty is proclaimed, God forbid I be 
found guilty of refuting his terms, (corning his offers, 
and defying his threatningt. O kovt jhall I escape, 
if I negleB so great and wonderful salvation as it 
tendered me ? Negleft it, Lord, 1 dare not, 1 will 
Hot. Lo, I come, 1 accept, 1 embrace, 1 take hold 
of thy covenant, and the feal of it tendered to me : 
I renounce the old covenant, I break league this day 
with all thy enemies, I proclaim war againft them t 
I clofe with Chrift Jefus, both as my righteoufnefc 
and my ftrengtb : 1 make a full and free furrentler 
and refignation of myfelf unto the Lord, to be his, 
and his only, in all I am, and in all I enjoy, to be 
ordered and difpofed of for his glory and fervice. 
Lord, I am thine ; I will not be my own, I will not 
be the world's, but I'll be thine, thine only, and 
thine wholly ; thine to love thee, ferve and obey 
thee without referve ; Since thou wouldft have no 
nature but mine, I will have no will but tt\vs«.» X. 
renounce my own wiJi, and take tVuue fot tptj v&&» 
Lord, 1 am thine, O fave thou me •, a*\& \ vr\\ Ooa»x 

forth thepnifos of free grace and redefc\n\Y\%\» N *^ a 

ever* jfmtiu 



2Z Gospel mercies 

MEDITATION III. 

From Psalm cilvin 20. 
He both not dealt so with any nation. 

THE nation of Israel was Angularly privileged 
above others ; they were taken into covenant 
with God, they had God's word and ordinances} 
the means of converfion and falvation ; they had the 
gofpel revelation, the knowledge and promifes of the 
MeJJiab. But we under the new teftament 

times, are yet more peculiarly privileged with 
clearer light and difcoveries of the MeJJiab than 
the nation of Ifrael had* They lived under a dark- 
er and harfher difpenfation of the covenant of trace 
by Mof$Sy whofe firft miracle was the turning of wa* 
Ur into blood ; but we live under the clearer and 
fweeter difpenfation of it by Chrift himfelf* whofe 
firft miracle was the turning of 'water Into wine, that 
cheers the heart. The nation of Ifrael were called 
a people near unto God ; but in gofpel-times we are 
allowed yet nearer act*fs to God, than they had-— 
The children of Ifrael were not allowed fo much as 
to touch the mount on which the. Lord came down ; 
the men of BetbJIjeme/b had not liberty to look into 
the ark, the place of his refidence : — But, behold, 
we are allowed to take a near view and Heady look I 
or a crucified Jefus in the facrament, who is tbe image ■ 
oftbeinvtfibleGod, the btigbtnefs of bis Father's 
glory 1 and tbe exprefs image of bis perfon. Yea, we 
have liberty not only to look to him, but alfo to 
touch him, handle his wounds, embrace his perlbn, and 
Jodge Aim in our hearts* 
Tfic advantage of a clear reve\a\\oii <rt * ctwi&- 
** Chrlfi in the gofpel-crfinances, vA vwwa^l 
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in the 'Lord's Supper, is an invaluable privilege. If 
the royal pfalraWc admired the divine goodnefs in 
caufing the fun, moon, and ftars to fliine in the fir- 
mament for man's behoof, and therefore cries, What 
is man? *bat God is thus mindful of him ? How far 
greater caufe have we to fay fo, when we obferve how 
God cau(e9 the Sun of righteoufnefs to fhine fo brightly 
io the firmament of gofpel ordinances, and the day 
fpringfrom on bigb to vipt us with the light of fa- 
ying Knowledge, and of eternal falvation thro' him ? 
Again, if the pfalmift exalts God's goodnefs, fo much 
in bis giving the beads of the field, fowls of the air, 
and fifties of the fea, - to be food for man ; what 
ground have we to admire and praiie God's infinite 
mercy, in giving us the flefti and blood of his own 
dear Son to preferve the lives of our fouls ? O what 
ra% gofpel-feafts are thefe which God allows us in 
the land wherein we dwell I And O how wonderful- 
ly are they preferved and continued with us, from 
time to time, by the miraculous working of God's 
mercy and power} while others are vifited with 
cleannefs of teeth, and a famine of the word of God* 
He hath not dealt with every nation as with us* 

And, Lord, how diftinguittung is thy goodnefs un- 
to me a mod unworthy creature ! By thy mercy I 
was born in a valley of vifion ; and I dwell in a 
JigUtforae Gofien, when multitudes of others, in pa- 
gan and popi& nations, are covered with Egyptian 
darknefs, and fit in the legion of the (hadow ot 
death* I hear heaven's free marked days of grace 
proclaimed, when others have *fi lent fabbaths; I am 
invited to a rich banqweting-houfe, when ©the** ••**: 
ftaiving for want of the bread oi Yife. O \N\ax * 
coa)d value my mercies aright 1— It \a ■* ^rfiX. \*^ 
legcibat lam allowed to ipcak totVie «^ce/*x ^»^ 
prayer, tyd to hear him fpeak nolo m* \v\ Va ** 
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Father, and the love of the Son. UnfpeakabJe 
love of the Father ! that contrived our redemption, 
pitched upon and gave the Redeemer. O how rea- 
dily accepted he of the Son's offer to fuffer and fa- 
tisfy infinite juftice for fin in our room ! Upon our 
fall, he might jullly have faid, no. the foul that fins 
fhall dje perfonally, I'll admit of no furety. But 
glory to the blefled Father, fuch was his love to us, 
that when the dear Son faid, Father, I will be the 
furety for finners of mankind, let my blood be fiied 
for theirs, let the blow light on nae, let rue die in 
their room; fuch was the love and pity of the Fa- 
ther to us, that he prefently accepted the offer, held 
our Redeemer at his word, faying, Be it as thou haft 
faid : Awake, fword, againfl the Man that is my 
Fellow ; fmite the Jbepberd, and fpare the ftieep, I'll 
glorify my juftice up®n my own dear Son, rathA 
than upon them. Amen, faid the bleffed Son of 
God : I will be the facrifice ! 

O love unfpeakable, both in the Father, and trre 

Son ! Human love, angelical love is nothing to it ! 

O wlnt is the love of creatures one to another, to 

this love of God to man ! Aftoniftiing love I that 

the eternal Son of God, intreated by no man, but 

hated by all men* fhould in his love and pity intreat 

for men ; yea, undertake and die for them, when 

enemies to God and all that is good ! the breadth, 

the length* the depth, the height of this love of 

Cbrijl, nvbtcb pajfetb knowledge! I may poflibly feel 

it, but I cannot fathom it. The love of creatures is 

i.othing to the love of Chrift. It wa3 great love 

that Jacob bore to Racbely that he endured the heit 

/yffummtr, and frofts of the winter for her : But all 

t/>at \ras nothing to the winttr-ftorm which Chi ill 

u tf end for us. It was extraordinary \oNt xXm'Jo* 

■'-'J*.? hud to David, that he would peTWYteXv^x* 
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to heaven-daring miners, who had openly rebelled 
againft the God of heaven I Glad news ! Bleffed 
are they who know the joyful found ; know it fo, as 
to believe it, admire it, entertain it, and comply 
with it, fo as to receive Chrift offered therein to loft 
finners. 

Lord, I make this jeyful found welcome ; it is mu- 
fie to my ear, and a cordial to my heart. I reckon 
their feet beautiful who bring fuch glad tidings to 
my foul. O how welcome would men make them, 
who would bring them an invention, that would fe- 
cure their eftates from confuming, their houfes from' 
burning, or their bodies from dying !— -But here we 
have the fure news of an invention that doth much 
more for us than all this, even a device that fecures 
us from hell, and enfures us heaven* Ought I not 
Ufa cheerfully to comply with this joyful found, and 
flnl in with the call thereof? God forbid that I 
mould (lop my ears at it ; it had been better for me 
tftn never to have heard of it at all : How dreadful 
* would, my cafe be at the judgment day ! How would 
Devils, Turks, Heathens, and my own confeience, 
upbraid me in hell to all eternity for my folly in 
flighting this joyful found ! Surely God might flight 
the mournful found of their prayers in time of difrrefs, 
who flight the joyful found of his gofpel in time of 
health-— But, Lord, I blefs thee for it, 1 love it, 1 re* 
ceive it, I welcome it, I fall heartily in with it, and 
will admire it for ever. 

MEDITATION IV. 

From i John iii. i. 

- Behold what manner of love the Father baxb bt» 

//owed upon us ! 

/N the amazing woifcof our w4eKV£\AOT\> ^^ * 
called to behold ana admire both xtoft \»«* <£ " 
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only Son from us, to be facrificed in our room ; ; 
gracioufly calleth us to commemorate thy love, 
providing this facrifice, at thy holy table— Inft< 
of this tUou roighteft juftly have called multitudei 
us together, to make us a facrifice to thy juftice 
our heinous fins and rebellions againft heaven. E 
behold thou calls us together to thy table 1 uj 
quite another defign, even te intimate to us a fai 
fice of thy own providing, ■• fufficient for us all ; : 
actually to behold the bleeding viftim of the in 
cent Lamb of God, who willingly, at hia Fath< 
call, gave himfelf to be (lain to take away the \ 
of the waiid ! Lord, whatdidft thou fee in fuch cr 
tures, to make thee love us %fter this manner ? 1 
thing, but much to make the loathe us ; yet the ti 
when we were mod loatbfome, thou mad'ft it the ti 
of love! furely thy thoughts are not as ourtkougl 
nor thy ways at our ways ! How aftoniOiing was ' 
conduct in redeeming us when loft ? And worfe 
we than devils, if we be not ravifhed with the I 
of the Father in projecting our redemption, and * 
the love of his eternal Son, that made him leave 
glory in heaven, and even wade through hell to f 
the dregs of the creation. 

O what manner of love is this, that the Fat 

did give his eternal Son, to die foi thofe who defe 

ed eternal wrath for their rebellion and treafor 

gainft himfelf \ When notice was firft given in 1 

lower world, that the Sen of God was coming dc 

to it from heaven ; what would have been expeel 

but that his buOnefs here would be to condemn 

world, and haften the execution of thofe be foi 

in arms againft him f But O who can think, and 

jronder, that he fliould have i etrt Vita Vs Sv\$«t 

die for fuch as forfeited their Vwe*, *«A toffo* 

* uain ; yea, f or f uc £ as ^ cre ,ft B aite& fct 
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life of God, and full of enmity againft him, un- 
worthy *f any place of abode upon earth, and by 
their wickednefs fully prepared for hell ! O how 
furpriGng it is, that God would, in this c ur refera- 
ble {late, fend the Son of his love to die for us, to 
refcue as from deferred wrath, and purchafe a new 
title for us to life and glory ! Behold what manner 
of love this is, that the juft fhonld fuffer tor the un- 
juft, the juft Prince for the unjuft rebels that were in 
arms againft him, the King of glory for the children 
of difobedience, the obedient Son for mortal enemies ! 

this is fuch a manner of loving, that the higheft 
transport of wondering cannot reach : For fcarcely 
for a righteous man will one dare to die; but God 
commends bis love to us, in that, while we mitre yet 
Jinners 9 Cbrift died for «/, Rom. v. 7, 8. 

Oh, how am 1 able to hear, fpeak, or think of 
this love, and my heart not burn with an admiring 
fenfe of the freenefs and riches of God's grace ; and 
with a vehement hatred and indignation againft my 
lirs, which contributed t* pierce and crucify my 
glorious Redeemer ! Can I be but ravWhed with love 
to him when he comes to communicate his love to 
me a: his table, and fay, Behold how 1 have loved 
you, and given myfelf for you ! I was cut off, but 
not for myfelf; 1 was wounded for your tranjgrc]fi~ 
ons, and bruifed for your iniquities. It was for you 

1 was betrayed, reviled, condemned and crucified ; 
for you my hands and feet were nailed to the tree, 
my head crowned with thorns, and my fide pierced 
with a fpear ? And all this I fuffered, that you might 
be faved from hell, and get f\n-foT^we^ vwi V»<a&. 
reconciled to ygu for ever* 
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M E D I T AT I O N V. 

From Psal. viii. 4. 
What is man that thou art mindful of bint f 

WHEN David beheld the heavens, with its 
glorious luminaries, the fun, moon, and ftars, ' 
and the mighty works of God in the creation, and 
con fide red what a mean figure man made amongft 
them ; be admires God's condefcenfion and goodnefs 
in his concern and »pains about him, in his works of 
providence and redemption. Lord, what is man, 
fallen man, that thou fhouldft notice him fo much ? 
a poor, vile, iinful worm ! And yet how Angularly 
minded and honoured is he, in God the Son bis un- 
dertaking to be bis cautioner and ranfom ! Had he 
done it for angels," it had not been fo marvellous ; 
but what is man, that God (heuld vifit him in this 
manner ! mould pay him a homely vifit in human 
nature, to fee what ailed him, to hear his com- 
plaints, and know feelingly his wants and miferies, 
that he might, the better fyropathize with him, re- 
lieve and fapply him ? 

But who is this that comes to pay this vifit to 

man ? even he th.v. is King of kings, and Lord of 

lords ; who is infinite in ma jetty and power, in riches 

and glory. How awful are the defcriptions given us 

of Mm in the Bible ? Great is our Lord, and of 

great power, bis understanding is infinite* He calls 

tbeftars by tbeir names* Wbatfoever be pleased jbat 

did be in heaven and in earth, in the seas and all 

<tee/>/>Zacef. And it is faid of bis coming to judgment, 

-Dan. vii. 10. A fiery fir tarn ijjued j or tb from before * 

*fm. tAou/and tboufands mintfired unto btm^and ten 
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| jet this almighty Perfon, the $reat God, condefcends 
c to clothe himfelf wi^i our nature, and (loops to the 
'• ' very grouod, in the mod lowly manner, to pay a 
it kind vifit to hit rebellious creature, man, even man 
I that is a worm ; and when he gets not accefs to him 
f at firft, he continues to (land and knock at his door. 
— O how marvellous is this, that he who was omnU 
potent, that could by a word have annihilated fallen 
man, and created a more amiable creature in all 
refpects in bis room, (hould (loop fo low to him ! that 
he who was omnifcient, and perfectly knew man's 
unworthineis, his enmity, his ingratitude, and what 
unkind returns he would make for the greateft kind- 
nc&i (hould court him fo earneftly !— That the Judge 
of heaven (hould come down from the bench, and 
put on the Pannel's clothes, that he might anfwe- 
and fatisfy the law for him i— -That the great Gene- 
ral of the armies ot heaven, (hould put himfelf in the 
room of a poor condemned deferter to fufler for 
him !— That the Creator (hould ftoop to die for the 
creature, even the great God for a worm, man ; 
is love that fwallows up our thoughts and language ! 
\Vhat can we think ! what can we fay of it ! It is 
love that pafleth knowledge ! the mod penetrating 
angel cannot fathom its height, its depth, its breadth, 
or its length I Why, for its height* it is infinitely 
higher than the higheQ heavens. For its . depth* 
none can fee its bottom, for it made him Aoop a* 
low as hell. For its breadth* it is as broad as the 
whale earth, and the whole heavens too ; it com- 
.prebends all his people, even the poorsft out-caft 
'on earth, as well as the higheft faint in heaven. 
For its length », it never ends, but coti\.vasaA&Hr^»QX. 
. interruption, not withftanding o£ v 10 ^ **^ ^*^ ^^ 
k is drawn out parallel with the. \oxi\«&\vofc <& « 
ternity. 



Lord, what is roan that thou fhouldft h 
ed him, vifited him, and loved him lb! ; 
moft unlovely, and black as hell ; that 
the image of God eraicd, and the image 
pictured in its room. A creature lame 
tent, that could- not rife but as Chriit I 
could nut (land but as he upheld h.im,coul< 
but as he led him, nor move but as he dr 
A rebel, that was in league with hell, tha< 
fovereign, and was plotting with the dc 
the crown off his head.— A creature made 
by fin in God's light, yea, more loath ibi 
new-born infant wallowing in its bl-xxl, 
when full of boils, than Lazarus full of 

dead car cafe crawling with worms A cte 

was undefirou3 of Gid's vifit or kcip, aijd 
to accept of it; that laid to him, Depart ft 
dtfirc not the knowledge of iby ways* — t 
that contemned his love, rejected his c 
trampled his blood. — Who would have pit 
creaturt I one fo poor, fo vile, fo iiiiferahl 
been much to ^have given him an alms ; b 
Son of God to give r.is life for him, may 
and angels with aftonilhing furprife for eve 
in bat is man ! a poor feeble crawling w; 
tbou Jhouldjt bi mindful ofbim after this 
And what are we, that we fh;M>ld liill ha' 
fers of this love continued to us ? Oh, f 
ver make light o&tthis love any more ? 
Lord, help my unMief. 

I here is * parallel text, Pfal, cxliv. 
vfbat is man t bat tbou take ft knowledge cj 
the fon of man ^ tbat thou make ft account 
What a poor little thing is man, that lUo 1 . 
'a/re fo great account of him, put Vuc\\ 
him above all oiher ere-* fo as 
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;o ftand in a nearer relation to him than to a- 
ler, as that of a father, a brother, a hujband, 
:nd, &c. yea more, thou had dignified this poor 
1 man, fo much as to affume his nature into 
cffable, perfonal union with the frcond perfon 
le ever glorious trihity, whereby the nature of 
is exalted above all the angels of heaven. It 
.ot the angelical, but the human nature, which 
1 hath chofen to tabernacle in ; and now it 13 bo- 
red fo far, as to b« fet on the right hand of the 
tjefly on high. The great account God hath of 
s litttle thing, man, appears further in the great 
it he. hath laid out for him. Why ? God not on- 

J jives hi* creatures to die for man, to yield him- 
) but he alfo gives his Chrift to die for* him, to 
rocure him eternal life. Again, how great is the 
;oodnefs which God hath laid up -for him hereafter ? 
£ye hath not feen it, ear hath net heard it, nor hath 
it entered into the heart of man to conceive how 
great it is ! O what a favourite of heaven mud this 
tittle creature, man* be. 

Lord, who can but wonder at the honour thou 
baft already put upon man, and at the favours thou 
[till defigns for him! Great things haft thou laid 
out, and great thing* haft thou laid up for man. I 
idmire thy low (loop, in the vifit thou mad'ft man, 
in the incarnation of thy dear Son, and in thy vifit 
in the goipel-proclaination, and offer of pardon 
thro* him ! But let mt (till plead for another vifit. 
in the effufion of the Holy Spirit : This" other vifi 
thou knoweft is neceflary to make the former eflfec 
tual to my falvation. May then thy Holy Spir 
prork faith in me, to fall in with t\vy ^stvsNst fc 
fke for the redemption of man uv sXY \k>\\>xv 
vcepe of thy iove-oflTersj and tttt. w^ti ^j 
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promifes of falvttinn thro" Jefus Ghrifl, and hii moB 

perftft righteoufaefs. Amen. 

MEDITATION VI. 

From i Coh. x. 4> 

And that rock isas Christ. 

HOW ufeful was that rock in the wUdernefi to 
the Ifraeiiles fojoiirning there, after it wu 
fmitten by Hefts' rod: When they were ready 
tn periih in that dry defart, the rock fent forth 
flrcams of water to them in great abundance ; Itreams 
that followed them up hill and down hill, in all 
their turnings and windings, inarches and counter- 
marches thro' that weary land. That rock- was 
to them a lively type of Quill, who being fmitten 
by the red of the law's curfes, whofe miniAer Mo- 
fes was, fends forth plentiful fnpplies to his people, 
while travelling in the wilderr.els of this world. 
There are two principal lireams of bleffings which 
lie (ends forth, moii uleiiil to us, to nit, a flrcaiB 
of blood for our judication, and a dream of the 
Spirit for our fanBification. The channel, or eon- 
duit-| yes, for conveying thefe dreams to us, are 
the ordinances and fromifes ef the gofpel ; and 
thro' thefe pipes, thele bltued ftreams run freely to 
all true believers, from the rock Clirift, which waa 
broached for them. 

Oh, how coftly was our redemption to our dear 

kinfrran Jefus Chriil ! dear did our fouls coil him ! 

The rock of our falvation was cleaved afiinder, rent 

md pierced to the very heart, to \tx 01M. the mten 

of life to us, by which only we catv i* ^«Swe&. 
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fpirit, his mercy and grace, which flow from 
{mitten rock, and follow us thro' the wilder- 
liefs in the free offers of the gofpel ! They are Jife- 
jgiying ftreams, fire quenching, heart-foftning, foul- 
deanfing, healing and fructifying ftreams : Welcome 
then fhould we make thefe ftreams to our foul? in 
this dry and thirfty land* Likeways the rock was 
to the Ifraelites a fhadow from the heat, and a co- 
vert from tempeft aBd florins : So Cbrift our reck 
fcreens us from' the fcorcbing heat of vindiclive 
juflice, and from the waves and billows of Gcd f s 
wrath.— -How neceffary and ufeful is the rock Chrift 
to the fouls of fallen men ! Oh, let me never, Je- 
fburun-Wke, lightly efteem this rock of our falva- 
tion. O let me never go to falfe rocks, or falfe 
ftreams, for fhelter or fupply in ftraits, when the 
true rock is fo near, and the faving ftreams run clofe 
by my door ; yea, follow me daily in the channel 
of the words and facraments : Streams appointed by 
heaven to anfwer all the cafes and ailments of loft 
fianers. O fhall God in his tender mercy provide 
fucb a wonderful remedy, fet the rock a broach for 
me, and caufe its ftreams to follow me ; and fhall I 
be fo foolifh as to turn my back upon them, and refufe 
to apply or make ufe of them ? O fave me from 
fuch enrfed ingratitude andmadnefs : I believe, Lord, 
help i/iy unbelief* 

O how much fhould my heart be affected at thy 
holy table, when I fee the rock of my falvation 
fmitten by the rod of juftice, and behold the bloody 
fpear pierce into his heart! O rock of ages, what 
made thee to rend and cleave fo ! O hrightnefs of thy 
father's glory, who hath disfigured thee fo ? O nv 
ver of life, eJear as crvftal, who \\ax\\ txov^^ ^c&%. 
fo / Oh, it was my fins, my pv\de, iwy 'QaSvk^ twj 
nbe/Ief, vay worldl in efs, my Viatdne^^ to^vvwbw 
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fcf c. Thefe were the caufe of my redeemer's fufier 
Ings. The iniquities cf finful men were laid upoi 
him When he was pierced, it was 1 that fhoiilt 
have been fmicten. When he groaned and fweat 
blood, I fhould have howled and roared in hell. 
Harder thai) the rock is my heart, if I can fee mj 
dear Saviour fmitten and pierced, and not moxirfli 

can I fee his fide and heart dreaming oat blood] 
and mine eyes not pour out tears I Can I behold 
the rock fmitten for the fins of men, and not adore 
the holinefs and juftice of God manifefted therein I 
Can 1 fee my innocent Saviour wounded and flaifl 
for my fins, and my foul not hate them ? yea, fall 

1 not be filled with horror and trembling at tempta- 
tions to fin ? 

Let me, at my Saviour's call, approach to his to 
ble, and come near to the rock of my (alvatioflj 
and hearken to the raging billows of infinite wrath, 
dafhing again ft the rock for my fins, and even mak- 
ing the rock to grcan, fweat and tremble under the 
pre flu re. O what a dreadful hurricane of wrath did 
he endure, to keep the fw el ling ocean of divine wrath 
from ovei flowing guilty men ! Surely my gloriooi 
Immanuel's groaning anr! fweating blood under tfc 
flrokes of God's vengeance, is a greater evidence 
of the implacable wrath and indignation of God a 
gainft fin, than if he had hurled atl the rocks oi 
the creation into the midft of the fea, yea, or 1 
thoufand worlds of men and angels into hell. C 
that, while I am beholding this fight, I may trem- 
ble at fin, come by faith under the (hadow of this 
rock, and run into the clefts of it for fafety* Here 
I would be out of the reach of the law's curfes, and 
threata'wgs of wrath ; and tho* I beat the, roaring 
and daSiings of the fea upon the tqO^ ■$**. * te 

Of it could nnt f/mrJ. tr»P_ 



that I could imitate Moses, when I am at the 

and finite the rock by the rod of faith, that 
reams of Chrifl's blood and fpirit may flow mn 
r. What was his error will be my wifdctn, to 
the rock oftner than once, to put forth many 
f faith on Jefus Chrift, fuch as the difcerning, 
ing, approving) deriving, receiving, cjofing, 
icing, trufting, pleading, applying and ap- 
ating *&s of true faith. May I, like Israel ' 
., Vcu t. •xxxW. 13. be helped by faith to fuck 
' out of the reck, and oil out of the flinty rock : 
r and oil 1 fweetnefs and fatnefs, quickning and 
>rt. How fliall 1 come at this honey and oil ? 
by fucking : 'And how fhall I fack, bnt by 
louth of faith? There is no fucking without 
either can I fuck by faith, unlefs God make me 

for it is did, Deut. xxxii. He made tbem 
:k bone j out of the rock. It is God that mud 
me both a mouth and ftrength to fuck, faith in 
ibk, and faith in exercife. It is only the blow- 
>f the north and Couth winds on the. garden, 
raake the fpices to flo.v out. A<wahe, north 
come thou south, blow up$n my garden ; bring 
to life* that I may fuck honey from Chrilt hi 
crament. Chrifl's Sreafls are now full ; O let 
aith be wanting, for if it be wanting, lean 
lotting : Blefled be God, Jefus Gbriit, my Ke- 
jr, is the author cf faith. Lord, incrcate my 

that I may fuck hon^y from the rock. 2. 
vhat honey may I expe <X from it ? A ns. The 

of pardon of fin. O how fw?et is this ho* 
— The honey of peace and reconciliation with 
—the honey of a law-biding rigrueoufnefs ;— 
)i'ev of accefs to, and comnvnvvcm ^\\\v Q»c&\ 

honey of enlargement o£ Y^Tvtt^ w&. Vsk>S\t^> 
/»■, &c. O iet me ever Vv\t\s. fceorev \\w \oO«" 
r that anAvers all my vw^s m& ^Al ^ 
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plies all my wants —Let me al To. "under all my 
ftraits, Support myfclf with the pfalmift's cordial, 
Fial, xviii. <6. The Lord I'wetb, and blessed be my 
rock, W hy fbould believers in Chrift droop in any 
condition, or look a* dead men, while their Lord lir- 
etb. and their rock Itandeth ? Blefled be.God, ray 
rock is a living and lading rock : My hopes mzy 
die, my comforts die, my frame die, ury gifts, nay 
wealth, and my relations, they may all die ; but I 
rejoice in the news, chat my Lord will not die, nor 
my rock fall. He once tlied for roe, but he is riferi 
again ; good news ! Mow he is alive and will die no 
more. , 

MEDITATION VII. 

From Zech. xii. to. 

They shall look upon me whom they have pierce Jy 

and mourn* 

THIS premife hath a refpeft, uot only to the 
Jews when converted, but to all tinners when 
bi ought to repentance. We have all pierced Chrift, ' 
in as much as our fins were the caufe of his death ; 
He was wounded for $ur transgressions. New, a 
btlieving fight of a pierced Saviour, is the beft ipring 
of for row for (in ; it is faith's look to a crucified 
Cli ii(l, that will fet us a mourning after a godly fort* ' 
O that this promife may be made good to me at this 
time, that I may be helped to look believingly up* 
on Chrill as pierced for my fins, my pride, my paf- 
fion, my unbelief, my carnality, my difobedienccj 
mv impenitence, my fins of the heart, of the tongue, 
and of the life, that I may cowfefs awd btwaiL them, 
KGum and weep over them before xhelxxd. OYi\ 
--c-7 fhalJ 1 mourn a«d weep if wot no*, ^\wt* \ 
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1 called to look upoa my dear Lord and furety at 
table, all red with blood for my red and fcarlet- 
ouredfins? I will not now ftand atar off, and 
>k to my Saviour on the crofs, as thefe wornea 
o followed him from Galilee, Luke xxiii. 49* 
), l will come clof* to him, take a near look, 
i a narrow view of his wounds and piercings by 
f fins, that I may fee how wide and deep they are, 
it my eye may affect my heart with godly forrow 
(in. 

When I look on him, I'll confider the dignity of 
\ per fon pierced by and f>r me; he is the Almigh- 
Creator the glorious Immanuel, the plant of re- 
wn, the prince of the kings of the earth, that is 
reed and nailed to a crofs. Jeremiab laments in 
j. captivity, that princes were hanged up by the 
nds, Lam* r. 12. •> But what were the princes of 
-aei to the Prince of Peace, the King of Glory, 
10m I fee hanging nailed thro* the hands on the 
tic, and his blood poured out like water upon the 
th ! O it is royal blood, the blood of God. that 
se running down to fatisfy juftice for my fins ; and 
[1 notfuch a fight caufe me mourn far them ? Can 
00k on my lovely Redeemer, ftript naked, mount- 
ttp, and fixed with nails to a tormenting crofs I 
a I fee his head pierced with thorns, his back 
reed with fconrgtngs, his hands and feet pierced 
th big nails, his fide pierced with a fpear. and 
heart pierced with forrows for my fins, and my 
lit not mourn for them ? Yet all the piercings and 
unds of his facred body where but fraali, to the 
rcings and agonies of his foul, when he drank tta. 
loftlie Father's wrath for we, w\\\c\i ychA*. Vykv 
f aut, My foul is exceeding forrowful e«uen unto 
fj: my God, my God, nit by baft tbou jorjaken me? 
J behold this loving Jeius, (tandin^ui ray toov 
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bearing the wrath of a Deity for me, and my hei 
not bleed ? (Ian I fee him, when the i'word of juftw 
was drawn to fmxte me, opening his breaft to n 
ceive the ftroke into bis heart, and my heart »< 
melt within me ? Lord, grant me fuch a fight t 
faith, of a wounded bleeding Saviour, as to make ir 
a melting and mourning (inner. 

How can I leave this fubjelt antil my heart 1 
mere a fit died ? Had I been petfonally at mount Ca 
vary t and with my bodily eyes had leen my del 
Redeemer racked and nailed to the tree! Hi 
I feen him lifted up between heaven and eart 
that the nations might behold him, with his am 
ftretched out to embrace finners ! Had 1 beheld h 
dying looks, and heard his dying groans ! Had 
feen his precious blood for many hours run from Y 
wounded hands and feet to the earth ? Gould I hai 
flood bv with dry eyes, or an unconcerned heai 
efpicially when I had thought he was fufFcrii'ifr « 
this »ut of love to me, for my fins, and in n 

room ! Whv then mould not I be as much c« 

cerjied, when I come to his table to celebrate tl 

memorial of that fearful tragedy, and look upc 

the outward figns which repreient the ftme ! Lon 

give me faith's eye to behold the things fignife 

thereby, even the bleeding,- and dyin? of tire glw 

ous Immanucl. — And what kind of blood is it I fi 

running down ? It is innocent blocd ! precious blood 

ro> al blood ! heart bloed ! nay, the blood of tl 

eternal Son of God, one drop whereof is worth I 

ocean of our blood, and is of infinite value; ar 

yet behold all this blood is fhed for fuch worms 

I ami O can 1 think long upon this fubject, and r> 

fiud my hen re pained with \o\'e ) *n& \*. Tta&f^wi 

5fo/ir/>£> to feck a ft cret place to ^teax*! M 
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have affe&ed roe all my days ; bow much fhould it 
touch me to fee the Son of God put to death for me ! 
The fun fainted, the heavens mourned in black, the 
earth quaked, and the rocks rent, when this black 
tragedy was acted ; how much more fhould my heart 
tend and mourn at the reprefentation of it before 
my eyes ! Surely my mourning (hould be great, deep, 
and bitter mourning, as in the text, like the mourn- . 
iog of a parent for the death of an only fon : or 
like the mourning of Hadadr'mmon in the valley of 
Megiddo I O what was the death of King Jofiab to 
the death of King Jefus, the eternal Son of God I 
O ray dear Aain Larab, (hall I not mourn and weep 
over thee ! 

p ! can I fee his blood run down in ftreams, 
and my eyes not pour out fome drops ! Did Chrift 
fweat blood, and weep blood for my (ins, and (hall 
not I weep tears £r them ? Shall I not give drops 
of water for dreams of blood I Alas I am I more 
fpariRg of my tears for Chrift, than Chrift was of 
bis blood for me ! How faft did the blood trickle 
down ChrhVs cheeks in the day he wore the crown 

, of thorns for «ie ! But how llowly do the tears 
fall from my eyes when I commemorate his dying 
love? Can I fl-.ed tears in plenty for a dead- child i 
and have I referved none for a (lain Saviour ? Yea 
flain by my fins ! How fad is it to fee lb many- 
weeping eye* it a funeral, and fo many dry eye3 at 

\ a communion table ? Aias t this 13 a fad fign ot few 
looking by faith to him we have pierced ! few fen* 
fible ef the evil of their fins, that were the h?n> 

. mers which drove in th; naiis into lua \nAn« ^ V^ 
a realuwy aft of faith, rcuitlViviV.^ ^\\ ^v&X *0^" ! 

m L:unb of God fuGfertcU in tfv: £vc.\iUVu vt\UV^* ^ 
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all home to myfelf, and fay, He loved me, an 
gave hbnfelffor me ! 

What a hard heart is this I hare beyond others 
Can 1 fee others weeping and mourning oyer a flai 
Saviour, that fit at the fame table, eat the fan 
bread, and drink the fame cup with me, and cam* 
1 get one tear ! Is God conw with his bottle vrai 
ing tor my teais ? Do others pour into it plentifu 
ly, and have 1 not one tear to drop into God 1 * bo 
tie ? L/jrd, what means the hardnefs of my hear 
and the drynefs of my eyes, at the fight or* my Sm* 
ours bleeding and dying for my fins ? When fhould 
mourn and weep if not now I Was there ever foe 
an eccafion for tears ! Oh ! doth God intend to n 
ferve weeping for me in hell, where tears (hall new 
be dried up I this is what I deferve, if 1 be hard»hear 
ed and dry-eyed now* But, Lord, pity my hardnef 
and give me fuch a look as thou gavefr. Peter, thi 
may caufe me weep, and weep bitterly, at the r 
membrance of my fins which pierced thee* 

MEDITATION VIII* 

From Luke xxii. 6i, 62. 

The Lord looked upon Peter — And Peter w« 
out, and wept Utterly* 

LORD, fince my look* to thee are fo flight, 
wavering and incenftant, that they make litt 
or no irnpreflion upon my hard heart, do thou voucl 
fafe to look upon me with pity and with power ; fi 
thy looks a/e efficacious, and melt down the hardt 
Jjeart. O give me fuch a look as \\\ou ^vie& Pete 
when he deaitd thee, and begaxx to co.Tfe"*n&t*«w 
°°k that may bring me to tnyfeli, *«i& cwSe we ^ 
\ d ween bitterly at the r<tmein\*a&<* * «j 
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unbelief, my pride, my paflion, my di'obedi- 
which pierced thee, my deareft Lord and Sa- 
r. Look tbou upon me and be merciful unto me* 
• cxi*. 132. Chrufs look to backlliding "Peter 
merciful, and foil of companion ; his bowels 
ued for his poor difciple, when ready to fall in- 
ie divil's arms by total and final backlliding, aitf 
ents him fpeedily. He would not let him lye 
; in that difmal flate be fell into, as it were on 
very brink of hell, but presently plucks him back, 
recovers him. In like manner, Lord, look on 
and recover me fpeedily when I fall into fin, left 
next ftep be into hell. 

hrift's look to Peter was a preventing look ; be 
ed on Peter before Peter looked to his Saviour 
nercy, and before he looked on himfelf, or upon 
fin, and the danger he was expofcd to by it. 
ry to my Redeemer that watebes over his people, 
and minds their danger, when they themfelves 
little thinking upon it ; ho is more careful of 
a than they are of themfelves* How marvellous 
Ghrift's love, that would be fo concerned about 
;r at fuch a time, when he himfelf was amio'ft his 
dy enemies, and upon trial for his life : Even 
1, as it were, he forgets his own danger, and 
s notice of the danger of his Servant • He, be- 
the great Shepherd of the Jbeep y ventures all to 
ue one of his flock out of the mouth of the lion, 
from the paw of the bear* O who would not 
e to belong to the flock of fuch a faithful, loving 
companionate Shepherd. 

"he look Chrift gav^e Peter was a convincing 
; it laid open his fin to him YiWb, *\\ \s» t^gfe» 
ns which wade it very bitter to \\vku \x S^k^a. 
language to bim as this; u O Pettr* ^* l 
thoa dene ? »-T*ft *U™, ,^(V ~«f *\™ ^vtSstftf 
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" And haft thou faid, thou k no we ft not me, wbo 
€( knew thee from the womb, and am going to die 
" for thee ? Doft thou not know me that called thee 
" from thy nets, that impowered thee to preach the 
" gofpel, and work miracles ; that kept thee froi 
" finking in the waters ? Am I not he thou (awefi 
" (hining on mount Tabor f Even he thou fiudft 
" thou wouldft rather die than deny ?" O for fuch 
a convincing look from Christ, that would pierce and 
melt my heart, and make me weep bitterly both now 
and at his table, for ray bafe ingratitude, in difowning 
and piercing my dear Redeemer I 

Gh rift's look to Peter was a powerful and over* 
coming look ; it conqueted his will, lsofed him from 
the world and (in, and made him yield prefently to 
Chrift : He was not able to hold out a moment 
longer, but, like Jofcpb fceks a fecret place to 
weep in. O how powetful is a look from Chrift 1 
it is fufficient to bow the moft ftubborn will, and 
melt the hardefr heait : it can turn the rock into 
ft and in r 'water, and the flint into a fountain <jf wa- 
ter, Pial. cxiv. 8 Ehw powerful was the look 
he gave to poor Jerufalem y when lying in tbeir 
blood ; a look that caufed them to live, Ezek. xvi.6. 
How powerful was the look he gave to Zaccbeut 
on the fycumore tree, Luke xix. 5» Ofor fuch a 
look as would bring me prefently down, in like 
r» an tier, from the fycamore of my fe If- conceit and 
fdt-righteouihefs, and from my beft beloved fins 
and idols, and caufe me to receive Ghrift joyfully into 
my heart, and go with joyfulnefs to his table, and 
receive the feal of bis covenant, faying, My Lordf 
and my G&d .' 
ChniVs look to Peter was a pccuYw a^& dSSVVar 
h't&rnglouk; the power and grace d GcA 'wfc* 
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»Lim to bis right mind, Chrift looked on maoythou- 
{andsjthat were never the better of it. He looked 
on Judas after he betrayed him, and wheu he pre- 
sumed to kifs him, and reproved him too for his bale 
treachery : But neither that look nor reproof melt- 
ed his heart. As the beams of the very fame fun 
hardens clay, and foftens frozen earth; fo a look 
from the fame Tefus, the Son ofrighteoufnefs> left 
Judas hard and impenitent, whilft it ibftened Peter'* 
heart. The one went on in his villany, whilft the 
other relented, and melted into tears. Why ? he 
looked but on the face of Judas t but he looked on 
the heart of Peter* He looked upon the one with 
a frowning judicial look, but looked upon the other 
with a recovering and drawing look* Chrift's look 
to Peter was accompanied with the inward influen- 
ces, of his fpirit on his heart, other way g it had been 
weflfeftuaL Oh, if he would vouchfafe fuch a gra- 
cious look to my frozen heart, and foften it ! I would 
tain bring my hard heart and lay it before this bief- 
fed Suu, and wait until he draw by the cloud, look 
thro*, and (bine upon it. Lord, I tremble to go to 
thy table with this hard heart, left thou fhould'ft 
look on nie with anger, as thou didft upon tbefe, 
Mark in. $. upon account of the hardnefe of their 
hearts. Lord, I defire to be grieved for my heart- 
hardneds* and to look to thee whom I have pierced 
by it. Give fuch a look t« my heart as thou gave 
to Peter% melt it down into penitential tears, and 
caufe me to go a fide and weep bitterly* 

Chrift's look caufed Peter to remember and chink 
upon Chrift's words to him. It is in and by his 
word that he works upon iinners hearts. O if the 
Spirit would briDg the word to ury tciygA^ ^x ^ 
powerfully home upoH my cov\fe\emfc«» *»& ^ ^ 
he happy turn to my foul. LaycX, YifcYfc xofc \» ^ 
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up thy words, and ponder them in my heart; and 
O bring them always feafonably to my view, that 
when I fall I may not lye long under tin, nor conti- 
nue in a ftate of backfliding from thee. May J 
have fuch a look from thee, as fliall look all m) 
idols out of countenance, and look my wandering 
heart into a right frame for a covenanting and com 
municating work : A look that fhall put new lift 
is all my drooping graces, and kindle fuch a flame o 
love to Chrifl in my heart, and of indignation a 
gainft fm, as all the devils in hell (hall never to 
able to quench. A look that fliall make me weep 
while I live, for piercing Chrift the Lamb* 
.:"■ Oh, {hall otters filed tears in plenty for fin, arii 

; my eyes remain dry ? Shall others get their heart 
1 broken, and mine continue hard ! Lord, thy grac 
is free ; O how eafy were it for thee to melt m 
heart and moiften my eyes: One touch of th 
hand, nay one look of thy countenance, one ca 
of thine eye is fufficient to do it. O turn unto um 
and give me one merciful look ; for thy ordinaire 
will be lifdefs> and loft unto me, if thou look n< 
on me. How can i go to thy table to behold Jefu 
my furety, all red with blood for my red and fca 
let-colouced fins, while my heart doth not mour 
nor my eyes run down ? Surely the (breams of m 
Saviour's blood deferve to be lamented with tea 
of blood, and (hall I not do it at lead with tears i 
water ? Was he wounded for my tranfgreulons, ar 
fliall not my heart bleed, and eyes weep, for r 
wounds given him by my fins I 
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MEDITATION IX. 

From Matth. xv. 27. 

And she said, truth. Lord, yet the dogs cat of 

the crumbs. 

THIS woman wafs a Ganaaniti, and lived among 
heathens, yet (he had greater knowledge and 
faith of the Messiah than mod of the Jews* Her 
faith, humility, patience, and refolution, amidtt the 
greateft difcouragemente, are here recorded tor a pat- 
tern and encouragement to defponding believers in all 
ages. 

This wemaR was fo fenfible of her mifety, that (he 
addrefles Chrift with great earneftnefs for help : She 
doth not fpeak calmly or coldly to Chrift, but (he cri- 
ed unto him, and followed him with her cries, ver. 22, 
23. Surely, if 1 were duly affe&ed with my fpiritual 
wants and miferies, I would fpeak to God in no other 
language than that of cries and tears. O what caufe 
have I to bewail my coldnefs and indifferency in pray- 
er, and the little fenfe I have of my dangers and ne- 
ceilities, which are great beyond exprefl&on ? 

This woman, notwithstanding of her great earneft- 
nefs and ftrong faith, met with very great trials and 
discouragements in her addrefles to thrift. 
* 1. Her firft trial is Chrift's (ilence to her, when 
crying to him for mercy, ver. 23. He answered her 
not a word. Strange ! not a word from a meek and 
merciful Saviour, that never put a poor firmer^ Ced- 
ing mercy away frem him befr\re \ Wx ft\>\ \wa\\&\ 
all to cone to him for it. That is a fore fe&^xvav 
Lam, Hi* 80 When I cry and shout be sbuttetb t> 
my fray er. Belitvtrs arc apt to \h\tta. xVaX^^A^ 
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m 

out their pi avert in wrath, when it is not fo. 
heard this woman, accepted her, was pleafec 
her, and ftrengthened her to hold on in praye 
he did not immediately anfwer her* He enter 
her with fileace to draw her on to be more imp 
ate, and to try her faith, patience and perfeve 
and thereby to teach us to be followers ofijbes 
through faitb and patience do now inherit th 
mists. Chrift keeps the door bolted for a tisu 
we may knock the harder, MaU ▼ii. 7. Asks 
knock* The choiceft mercies come to as aft 
the greateft wreftlings. Likewife I fee here 
there i? leve in Chrift's heart to wreftling fools, 
when frowns appear in his looks ; wherefore I 
take enccifragement from him, tho* he slay m 
to trust in him, 

2. Another fore trial the woman met witr 
the anfwer Chrift gave his difciples when intei 
ing for her, whereby he feems to exclude her < 
his commiflion, v. 24. I am not sent but to tl 
sheep of the bouse o/"IfraeI. 'I he Jews were 
steep, but the gentiles, dogs. The Jews we 
deed to have the firft offer of Chrift's grace an 
chafe. '1 ho' the woman might have taken C 
words as a plain repulfe, yet fhe ftudies to put th 
fenfe on them fhe can, and continues her impo 
ty. Which teacheth us never to leave the thrc 
grace for any difcouragement. 

3. She gets a repulfe jet mere fharp than th 
former, even after fhe hnd came clofe up to him 
fallen down at his feet, faying, Lord help me* 
it is Chrift ranks her among the dogs, thefe 
were without the covenant, profane and un< 

Now, ore might think (he is cut off by that ■ 
and will irfift no more after \t. Nfcv*ft\fc\a\K. 
«/' tb*t word of reproach, and ^Lcto u?atte 



Strong faith under. 

text, truth, Lord, I am a dog, 
yet let roe humbly afk the dog's 
even to creep beneath the children'* 
fbtne crumbs of mercy. O how ibu 
here for our inftraction and imitation ! 

\fi, What caufe have we, O Lord, tv 
goodnefs, that we Gentiles, of dogs are nov> 
children, and allowed to eome to thy table ; 
at the fame time to fear thy juftice, fince the Jcu 
of children, are now become dogs, and Quit out as 
unclean ! If they were out off who crucified thee in 
thy low eftate, what may we expeft, if, by our 
fins, we crucify thee ia thy glory ? Let us not be 
high minded, but fear. 

idly, Chrift puts the ftrongeft faith of his people 
upon the (harped trials : He thinks fit, for his own 
glory, where he gives much grace, to try grace 
much. 

$dly, Thefe who are eminent in faith are moft 
humble ; this woman was fo. O how humbly did 
ftie plead with Chrift! She threw herfelf on the 
ground, lay low at his feet, and from the dud 
cried for help ; fhe claimed nothing, 'only begged 
for mercy. And when- Clirift fpurned her from his 
feet, calling her a dog, (he doth not murmur nor 
complain of his harfh carriage, Jbnt humbly takes 
with the charge ; truth, Lord, thou doft not mifcal 
me, nor call me fo bad as I am ; I am a dog, a. 
moft vile and unworthy creature, and have no light 
to the children's bread, and mufl flarve if thou haft 
not mercy on me. She can bear any thing, the 
worft frown or chaflifement from Ghrif), only flie 
can't bear being excluded from his mercy and grace : 
fhe would havrt fome token of it, tho* wcnw taSxrai\\ 
/he claims not a Benjamin's mta\, wot *.0v\A^* ^ w " 
lion, oikly hi her liave a dog's cvumb. Y^u*A v ^ 




from thee ; give me boi a 
go away fatisfied. Sorely tk< 
>plicant is at a throne of gra< 
ie better fpeed; for the Lord refi 
gives grace to the bumble* 
God's ufual method of difpenGng hi* 
face to (inners, is firft to cafl them down 
faife tbem up ; he firft humbles and lays the 
In a fenfe of their unworthinefs and vilenefs, 
he advances them to his favour. We muft firft fi 
felves to be as dogs ,U ft than the leafi of all God* 
ciesy before we are fit to be dignified with the 
leges of children* 

$tbly y When unbelief draws difmal cone 

from every thing, and tempts us to quit ot 

and hopes upon any dark difpenfation, and 

with that wicked king, 2 Kings vi. 33. This 

of the Lot d : What Jbould I wait for the Lor 

longer f Behold, faith is a valiant and impor 

grace, it puts the bed conftructions upon all ( 

a&ions ; it is (harp-fighted, to fee and take hold 

advantages to ftrengtben itfelf, and finds enco 

jnent even in that which ts difcouraging* Tliat 

feemed to cut off this believing woman's hop 

improves it as a ground of hope, and an arg 

in prayer, Truth, Lord) yet the dogs eat t &c 

even the worthlefs dogs belong to the family, and t 

they may not feaft with children at the table. 

may creep under it and gather crumbs, thefa < 

lings that would be fwept to the door, this w 

wrong the children. Let me {land in relation to ' 

tho* in the meancft (ration, even that of his do 

fee thankful for it, or for any thing, if be do nc 

me out of the houfe. 

6?I>/j>, FV/jen otirdifcoi\va£eTOeT\t**Tt^wx 

""it/d /earn from this vrorr.ar.* nevct \.o %> 



sxercife of faith and prayer > 
difappointmcnts in the fuccei 
nents to greater earneftnefs in 
notfet limits to the Holy One; tl.~ 
3 be not given to our prayers, it bee, 
Grd's time, who is the bed Judge of i 
n : He that believe tb will not mak* 
f \ he knows his extremity is God's fit opportw 
bly, A refolute adhering to (Shrift by faith Ui. 
trials, is moft pleaGng and acceptable to bim ; 
len we perfevere in the tife of means when fue- 
ls fundi, when we depend upon his promife, and 
to bis power ; when under the darkeft difpen- 
is we watch over .our hearts and fteps, that they 
>t decline from bis ways, as thofe in Pfal* xiiv. 
1 6. And glory to bim that gives us fuch encou- 
nent for this refelute adherence to biro, as 
nercifulnefs ef his nature, and his faithfulnefs, 
i aflure us there is more good-will in his heart, 
is vifible in his dealings ; and that his provi- 
i will never give his word the lie. He gives in 
: ftrength to bis people to adhere to hire, when 
ems moft oppofite to them, as he did to this 
n. He loves to bring about his people's mer- 
by means improbable and contrary, to glorify 
HHora. He delights to bring light out of dark- 

)ly % Great will the reward be at laft of the he- 
's faith, humility and perfeverence in prayer ; 
lith Chrift at length, v. 28. Woman, great is 
Wtib ; be it unto the* even as thou vfilu 
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DITATION. X. 
From i Cor. ii. 24. 

bis do in remembrance of me. . 

My foul here is a folemn ordinance ir 

, _ for keeping up the remembrance of a c 

Jefus ; and behold it was appointed by himG?l 

he was juft going to do more for us than 

angels in heaven could have done, even to mal 

k ■' tonement for our fins by his death and fufl 

j M and be twice repeats his dying charge to us, 

I -*• and 25. Tbis do 4 tbis do ye. Men life tc 

commands of their dying friends, and perfor 

wills religioufly ; and frail not I with pleafu 

i} -.. the will and command of a dying Redeemer 

; 'the thing he requires is fo eafy and agreeable 

and drink at his table in remembrance of hi' 

\ forget thee, O friend of finners, let my rigl 

forget its cunning, &c. 

Our loving Redeemer well knew the treac 

our memories, the world linefs of our hearts, 

conftancy of our affeclions, that we would hx 

to let his death and love flip out of our tl 

and therefore he would have the figns of his 

ings frequently prefented to our eyes. Alas 

curfed ingratitude of my heart, that is fo apt 

get him that reiretnbred me when there was 

pity me ; but glory te him that takes fuch 

cure my forgetfulnefs, by letting forth Clirift 

1 ed fo evidently before my eyes in the hrokei 

and poured out wine in the facrani?rct.— 1 1 

en this oidinavce as a vifible rcprefev.X'Axloft v 

wemoration of my Saviour's dcuxh wA ^aS* 

bis people, which he will have coimtN^vJ 
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again to judgment. It is like a marble pillar fet 
. up upon his grave, with an infcription bearing ac- 
j^ count of bis glorious atchievemesats and mighty deeds, 
S his glorious fufFerings, conflicts and vi&ories for ku 
jf people.— Wherefore, as oft as he calls me, I will go 
£ thither, and put all the honour and refpedl I can up- 
[ on my kind benefactor; I will remember his -love, 
► proclaim his worth, and publish his praifes. I'll 
k hereby own my felf before the world to be one of his 
I difciples, and a follewer of the Lamb. I'll declare 
my abhorence of (in that pierced him, and my gra- 
titude to the lamb for the atoning facrifice he offer- 
ed up for me upon the crofs. I'll triumph in this 
as the only ground of my hope. Til put the crown 
I on his head, and caft all my crowns down at his feet, 
f and cry, Worthy is the Lamb that vtafjlain and has 
redeemed me fromn%y fins by bis blood ; worthy is he 
t* receive all bfnour, power, glory and dominion for 
ever and ever* 

Glory to my dear Saviour, that fceks no greater 
return for all his labour of love, than a thankful re- 
membrance cf it at his table. Oh, mould I grudge 
I to give fuch a fmall return to him that fuftWd the 
I pains of death and hell for me ! Had he bid me fa- 
crifice my firft-born, and give all I have to the poor, 
or go in pilgrimage to the holy land to vifit his fe- 
pulchre, or go to the top of mount Calvary where 
l the crofs flood, as a token of thankfulnefs for his love, 
1' could I have refufed it ? But he puts me to no fuch 
■\ harcl task.— -Lord, thou bids me not go to a bloody 
fcaffold to remember thee, but to a well covered 
tabirtp.jp it. Thou bids me not go there to bleed 
of bifep^flr thee, but to eat and dnwk A t\o\. ^*\k«A 
tftMi&hn or water of advcifiVy, Y>v\K. \w«A ^oa^ 
Aiej^fi&ns the heart, and wine x\\*\ c\\rac* ^ 
4roepihg faith, bread and win* nvYu«V* \>n^ v * 
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Gee"* factiit lij z3oe~. sizl x vis =a5e id ciy, 
rj /^.iti Gz*--m:\z-zi. zzrs. -1r i« ci /-.I'll 
j+~jt~'jtr ise ~—+r?-r-±zl-t-^3 rf i.T_Jc r^iia. that 
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MEDITATION XL 
From Peili?. i. 25. 
For I am in a fir an bctvixt fcrc— « 

Af> the apoflle was in a (trait whether to chafe to 
die or to live, fo I 2m in a frrzit whether to go 
to thi: J.orcl'f! table, cr to ttay back. Now, thou 
t&)M} tile, Ujfd, to celebrate the memorial* of tHy 
'A*///, >^*, to /eafl with thee *l \Y.v VoVj *3&te* 
*"f / krow not -.-/.at to chis(V. v 1 *ro \\\ * tonto.^*- 
w*'rt tw<; My heart ic fo unholy, *\v\ w*j ««** 
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fhinefs fo great, I tremble to go forward to feaft with 
a God fo holy, and whofe purity is infinite ; and yet 
my wants are fo many, and my neceffities fo great, 
that my cafe is fo hopelefs if I flay back : Lord, I can 
go to no one elfe in all tbe world to fupply my needs, 
but to thvfelf alone. — But oh, when I think of go- 
ing forward, my guilt ftops ny mouth, and fills me 
with blu thing;* Lord, if the holy angels, thefe pure and 
unfpqtted ferapbims, who bum in zeal for thy fer- 
vice, »u(l even cover their faces before thee ; how 
(hall I venture into thy pre fence, I whofe zeal is fo 
languishing, whofe love is fo cold, whofe mind is fo 
earthly, and prayers fo dull I ihall 1 approach fo near 
a holy God in fuch a cafe r But what then fliall I 
do ? Shall I join with thefe worldlings who were bid- 
den to the feaft of the great king, refufe, and make 
my excufe ? Then I fear the king will be angry, de- 
clare me unworthy to tafte of his fupper, yea, fwear 
in his wrath that I fhall never enter into his red. 
■ Lord, 1 abhor myfelf for my unworthinefs and , 
yilenefs, my guilt and pollution; but where fliall I 
go to get help and remedy for it, but unto thee a- 
lone ? had thou not bidden me come, tho' my fins be 
red as crimfon ? have not many fuch come to thee, 
and found relief and help? furely, O Lord, thy 
gooduefs is greater than my finfulnels, and thy mer- 
cy furpaffeth my mifeiy ; for tho' my (ins reach even 
to the clouds, yet thy mercy is above the heavens* « 
O merciful Father, extend thy free boundlefs mer- 
cy to a miferable, helplefs (inner : Surely mifery is the 
proper object of mercy* Holy God, if thou help me 
not for the fake of my miftries which I havedeferved, 
.yet help me for the fake of thy mercies which thou 
haft promifrd in Chrift thy dear Son. V4Ymk*&«*^- 
plead for C/irifi's fake, that thou w'\\t Yvtacc jSnfc ^ 
fmymiferies, wd not the cry of my ?\n** ^^ 
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not his precious blood cry louder for pardon, than mr 
fins for punifhment? Lord, hear the cry of that blood, 
and let it not be as > water fpilt upon the ground* 
For the fake of that prevalent blood, pity, par don, and 
accept a poor unworthy creature, that defires to obey 
thy call, and prepare his heart to feek thee, tho* be 
be not cleanfed according to the purification of the 
fan&uary. «... 

Lord, tho' I may be afhamed to come to thee* 
ray needs are' fo prefOng and fore that I cannot 
flay away. To vthomjhall I go but unto tbee,fortbo% 
baft the words of eternal life f The whole creation - 
cannot fupply my wants. Thou only art my sun% 
from whpfe beams I mud receive faving light : thou art 
my beady from whom I muft get fpi ritual life : tbon 
art the root t from which I muft derive Tap and growth; 
thou art Xh% fountain, from which I muft draw living 
water : thou art the treasure, from which I muft ob- 
tain the riches of grace, fo that without thee I am 
~ nothing, I have nothing, I can do nothing.— To thee 
then I muft go for all ray frpplies, and out of thy fill* 
nefs receive grace for grace. — Lord, thou haft enough 
to fupply many worlds of needy fouls ; far the sun 
is not fo full of light, nor the sea fo full of water, 
as thou art full of grace and mercy to needy crea- 
tures : and as thou art full, fo I am allured thou art 
free, and willing to communicate thy fulnefs— In 
£- fpite then ef all objections and difficulties, forward to 
. thee I will go, and caft myfelf down at thy feet ; If I 
perijb, 1 perijb* Oh ! did any ever perifti at mercy's 
door J 

Lord, I have heard of thy mercy to the vera chief 

of tinners, and cannot this mercy reach the like of 

zne? fureljr the viler (inner I am, xVkhi Vw&tka fwr- 

er opportunity to (hew the riche* o£ Ony xft*wj, «&% 

&**ncf$ofthy love, and the efficwy ©i H&i Vtao&> 
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and if 1 be allowed to fhare therein, the Tweet- 
er and loader will the eternal hallelujahs be, that 
will be fung to the Lamb of God on my account. 
that he would glorify his mercy, his love and 
blood, in my relief* Q where (hall a poor heavy 
laden (inner go, but to him that can .free him of 
hk burden ? Where (hall I go with a multitude of 
fins and mifeies, but to thee who haft a multitude 
of tender mercies ? Where fhall I go with my deep 
and heinous guilt, but to thee who haft a deep foun- 
tain to wafh it away ? Behold one depth calleth to 
another, the depth of my mifery to the depth of 
tby mercy ? My wound* is great but thy balm is 
excellent ! My lore is broad, but thy plaifter is an- 
fwerable ! O Lord, be merciful unto me, beal my 
fbul,for 1 bane finned againft tbce. 

Lord, is not the gofpel-feaft I am invited to a 
feaft of charity, to which thou called not the rich, 
but the poor, maiiu'd, halt and blind, who cannot 
make any tetum for thy bounty ? And may not fuch 
a mtferable object as I am take encouragment from 
fiich a free exteafive invitation ? Luke xiv. 2 1 .— 
My bleft Redeemer, while he was on earth, did not S H 
difdain to eat with publicans and finners, nor to dine 
with Simon a leper. And tho' he is now exalted in 
the bigheft. heavens, yet he Hill retains the bowels 
ef a man, and all the pity and charity to perifhing 
finners he had while here in this ftate of humiliati- 
on. Wherefore, fenfible of my unworthinefs, loath- 
ing myfelf for ray vilenefs, and trufting to toy Savi- 
our's compaffion to the miferable, I defire to go for- 
ward to his holy table : O that he would direct and 
ftrengthen me to go about fuch a weighty work I Lxx 
not that ordinance, which God h&x\\ wiftx'oafcsk "Vox ■&. 
hlefling, be made a cmfe to me tVwiV ttoj \\vynoV<\v5 
irtaking. Lord, reauke ail unfe*fotf\Ac ^"W$* 
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and wandrings that would mar the auvy v 
and actuate in me every proper grace, and ena 
to manage fo, that 1 may not difhoneur, but j 
, thee ; I may not increafe my guilt, 'but aogme 

" grace ; I may not bring more hardnefs, but fi 

£ into my lieart. Lord, defcend thou into my 

4 by the influences of thy fpirit, that I may afcei 

to thee by the actings of grace ; and^when tb 
'• fits at his table, let my fpikenard fend for 

froell therefore. Lord, I look to thee for ftr 
conduct and through* bearing, in every ftrs 
truft not in my preparation, but in thy free i 
for acceptance ; I truft not in my faith but i 
faithfulnefs, who haft promifed to give power 
„... faint; I truft not in my repentance, but in tfe 

"**%• pardoning mercy ; I truft not in my doings, 

tf Chrift's doings. O take away my filthy gan 

H and clothe me with the beft robe, The Lori 

Rightbousnesness. I will go in the ftrength 
Lord God, Infill make mention of thy rrgbieo' 
even of thine only. Awake, north-wind^ an 
tboufoutbj blow upon my garden, tbat tb< 
i. may flow out. If thy prefence go not with t 

j;j T' ry me up hence. 

!' ! The Lord made a breach on the Ifraelites 

feeking him after the due order, i Gbron. x 
He fmote 50,000 of the Betbjbemites for a 
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\}t r rent look into the ark, which typified Ch 

* ' ' ' what canfe'then have I to fear a ftroke, (hou 

\y touch the fyrnboh of his body and bloc 
ing this ordinance is intended fur doing 1 
the king of Zion, O fave me from doinj 
* to him, by betraying him with a kifs, or 

wg his piflnre, or great feal, into a. v^d 
V f/o prepare for this fcaft* tVwfc the- V)V 

^ v Ae / am watchful of \u* e. 
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sour, and fearful of bis anger. Lord, a- 
my heart, ftir^up my graces, and prepare me 
neeting with my Saviour; and let not ray 
vhofe only hope is to be faved by Chrift's 
be fent away from his table with the guilty 
, of the benefit, of blood upon it* 

MEDITATION XII. 

From Philip. iv« 19* 

%y God Jball fupply allytur needs* accord* 
j to bis riches in g lory, Ly Cbrift Jejus* 

EAVENLY Father, out of thy rich bounty 
thou wall pleafed once to lay up a great dock 
5 in my progenitors hands, but they very foon 
Icred it all away, fo that I am become extreme* 
>r and needy* Oh ! what can I do in thit indi- 
condition, but cotae back to thee fer pity 
ew fupplies \ For ever blefled be thy name, 
e reviving news thou had published in the gof- 
hat thou had now laid up a new dock for 
jpt (inner* in the hands of a fuiety that can- 
il, and had erected a throne of grace for iuch 
in to come to in time of need, where Chrift 
my furety (its, as commiffioned by thee, with 
us riches to fupply my wants.— Many are 
" k which thou thinks fit to leave upon m?, 
have the more errands unto this throne, 
tiUnayed the oftener hear my voice. O 
it upon me a fpirit of grace and Amplication, 
nufe me delight is approaching to vtafe* «s& 
g out my wants before thee. 
old, Lord, 3 needy creature* W cfo^&. <& V 
"oachiog to a liberal Saviour, >rttfrifc **Vw 
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no bread ; 1 am nakeJ ?.nd have .i- cloa 
woundttd and have no cwrc ; 1 a.-i u\ 6 
no money ; I am polut-d and have i 
I am hardened and have no rrit ; I h* 
myfelf and can find no help in myfel 
there is help for me el fe where : 1 have 
mercy of the king of Ifraely and of 
he hath provided for thole who are belt 
xmTerable. Wherefore, tho' I be px>i 
defpair, for thou art the I^ord of the 
and haft opened thy treafures to the r 
I be polluted. I will not defpond, for t 
fountain of falvation : Tho' I be uake< 
with Adam run from thee and hide my 
will run to thee to cover me with the wo 
of the Lamb of God, even the fpotlef* 
and innocence of my Saviour : Tho' \ 
and ftarving, Til take encouragemen 
glad tidings thou haft proclaimed in th 
rich feaft for the poor and needy. — Lurd 
thee as the hungry to be fed, as the 
clothed, as the wounded to be healed, 
ftarving creature to the fire, as the un 
warned in the fountain that is opened. 
houfe of David onl> , but even to the p< 
tent in Jerufalem. Glory to God, tha 
and open to the poor and needy* 

Lord, I come not to thy table becaufe J 

but becaufe thou art rich in mercy, and 

that the needy JbaH not be forgotten, , 

p&atUn oftbepoorjballnotperijh; at 

f&t/oor and needy feck water * andtl 

amd tieir tongue failctb for tbirfi, i 

«>/// J,*r //>0i*, and of en rwen *h t 
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and fountains in midjl of the vallles* O come, do 
as thou haft laid, pity a poor, needy, perilling ciea- 
I ture, and fill my narrow veflel ©ut of the ocean .of 
: thy mercy, where it will not be miffed— Ome to 
I the feaft of thine own appointment, and difplay thy 
fulnefs and liberality. Caft upon the doors of thy 
treafures, and allow me accefs to Chiift's unfearcha- 
We riches.. Thy word, Loid, doth afliirt me, 
that in all ages thou haft beflow'd thefe riches upon 
the poor and reedy, without money, a! d without 
price. And this doth warrant 'me to plead vith 
thee to come to thy hoyfe, where many hecdy beg- 
gar* are gathered, and icatter thy bounty among 
them, and admit me to gather with them U let 

not fuch a miferable object go from thy dooi with- 
; out an alms, without a crumb of the childrens bread, 
feeing there in bread enough in thy houfe, a* id to 
fpare. O let nor.e return afhamed from the foun- 
> tain who come expecting water. Thou- haft pro- 
nrifed to pour water upon she thirfty, and (lot/ds 
Upon the dry ground. Oh, is there any more dry, 
More poor, more needy than I am ! Lord make me 
at thirfty as I am cii 7, as humble as I am poor, and 
as fenfible as I am needy. Alas, that I have fo 
little fenfe of my want* 1 Oh, deal not with me ac- 
cording to my fenfc of need, which is fmall, but deal 
with me according to my real need, and thy royal 
bounty, which is exceeding great. 

O that I were poor and needy in my own eyes, 
and truly fenfible of my own wants ; that 1 am 
drown'J in dr bt to the law and juftice of God, owe 
many thoufands and have not one farthing to jay; 
that I am deftitute of every thin^that.U ^pa&>vasBk. 
do nothing to p/eafe God and am ^qlw««c5n*j <& ^ 
leaft efhis mercies. O that \ v*ext. tttt&e. h»"^\« 
to quit all confidence in rny o^^ ^\\*»&* Sv > 
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duties, frames, or attainments ; and well content to 
go entirely out of myfelf to Chrift, for right ecu fnefi 
to juftify me, and for his fpirit and grace to renew 
and fanttify my nature. 

Lord, I am poor, but I fee God lias treafured tip 

unfearchable riches, and infinite fulnefs in Jefus Chrift, 

to anfwer all my needs : — I am naked, but I fee in 

Chrift a robe of righteoufnefs, that is fufficient to 

cover me, and a whole elect world ; 1 am a ftarv> 

ing creature, but in Chrift there is the bread of life* 

and the waters of life for my foul ;— I am foolHh 

and ignorant, but Chrift hath infinite wifdom to 

teach me and guide me ; — I am loaded with guiltj 

but Cbrift's facrifice is fufficient to atone for it ;— 

I have firong lufts and corruptions, but Chrift hath 

a kingly power to fubdue them ;— I am under much 

darknefs, but Chrift is the light of the world ;— I am 

tinder fears and difcouragements, but Chrift is the 

consolation of Ifrael ;— -I am wounded and fick, but 

Chrift, my phyfician, hath excellent balm for me ; 

i— I am under a burden of debt, but Chrift . my fare* 

ty, is rich, and fully able to pay it ;— I am in pri- 

fon and under bonds, but Chrift opens prifon doors 

and loofes them that are bound ; — I am fatheiltfs 

by Adam'* fall, but Chrift is the everlaUing father 

in ivbom the fatherless find mercy j— I have many 

enemies to purfne and accufe me, as law, juftice, 

Satan* and conference ; but Chrift my Advocate can 

anfwer them all : — Therefore 1 flee to him for refuge, 

I clofe with him in all his offices, and put my whole 

confidence in him* 

It gives great encouragement to my poor needy 

foul, that I have a Saviour fo full of goodnefs and 

pity to look to 9 a mighty Agent \n Yv£vj*yv \o ^\e«& 

my caufe, and to prefent my b\\\s, ^eutww,^ fcx^ 

'//cations to the Father. I ynX a\\ ro^ «sg*fo» wA 
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concerns in his hand, and commit them to his cars 
and management ; he knows the fitted time to pre- 
fect them, and to fend me an ai.fwer. In the facra- 
ment i fwear allegiance to thee, as my Sovereign 
Lord and King, over my broken body and fhed blood; 
1 engage to fee a true and .faithful foMier in thy ar- 
my, and to take the field againft thy enemies* Ma- 
jry pieces ef /urniture do I need for this warfare ; I 
need the girdle of fmcerity, the fhicld of faith, the 
helmet of hope, the fword of the fpirit, the bread- 
plate of righteoufi:efs, and to have my feet ihod 
with the preparat'n n of the gofpel of peace. But 
glory to thy name, my Redeemer and Captain of 
falvation hath provided a noble aimouiy and ftore- 
houfe to anl'wer all theie my neceifities and wants* 
Lord fupply all my needs out of thy infinite fulnefs, 
and fwnifti me with every thing requifite and necef- 
fary for the work a*d warfare thou calleft'me unto* 
Oh, my enemies are lively,, and they are ilrong : But 
I look to my glorious Captain, to gird me with 
ftrengUi for the battle, and to teach my hands to 
war* 

MEDITATION XIII. 
From Ephes. iii. 19. 

And to know tie love of Christy which passetb 

knowledge. 

WHERE mall I begin my thoughts opntv.*hii 
fubjeft of the love of Chrift to men ? And 
when begun, how (hall I make an end ? It hath a 
breadth and length, a depth ar.d I e'\%ta. \V«X ^f&gefet* 
knowledge. If the apoftle Paul,' vW VA ^ 
brightefl difcovcricz of this \o\e > waiutA ^BtA* "^ 

Fat 
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more may I. I may fooner find out the height of 
heaven, the breadth of the earth, or the depth of 
the fea-, than meafure Chrift's love. It is an un« 
fathomable ocean that hath neither bank npr bot- 
tom. O whither did his love carry him ! From the 
height of glory to the depth of mifery. How low 
and deep was our fall, that nothing could recover 
and raife us up, but the low abatement of the Son of 
God, the King of glory ! flow low was the ftep be 
made to help us up ; even to put on our nature, and - 
fuffer himfelf to be pierced for our tranfgreflions, and 
bruifed for our iniquities ! blefs'd Lord, thou took*ft 
not on thee the nature of angels, but the feed of 
Abraham ; thefe are fail bound up from thee with chains 
of darlcnefs, whilft thou drawefl us to thee with cordi 
of love ! How diftinguifhing was thy love to man, 
that brought thee from heaven to earth, from the ' 
throne te the manger, from the manger to the 
wildernefs, from the wildernefs to the garden, from 
the garden to the judgment hall, from the judg- 

~ ment-hall to the crofs, from the crofs to the grave ; 
yea, from the glory of heaven to the very torments 
of lieil, and all for creatures that were fit obje&i 
for hell ! How wonderful is the fight thou called 
me to fee at the Lord*s table ! Even to fee him fuf- 
feping for fin that never committed fin ? To fee him 
made Jin for us who knew no Jin, that we who kne* 
no righteoufnefs, might be made the righteousness 
of God in bim / An amazing fight indeed. 

Lord, what is man that tbou art mindful of bim! 
O what is he that thou fhouldfi magnify and fet thy 

'> heart on him 1 And what am I, tl.e worft of men, 
and vileft of tinners^ that thou mctfi&ft. ftao^ Co low 
to exalt me! That thou (houldft endure tVi* pwttcj 

of this world, that 1 might enjoy tlic fatal ot Y*e*« 

*b£ Be content to live in the form o£ * fcm« 
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;ht have the adoption of fons ! Be willing 
tiyfelf uato death, to raife me to eternal 
ent to be numbered among tranfgreflbrs, 
»ht have a room among the bleffed ! To 
'd with thorns, that I might be crown'd 
y! To be condemned before men, that I 
juflifled before God I To drink the bitter 
ath, that I might drink the pure river of 

cry out in forrow upon the crofs, that I 
,mph with joy upon the throne ! To (land 
; mouth of hell-furnace, ti keep its flames 
king out on me ? O Lord Jefus, th> love 
lowu all banks, and thy compa (lion knew 

1 Can 1 think on it, and my heart not 
n 1 fpeak of it, and not be overcome, fo 
, with Jofepbi a fecret place to weep in ? 
e that pafleth knowledge ! How (ball I 
t and not ftand amazed ! that the general 
for the foldier, the j.ljyfician f.r the pati- 

the righteous judge cf heaven fhould come 
ir, put himfeU i;i the malefattor'i clothes, 
ndemned for Jii:n ! : hut the bit (Ted fon of 
d interpofe his innocent bread to receive 
I Itroke for u?! That God all-fuflicient 
expofed to hunger and thirir, to grief and 

a;:d the viieft lepreiches ai d indignities 

like us ! Behold the creator of the world 

mangled and killed, by ungrateful erea- 
n he came to fave ! Behold his bowels 
;ovva«u them who pierced them with their 
r.ds ! Heboid his he:«rt burning wilh afc 
vard trem that cruelly pierced it ! furely 

via* of this love oi C.WvftA* ta!&£tt&x V* 
eji: lucre cold and froitw xJcflrci vcifc "*M&^ 

thonvMe I Who ca»\ w\w&Mfc\\3 Sw^ 
at/j a height without a. to^* *. ^ 



, without end ! Aftoniftiing love ! that n 

Lord fhould (loop ib low as to become a t 
L . a poor man, a man of forrows, a deferted 

■ I j ing man, and alfo a dead man, for fuch i 

f ' l i\ \ . ™e ! Nay, more, that he fhould (loop tc 

1 *?• curfe, and endure a dreadful load of wra 
■y .1 ' innocent foul, infinitely more heavy than ' 

] upon any damr.ed foul in hell 1 . 

\ , O what a Tea of wrath did my loving 

[ ' thro't to fave me from perifhirg ! Behol 

y \ ^ raging fea wrought, ar.cl was tempefru* 

raoft terribly, and threatned to fwallcw i 
> ^ the reft of the elect world ; till once my 

\v. ftcpt in, *nd undertook to be the facrifia 

ing the fea ! Take me up (faid he like 5 
» throw me into the fea, aid ye fliall be a 

l\ : j this red fea our bleffed Jonab wa? contt 
1 ; for thirty-three year*, without feeking < 
''* till once the fea was ptrfeclly calm, aHd 

\ foul out of danger. Marvellous lour 

Oh that I could, with a fuitable fiami 
both remember and admire redeeming lo 
deeming bloody when 1 go to fit down 
deeoaer's table. O that I may there 
fight of the various inftances of his love, t 
[ i knowledge* Let me there view Chrift ir 
: ;1 *nd in the manger; in his weary fleps 
' ' f. Ixwels ; in his probations in the gardei 
1 jj ted drops of bloody fweat. Let me vi< 
; ji with a crwn of thorns, and his face 
j with the rfoldier's fpit. Let me view 
mt00 t j" narch to Calvary^ and his elevations up 

/ cra/s, witbbk head bowed down, and h\s 
iog Mood! O unparalleled \o*a\ \ 
tcndcrfgl lore to hurt fcnt one oi xV 
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to fuflfer for us ; but to give him whom all 
iphinis ferve and adore, is love that passetb 
dge I L«t me view the fcripture-delignations 
;es ofbim that loved us, end cave bimfelffvr 
t he might wa(h us in his blood, 
s our 1mm ami eU the Wonderful^ the CourfeU 
i Mighty God, the Everlafting Father, tb* 
of peace, the King cf kings, and Lord of 
he Prince of the kings of the earthy the Lord 
y, the Rose ©/Sharon, the plant of renown, 
*btnefs of bis Father's glory % the express 
fbts perfon, the bright and morning ftar* 
of right eoufnefr, the light of the world, the 
ftbe Churchy the beginning and fir ft born 
he dead\ the appointed heir of all things* 
be that loved us, and gave him felf to die for 
rmption of a crew of rebels, grace-abufing and 
lighting tinners ! Oh, what am I that thou 
(pare, yea ranfom andfeafr me in fuch a man- 
ng ago might'ft thou have fhaken off the hand 
providence fuch a viper a3 I am into fire un. 
bfe ; and there made me to knew, to fad expe. 
what it is to abufe free grace* by the lofs of 
rlory. — But, inftead of that, thou haft pitied 
d me, become my furety, to appeafe juftice 
ieinous fins, by thy blood, when no other facri- 
!d do. Lord, I welcome thy love-feaft ; I lay 
[ on the head of the facrifice, and reft upon it ; 
, Lord) help my unbelief O that I may 
th live under the continual fenfe of my 
obligations to my glorious furetj , . that 
alee his soul an offering for sin* O what 
tail I give him for all h\? to\i\-XTOs«\ vccA 
or me ? O that I could fpeud w\^ <wVk*\s, 
?ach day of it, in roagmfcf\r.£ Ya* \w^ to& 
spratfe. Now, blejfed be bis *IotV>us 
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name for ever and ever; let the whole earth bi 
filled with bis glory* Amen and Amen* (,f 

MEDITATION XIV. 

From Luke xxii. 44* 



'A 



X 

1 






And being in an agony — bis five at was as it vers 
great drops of blood~ 

OMy foul, this text affords thee great fiibjeft 
of thought, when thou goeft to remember 
thy dear Saviovr at his table. Here I f<$ him in a 
bloody agony ! And firft, let me obferve the place 
where hia agony began, the garden of Getbfeman^ 
which lay in the valley of JeboJbapbat> on the eaft- 
fide of Jerufalem, at the foot of the Mount of Olives. 
Now, it was in the valley of Jebojbapbat that God 
did plead with the nations in Chrift their furety, 
Joel iii. 2. The word Getbfemane fighifies a mill ar 
prefs for olives, as being probably the place where 
they prefled the olives that grew on the mount, and 
there fqueezed the oil out of them* In this placet 
it pleafed the Father to bruife Chrift, our true olive, 
that fo out of his fulnefs tke fiefli oil of his merit 
and grace might flow abundantly to needy fouls - 
Never was there fuch an olive prefled there before 
fmce the firft planting of that mount ! never wai 
there fuch precious oil fecn as Jefus's blood ! O that 
I may partake of the root and fatnefs of that good 
olive which was prefled here, and of that oil* which 
will make my grace to grow, and my face to fhine! 

As it was in a garden that man's (in and miCery 
firft began, fo it was in a garden that our blefled fare* 
ty began his lad expiatory fuffenn^t f ot ta.t *Vok& 
cafi him into a fearful agony- As tVve %vto& <A 
Men produced man s nrifery \ fo the fwtoaolGaia- 
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tmane provided a remedy. that when I walk 
i»d retire myfelf in a garden, I may have grace to 
hink ferioufly, and with fuitable affe&ions upon the 
las of men, and the fufferings of my Saviour for 
.hem I and, at the fame time, to fend up my ejacu. 
ations to ©od, for an intereft in his agony and a* 
anement, and for the comfortable intimation there. 
)f to my foul* When my dear Redeemer was in his 
igony of foul } I read of his offering up prayers and 
\upplicatnns to God, vsttb firing crying and tears y 
Heb. v* 7* And have I no prayers nor tears to o$fer 
up to God at the remembrance of his agony ? espe- 
cially wlten 1 confider how much my fins contribut- 
ed to throw him into it. O how ftrong and bit- 
ter were my Surety's cries at this time, when God 
broiled his foul, and poured down a flood of his wrath 
Bpon him ? He cried, till he was fpent with crying ; 
He grew hoarfe with it, and his throat fo dried, that 
be could cry no more; PsaU lxix. 3. Now was 
bis foul in travail, and great caufe had be for his 
throng crying and tears! He was (ilent under al! tho 
pains of his body, and under his fufferings from men ; 
all that time he is dumb as ajbeep before bis Jbear- 
trs : But) behold when fierce wrath from God alight- 
ed on his foul, he cries vehemently ; and he prayed 
rood earneiUy and importunately for fupport and 
tbroughbeaiing under this terrible florin. O that, from 
my Saviour's example, 1 ma y learn, when under foul 
trouble and inward diftrefs, to make my prayers to 
God more earned awd fervent, and to perfevere with- 
out fainting^ which I have great encouragement to 
do, from this, that my Saviour's fervent prayers atvd 
tears have made way for mine* 

J observe aifb in thw paffage, \Yflfc ^ofe ?^p&i ^ 
Chrift's foul iijcreafed fo much, that \* ^st^Aoi» 
weztxsf blood over his bodj -, yv* % %f**& Sxv& 
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clods of blood, which, by his violent agony, burfi 
thro* his ve«y clothes, and watered the ground where 
he lay. O what trouble and anguifb, pangs and 
forrows, dtieitions and fbugg lings, rauft his foul have 
endured at this time, under the burthen of Gcd'i 
wrath for his people's tins, which put his facred body 
and blood into fuch a dreadful commotion and fer- ■ 
ment ! O what a prodigious and preternatural fwtat ] 
was this I Never was the like heard of fince the world I 
began i According to the c mrfc of nature, Ghrirt's ly. 1 
ing in the open air, in a cold night, upon the cold 
ground, with the greatnefs of his confirmation, fhould 
Lvc drawn all his blood inward from the external 
pai ts of his* body : But ChrifVs fweating and bleeding 
was altogether preternatural. He Iweat without 
external heat, he bled without external wousd. 
The fire of divine wrath now kindled in his fonlj 
wa? fo very hot and raging, that it made the blood 
about his heart to boil, and burft through both flefli 
and garments. He had received at this time, no 
wound nor external violence from any hand ; no 
Judas, no foluier, no tormentor, had yet attacked 
him ; no fpear, no nail, no thorn or fcourge had yet 
touched his facred body, awd yet he bleeds moft plen- 
tits 11 y J Oh, but the faprd of jufiice had reached 
hii:>, and made a deep wound and wide gafh in his foul; 
at which breach a fea of wrath brake in with fuch rvh 
leiice, that it overwhelmed him ; made him fall firft 
en his kiiees, and then Hat on the ground, where be 
Jay agonizing and trymg, till all the waves and bil- 
lows of divine vengeance went over him. Ob, 
what a dreadful preffure was my Saviour's f-ml under 
at tuis time I What iqueczing anguifh had he about 
his heart, that made his b:dv to ftruggle, and fweat 
in inch a manner, io that every pote o£ V\* \wtaj Yk» ( 
*amc a bleeding wound ! O Uoy* avrtuWy Wi\V \ 



•d with this tragical light I How thankfully ihould 
smber my Reederaer's love, when he calls me 
it at his holy table \ 

my Saviour's agony I may fee, as in a glafs ? the 
lant evil and curfed nature of fin, that no lefs 
atone for it than the foul travail and agony of 
ar Son of God ! Can I ever make light of fin, 
I view the great drops cf blood Handing above 
irments, while he lay grovelling on the earth 
anguifh of his foul 1 Shall I not henceforth 
(in, and ftand in awe of offending a juft and 
5od, feeing it is fuch a fearful thing to fall into 
ids: If such things were done in tbe green 
vtbat flail be done in tbe dry f Was the. . 
: wrath fo terrible to the innocent human nature 
ift, when presented to him, that he flirinked 
ied out I O what will it be to guilty tinners I 
1 may fee how coftly the redemption of fouls 
e • his could be compaffed, God mult be made 
eternity muft fuffer death, the Lord of angels 
veep in a cradle, the Creator of the world muft 
ike a (lave I he muft lye in a manger at Bctb- 
, cry i;i an agony at Getbsemanc* die on a crofs 
Ivary ! Unfpotted righteoufnefs muft be made 
d unblemi(hed bltfftdnefs muft be made a curfel 
Chrift value fouls at fo high a rate ! and (hall 
e fo iooiiih as throw them away for a thing of 

re I may fee the great difficulty of making peace 
God, when once his law is broken ; no lefs 
do it than the Wood, arid foul agony of the 
f God ; even an infinite ran lb hi muft be paid 
iod would be reconciled to man. O how 
am T beholden to Chrift that ^tattctf&L'S&fcA^ 
Htion that prevented wy v\i\\\, Vj XsficaMlj 
> out of my hand ! O'tYifc cv^Vt, &xu8*^ 

G 
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me was mingled with wrath and curfi s, a cup full 
of vengeance prefled down, heaped up, fhaken toge- 
ther, and running over; a tup, which if men or 
angels had but tailed, they had reeled, daggered, 
ar.d fallen headlong into hell: yet faid Ghiilr, ere 
:::iy cf my elett ones drink it, I will do it for them ; 
reach it hither to me bitter as it is.— Oh how ready 
was Chrifl to engage- for men! and how willing 
ay as he to perform ! how ready, full and free was 
the t\ :iintaiii of his blood to wafli the defiled ! Be- 
I. rid how freely it ifTued forth before a wound was 
opened ; all his veins and pores poured it forth, with* 
•W»P-t waiting for the tormentors. Lord, make me as 
^jfenTiog and ready to apply it. Did Chiifl w re file in 
•air agony to obtain the redemption of loO finners; 
and (hall not I vreftle, as in an agony, to get an in- 
ure A in this redemption, and the evidences thererf 
cli^artJ up to my loul i O for faith and fervency in 
r;av.:r* tiat 1 may wredle without ctafing for the 
raF nance of his love, that I nny go with joy to his 
tabic. 

MEDITATION XV. 



From Is a. liii. 7. 



1 



lie opened not his mouth ; be Is brought as a 
Lamb to the slaughter. 

T becomes me to read and conficer thefe words 

with great attention, feeing they were the occafi- 

on of the Ethiopian eunuch's convriTion ; for it was 

while he read ai)d thought on thefe woids, that God 

fc/jt /&/Jfp to join him, A&s viii. 29. C) that God 

would, w like manner, fend his holy fpvut to y»\u\nf. 

'A/fe I HK7 meditating on them* 



obferve th*t Chrift is the great facrifice pro- 
>y God to make atonemer.t tor our fins: He is 
rat antitype and fubftance <f all the lambs and 
:hat were off re 1 up in facrifice under the law, 
rrefore he is often in the new teOaroent csPed 
wib^tbe Lamb of God) and t be Lamb slain* 
writ of God feems to have a peculiar deii^h: 
Hing upon this type of the Lamb> more than 
other of the old teflament typrs; and (hcuhl 
elight in it too, and often with pleafuie m:\*-.i 
;i of the Lamb, tbe worthy Lamb, t'lat \v!;l 
)bpcfc of thepraifes of faints and angels threu -.•/:! 
ni;y I 

\hv\X is reprefented by a larxb, to roir.t o;it 
locnce of his perfon, the meekne ft of h«-j i;-:- 
;he ufefulnefi of his benefits, and hi--, patii'nc:. 
fufferingi. How patient \i tie lamb um-'-x 
\\ It is filent b"»th before the flu-arcr ?.:■!. 
•; it parts with its fleece in (hearing '■'-') 
ith its life in flaughter time, without ;;•. y 
' refiftance* Dogs and fwine howl and cry when 
e is offered to them, but the lamb is quite (!• 
So Chrift the Lamb of God opened not his 

uuder the g re ate ft revilings, mockings, 
igs, fpittings, piercings, and the mod cruel 
which he fuffered from men, i Fct* ii. 23. 
ice it is faid in the text, when he was led to 
ighter, be opened not bis mouth : he opened 

mouth unlefs it was to blefs, teach, or pray 
)fe who injured him ; yea, he not only did 
nt alfo plead an excufe for them, Father for- 
tem.for they know not what they do. And 
s reiurreclion, how rtady ^*&>&\*\!Em£fAjK^ 
> m e all that wronged Vunl VQ\v^\ ^nvsn^w 
preach remiffion of ut\* to *V& hicaV^ ^ 
nat Jerufalcm. Luke »\s. ^n^sx*^ 
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4. Behold this meek Lamb, before he was brought 
to the (laughter, led up and down from place to 
place, from the garden to the high pritft, from the 
high piled to Pilate, from Pilots to Herod, from 
Herod hack to Pilate-, from Pilate to Calvary- Be- 
bold him mecked, abuTed, and difgraced by them, 
buffeted and fpit upon, crowned, fcourged, and pierc- 
ed, and yet never refills nor complains. He willingly 
gave bis back to the [miters, and biscbeeks totpem 
that plucked off tbe bair and hid not hia face from 
fpittiog. Now, the meek Lamb is content to he at 
the 1 '.;' caught in (be thickets, to be fiaugbtercd 
and facrificed in oar room, who were lying hounJ 
like Isaac, to have been the facrifice. Oh, it was 
our fins that plaited the thorns ; they alfo were the 
reed that drove them into hi? temptes, yet he opened 
not his mouth. 

5. Now this flaughtered Lamb is ferbefore my 
eyes in 'the facranient, aiid God's call to me is, fa- 
bold tbe Lamb of God, John i. 19. Now let me 

■ bfhuU him with an earned and Ready lonk, with 
faith and expectation, that 1 may get healing to all 
mj diic-afcs. As no flung Israelite got healing from 
the brazen ferpent, unlels they lioked to it. fo none 
can get benefit from Chrid onleft they behold him. 
May 1 never look away from this Lamb, to my 
tears, convifiions, pr.ivers, reformations or au«\ 
thing ellc; feeing the bed cf duties will make bad 
Saviour's. If 1 expeft falvation from other things, 
I am undone, forthere is no other name given u*der .1 
heaven whereby men can be faved : but if I look u 
the Lamb of God, my falvation is fecured by his pro- 
tniie, f.ta. x/v. 22. 
6. There was no hotfc in Egyp t bSe *«nn ***■» 
Spying angel, but thofe who tad \\*w &ww*' V**- 
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no foul fafe from the fword of revenging juuice, but 
tbofe who by faith put themfelve3 under the protec- 
tion of the blood of this (lain Lamb. - Let me there- 
fore take the bunch of hyffop, Faitb, and dip it in 
the bafon of the new covenant, and fprinkle this 
blood on my guilty foul, and fo I (hall be fafe. 

7. How bleifed is their character who follow the 
Lamb, Rev. xiv. 4- may I follow him as my phyfi- 
cian to cure me, my righteoufnefs to juftify me, my 
life to quicken me, my hufband to fupply my wants, 
my guide to conduct me, my pattern to direct me in 
my fleps. Let me learn from his example, to be pa- 
tient without murmuring, when I am under afflic- 
tion. Let me learn meeknefs towards men, when 
1 meet with reproaches or injuries from them.— Let 
me learn a readinefs to obey God s call to every 
duty. O did Ghrift go willingly to the flaughter 
for us ; and mall X be backward to pray, communi- 
cate, part with (in, or do any thing he requires of 
me ? Let me, in all duties and ordinances, feek af- 
ter the Lamb a prefence, feeing my eternal happinefs 
lies in being ever with the Lamb) and to be fed and 
led by him, Rev. vii. 16. 

MEDITATION XVI. 

:> From Ephes. 1. 7. 

In nubom we have redemption tbro* bis blood. 

HOW difmal is our cafe by nature ! We are 
flaves to (in and Satan, and prifoners to the 
juftice of God, being fentenced to die* dowcft&. v^ 
wrath, and referred to public judgment tov& *sk« 
ecution. In this miserable condition v*etfc ^X to»^- 
W, until Chrin came to ranfotn w •- *&& ^ ^ 0> 
&cult and colli} was our retempuin to CfctfS 
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no lefs could be the price of it, than hi* , 
blood. The glorious Son of God, wlio created 
heaven and earth, mull become a creature, be bori 
of a woman, and pour out his blood on an ignomi- 
niaus crofs, before we would be redeemed from (in 
and wrath, O how valuable mull (he blood of tbH 
infinite perfon be ! What is the blood of earthlj 
king) and princes to this blood ? furely one drop m 
it is of more value, than an ocean of theirs ! and yet 
every drop of this blond was poured out upon lid 
ground for our redemption.— In this blood I fee fuu- 
dry thing* : 

1. The amazing love of Chrifl, 
blood for the redemption nf fuch 
creatuies mod ugly, that had loft the 
and got Satan's image pictured in lis room 
were thereby fit cbjefls for hell. — Creatures 
feme as dead carcafes, being dead in trt-fpaffes 
yet thele he loved fo as to (bed his blood, and 
to death for them. For as lovely n Sarah 
whiie alive, yet when dead, Abraham could look 
her no more, but would have her buried out a 
liglit. But Chritl fad not fo of his eleft fpoufe 
dead ; no, (aid he, let me blred and die for r 
bring her to life ; ttio' at the lame time (he w» 
more loathfome than Job with his boils, Lat 
with his foies, or any dead carcafe with vermin, 
what caule could be given for the love of a bleedi 
Jefus i well iuiglit he fay, I lovcA you, beeaufe 
loved you i and I love y-*» fr'"{y — And O wi 
wbiit fnrr.w. pain and aeoiiy, was his bletding tare 
stientled, while his dew foul was overwhelmed 
the icrrr/j/e billows of his htW 
knew well before hand all tlitfe tuffiranvj?, 
Mrf ingredients tn the cup, f « Y» ■woaU 
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at would drink up his fpirits ; the burning thirft 
at the heat of divine wrath would create in him ; 
;t willingly did he go to bleed and die, like a lamb 
the {laughter, love that pajfetb knowledge ! 
2* In Chrift's blood I fee the glory of infinite wif- 
>m difplayed : who could y <* found out a way to 
concile juftice and mercy, 010 i fatisfy both their 
mands about Adam's fallen ftce ? A general coun- 
[|of angels could never have thought of the Son of 
xl's being made fleOi, ana (hedding blood i how 
ocking would the fuggeftion have been, if God had 
t made it ? But, behold hereby infinite n»ifdom 9 
th difcovered a way ta gratify both juftice and 
;rcy: to puni(h fin, and yet pardon thefiqner; 
maintain the honour of the Law-mater, and yet 
iferve the life of the Law breaker : hereby Mercy 
(ktisfied in fparing the rebel, and yet Juftice more 
>rified, and fin rendered more odious, than if the 
ner himfelf had been eternally damned for it— 
ly, tho' all the men on earth had been caft into 
ll-fire for Gn, and the angels with them, it had 
en no fuch inftance of juftice , as Chrift's bleeding 
i dying for fin : for what is the punifhing of crea- 
res, to the fuffering of the creator ! 
3.' This blood being the blood of G~d, hath infi- 
e virtue and efficacy ; it hath purchafed the church 
God, and all grace and glory to her, Acls, xx. 
• it protects all who come under the covert of it 
in the wrath of God, Exod. xii 13. When I Jee 
1 bloody I will paf s over you, and t be plague Jball 
t be upin you to defiroy you> *wben 1 /mite tbe 
id of Egypt.— This blood, which is the ^t\c£ o& owe 
\tmpt\on, hath marvellous effects ; \fc \>Ye.^ta Kwt 
guilty, and obtnius pardon o£ &n, ^vc*.^rv^ 
r nearnefs to, atid communion w YtYi Vvrft. ^*- 
ref, heals, fathBca and beautiftes nerAtafe toA* < 
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it teals rbe new teftamcnt, overcom 
liberates cite prifoners, opens heaven's (raws, a* 
gives boldnefs to enter in: the perfon of out re 
deemer being preferable to a million of worlds fill 
of men and angels, his blood alone might well fm 
for an elefl world. . What lins can be fo heinous a 
fo numerous, but th(Vr>lood of God can walb awaj 
This was famous <-■ inmrr's fupport that day h 
fuffered martyrdom ; when hit heinous fin of reuoW 
cing the truth flared* him in the face, and he « 
greatly dejefled for it, be broke out, furcly Gs 
•a>a:madcjlejb,andjbtd bit blond, nitfarUjerto 
only, but for grcatfmt alfo; Thi; relieved him an 
made him die with courage. This blood can b 
in all ftraits, deliver frum all fears, and is able 
fare to the uttermofl. It hath faved many »i 
have condemned themfelves, and thought their b 
vatiun impoffible. It hath eafed many confciencc 
when the terrors of the Almighty have furroundt 
them, and his arrows have fluck fall in them. ■ 
hath unftinged death, and carried many fafe thw 
its darked vallies. This blood hath cleanfed " 
whole hearts were filthy as the mire, and 
lives fwarmed with the moll abominable lulls, fit 
as the Corinthian!, 1 Cor. vi, n. and three tin 
fand of thofe who had embrued their hands in lb 
ding of it, A3i Li. 36. Nay, it is able to taj« 
way the fins of a world, John " 




by faith, apply it to ray fores, wvi ^Uad i 
God : " Lord I am an »iw\%Vtowm titvvat,'«* 
"here U juftifyinfc blood-, my V«wx_~» >wJw* 



most affeSling sight. 83 

at here is healing blood ; my lufts are firong, but 
lere is'moi tifying blood ; my heart is hard, but 
ire is foftning blood ; my atfe&ions are dead, but 
?rc is quickning blood ; my love is cold, but here 
hearts wanning blood. When 1 am at the holy 
ible, I am near this bleffed remedy ; O let mc 
3t mils a cure when the. balm of Gilead is among 
y hands ; let me not perifli in my guilt be fide the 
yen fountain. Oh, this blood hath healed 
loufands, and (hall I remain under my plagues ? 
.Lord, let that innocent blood, which run from 
iy hands, heart and fide, drop on my guilty 
>ul, and cleanfe me from all (in. O my glorious 
[ceding Lamb, iftbou wi/l, thou canft make me 
lean* O fay to me as thou didft to the leper, I 
fill, be tbou clean* Surely blood is more able 
9 fave me than my fins are to deftroy me." 
• How jufl is it that 1 fhould commemorate the 
Jdiug of this blood in the way that Chrift ap- 
its ? Lord, help me to go to thy table, and rea- 
the (bedding of this blood to myfelf, as much as 
bad flood by the crofs, and feeii it with my eyes 
zing from his wounds. Let my faith be the e« 
juce of things not feen, and let it realize the Oied- 
5 of Chrifi's blood as evidently to me, as if I 
actually fren it. Ah, I cannot f «y it is fo, while 
eyes are lb dry and my heart ib hard ; alas for 
ftupid, unconcerned heart, that doth not buift 
» love and tears at the faciamental view of this 
3d Oiedding i How can 1 fee thefe hands, that 
y the iceptre of the heavers, nailed to the tree 
•eprojidi, and not mourn ? How can I fee thefe 
t that trample on the powers of hell, nailed \o •&. 
*, and not weep? Did the earth treu\\Ae> \ck\^> 
f, fun hide, and htawm darken, awi nn\\\ wvrt. 
v,,V te raid tor fin that c<mi\.<\ *\W 
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fince tbou, Lord, comes to me in flreams of 1 

let me go forth and meet thee with dreams of 

Oh ! fhall 1 be more fparing of my tears for € 

than he was of his blood for me ? Can I fee 

precious blood run down in ftreams, and my 

not pour out fome drops ? Can I refufe dro 

water for ftreams of blood ? Can I fee the bio 

the King of Kh»gs fpilt like water on the gn 

and the earth drinking it up, and my heart 

rend for (bedding it ? Oh that my bead were vi 

and mine eyes d fountain of tears, that I n 

weep day and night for the {lain Lamb of God 

6. How dreadful muft the crime be to treat 

blood under foot by unbelief, or unworthy cm 

nicating ! Had Zimri peace that Jlev bis ma) 

And can I have peace, if 1 be guilty of the bio 

him that is my mafler and redeemer both ? Hoi 

will my cafe be, if that blood, which alene can 

cure my pardon, (hall cry for my eternal pn 

ment ? Deliver me from blood guiliine)s 9 Go 

O that I could \alue and efteem, plead, audi 

this precious blood more ! Lord, accept of it 

full fatisfacYion for all my fins, and an all 

ficient price for my foul's redemption. Is not 

drop of thy Son's blood of more value than i 

of mine ? My fins, alas, have {hut me out of 

radijej but O let this blood open faradife to n 

gain ; and let me, thro' this red fea, enter 

the leavenly Canaan ; I know 1 can have no c 

paflage to it. Lord impute not the guilt, bat 

n.erit of this blood to nit. 
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MEDITATION XVII. 
From Fsal» Ixxii. 6. 

c shall come down Hie rain upon the mo 
grajjy as showers that water the earth. 

rHIS is fpoken and promifed of Chrift, a 
ferres to teach us, that Cbrift coming to h 
urcb and people, by the gracious influence b of h 
ly fpirit| is moft ufeful and refrefhing to their fouls 
e mowers of rain to the dry ground, or a reea- 
w newly cut to make k fpring again.— Chriftlefs 
lis are like the dry ground, without the moifture 
laving grace, their hearts are hard ; neither rods, 
>rcies» nor fermons, make imprefllon upon them ; 
r? ? they are without Chrift, the fountain of grace, 
i fpiritual influences.— Before the fall, man's foul 
1 like a well watered garden, beautiful, green, 
fragrant : but by his apofiacy from God, in A- 
1 our firft head, the fprings of grace and bolinefs 
juite dried up in his fjul ; and there is no cur- 
>f this drought, but by the foul's union with a 
head, to wit, Cbrift ourfecond Adam>v/ho has 
>irit given him without meafure for the uie of 
1 members. Now, when wc are united by faith 
ill, our Head of influences, she dry land is turn- 
water fprings ; Chriitcomesdownasthe rain 
fpirit of regeneration, and brings the fpring* 
: into the foul. He is the first and iuimedi- 
ptacle of the hoi y ijurit and all rsgcnerai- 
fan&i lying influences and cut uf hU fulneis 
by fiith receive them. And *hen at *\\n 
iprii.^s of grace are intevvvv.Vwo^ V\ x\^ V>v\ 
wltlkf, lb as the ground tiunsOKf > v ^ \\-wo: 
7 tlitf tl,U)£$ which ltruvAA *\c w*^J 

n 
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die ; the fool hath need to look up to Jefus Chrift 
to cone down with new fhowers upon the thirlty 
ground, and decayed pli : -. ■-. 

i. At the'raui it thr free gift of God to the dry 
ground, it comes free and cheap to poor and rich, 
fmall and great,- and cofts them nothing : fo Chrift 
with hiibleffingi ii God's tree gift to a dry perilhiiig 
world, for which we Qiculd continually be thankful, 
i. Ai neltbing can ftop the falling of the rain ; fo no- 
thing can hinder Chrift "b gracious influences, when be 
defigns to awake,' convince, or (often a bard heart. 
When thefe frfowertdn fall on finners, ihe moll ob- 
ftinate will rauft yield, and cry, L^rd, what wilt tbou 
bate me to do f 3. As the rain is moll neceffary 
and fu it able to the dry ground, mid to the various 
plants it prodnceth, and alio 10 the different parts of 
- every plant or tree; fuch as the root, trunk, blan- 
ches, leaves, Sowers and fruit : So Chrift ir, abfo 
lutely^ neceffary, anri !,',.-. influences moft luitable to 
all his people s fouls, and to every faculty of them, 
the underftanding, will, memory, and affections; 
and to all their different graces, faith, love, repen- 
tance, fcfc, to root and eftablifli them, ftrengthen 
and confim them, quicken and encreafe. them, cbe- 
rifti and preferve them. 4. As the rain come* 
down in diverfe wayi and- manners to the earth, 
fometimes with cold winds and tempefls, thunders 
and lightnings, and at other timet with ca Inure ft 
at-.d warmth: So Chrift comes to miners fbmetimes 
with Ibarp convictions and legal terrors, and fome- 
times with alluring itvvitaiions and piomifes. 5. O 
bow pleafant are the effects of roiii to languishing 
phnts, to make them green and besaiirui, ttvery 
sad //rang, fragrant and fruitful •. Soto effect rf 
Clm'tfs influences art: moft dtfthftfe W Aitafaf, 
?v&, /br enlightn'mg and enlnemnft, ttotm*** «»* 
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firming and Qrengthening them, for comforting and 
enlaiging them, for appetizing and fatisfying them, 
transforming and beautifying them. A (bower from 
Chrii) would foon make the church, tho' withered, 
turn green and beautiful, aryl to fend forth a fmell 

.as of a field that the Lord hath bleffed ; and like- 
wife fame drops of this (bower, falling down upon 

. the languifhing graces of communicants, would loon 
make them vigorous and lively in (hewing forth 
their Saviour's death at his table. 

Here 1 may fee the reafon why many fouls con- 
tinue as dry ground in their parched natural condi- 
tion} . while others near them are flourifhing and 
irnitful ; Chrift's (hower hath come down upon the 
one, and not upon the other ; one piece is rained 
upon, and another, piece is dry and withered, accord- 
ing to that word in Amos iv. 7.— Oh, what caufe 
is there to bewail the evident fymptoms of this con- 
tinuing natural drought in multitudes of fouls ! 
Why? their hearts are hard, impenetrable and un- 
affected with the miferable (late they are in by na- 
ture, and with the woeful plagues of their hearts* 
They "have no fenfe or feeling of the evil of fin, not- 
withftanding of all the reproofs and threatnings of the 
word, or the rods and ftrok6s it brings upon them ; 
or of the fufferings of Chrift for fin. And tho' God 
affures them, that the end of dry ground is curfing 
and burning* they are impenitent and unconcerned 
under all— — O if parched fouls in their natural 
eftate were made fenfible of their mifery, and brought 
to bewail their* cafe, and fay, u Oh, I am as the 
" heath in the defart that fees no rain ; I am 3 dry 
*• tree, if I continue in this ftate> I'll be cut d<ynvv*& 
4 * cumhring the ground, and tnaie iut\ to Ys3\«^*» 

" / fee the ax of juftice laid to my too** «wrj V«* 

'' I Mm in danger of the blow. O \iQ»^ ^ ON 
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" interpofe to fpsre me, and come dawn upon me 

" as the rain, and bring the moiftare of grace into 

How lamentable, lit, ii the cafe of tbofe who 
onccfeemed to be watered by this heavenly rain, 
and now are parched by a lorg confiunuig drought 
and wi t h e rin g wind ! They have loll their former 
gre£M«& anan*irlnre k their fpiritifslity and lii-e- 
Vuiefs, and their duties are quite dwtedfed away in. 
to a lifelefi carcaJe.and a dead formality. They 
hate loft their wonted freedom and enlargement in 

■'pntyer,»nd»refklhn uiider ftd bonds and firai tilings 
of fpirit, which rtake them count holy things a wea- 
riwfs, and frequently flrgleifl fe ere t prayer. Surely 

, fnehnave great nfced of Chrift's coming down upon 
tlietn ait** rite,- to Ihake them faring up as the 
graft, artd TetW'W ibe corn, — Ahs ! we hase a fin- 
fiflb*ndmT^itii[lrigon fuch a fpiritual drought, by 
quenching- the' rhwiww of tlie fpirit indulging fleth- 
\y JUfls,' gi«ng the wOrld ChritVs room in the heart, 
■and negletnng to Tun i, . faith on the Son of God, 
who a the raitl and dew of Ifrael. 

Hbwbappy are thoTe who live ondef the 3^K . 
(rings of this' ram! They art: like trees planted- iw ' 
the wstersytheir roots fptcad forth, ano 1 their reitta 
are green, Jer-Vr/i. 8. Have 1 the figfl* of fucfcwS- ■ 
lohi 1 " Is my heart ready to ineh at the G£nr of 
«* a crucified' Jefds fet before ine in the fatftibAt? 
" do I mdirrn for my fitts that pierced hmif Am I 
" ready to think wbrK of myfrlf than any . tftfcet 
" perfon can ? ■ Is "my bran foft and pttauie tft.tfie 
" willofGoU, both' in bit precepts' and prorHen- 
"ms?B» the wurld's good things Wilt bat' Attic 

* in ay eye i h h my defire to meet WiCh QhML » ' 
"everyday and ordinance ? Bet I' BSft **k Ov.6a. 

** ChriR; ntmy I Am I ifritf*S pro»i>B*BVVU 
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y fin to with-bold the fliowers, and make the 
eavens as brafi te me ? Am I defirous to bring 
DFth fruit anfwerable to the waterings be graci- 
jfly allows me ?"— O may I find thefe marks in 
foul. 

Ubat I could earneftly plead for the 'fulfilling of 
promife in the text, that Chrift would come 
n as the rain, that he would fend the fliowers 
lath merited and promifed, fend them to my- 

to the church, and to the whole land ; to the 
sot age, and to the riling generation* O what 
ions effects would thofe (bowers produce I They 
Id beautify the church and her aflerablies, make 

minifters and profeffors to Ihine in holinefs, and 
regations to be lively in worfliip. They would 

prifon do«rs, loofe bonds, enlarge hearts, revive 
ping fouls, tnrn their water into wine, their for- 
irrto joy, their complaints into praifes, and make 
1 fiog in the ways of the Lord. — By thefe ihowers 
would be glorified, the church cemented and her 
inpers healed. Ordinances wou\d be fuccefsful, 
nun ions more pleafant, the godly more valued, 
ion more efteemed, and the way to heaven more 
htful.— .Lord, look on the dry ground and pre- 

droughty feafon with pity, open the win- 

of heaven, and fend down fliowers as in former 
s, and as in other parts of the world. Send a 
er to young communicants, and to thofe who 

not feen thy goings in the fan&uary : A fhower 
ny hearts and withered hands ; a fhower to (often 
leds, loofen the roots, and open the fprings. Q 
much good would one of Chrifl's towers do to a 
dry land ! What wonders wouVdAtNioxVA ^\\**x 
en would it loofe I What dov&"j xwvtA*^^^ 
hten, and what doubting fovv\% viwX^v^ ^^ s ^ 
town, Lord Jefu?. Anraw 
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MEDITATION XV1IL 

• r 

From Mat. vlii. 8* 

Lordy Tarn not worthy that thou sbotddst^ 

under my roof. 

FAITH and repentance do {till go togrf 
every believer is a true penitent I He' that 
on the Lord Jefus, is alfo clothed with hmrf 
The higher thoughts a man hath of Chrift, , the 
er thoughts will he have of himfelf. When 
man's feyes are opened to fee the holineft aw 
cellency of Chrift, he is made to own his . ow.i 
thingnefs before him, and his infinite diftance - 
him, and to fay like the centurion in the text, J 
not worthy that thou Jbouldft come under my 
q. d. It is too great an honour for fuch a guilt) 
filthy creature to entertain a Saviour of infinite 
rity ; my heart is more unworthy than my h 
I have nothing to commend me to thee.— The 
ly foul abhors himfelf, as vile in the fight of a 
God ; he fays, I am all as an unclean thing, an 
my righteoufnefs is as filthy rags ; in me dwell 
good thing ; I am inefficient of m> felf to do 

* thing that is good, or even to think a good thou 
It is God that mud work in me, both to will 
to do, of his good pleafure. He is under no 
gation to pity or help me, it will be abfolote 
mercy in him if he do it. — The lowly man hatl 
dervaluing thoughts of himfelf, and of all his 
doings. and attainments: He renounced* all c 
dence in Im own righteoufnefs, atid Y*vvn\\A^ W 

to the righteoufnefs of God by iaitVv •. R* "* v 
to be "T'p't of sill his own garments t\\*x CAit 
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! I bad died for tbec t &c. But wbatare all the 
of men, or ten thoufand worlds full of men, 
as many heavens full of angels, to the belov- 
Son of God, whom all the angels worfhip and 
•e ! And yet this is the gift that God gives us**- 
jiving this gift, divine bounty hath ftrctched it- 
to the uttermoft : He could have created a 
ion of heavens more bright, and millions of 
els more glorious for us : but a more glorious 
be had not, nor could have ; a greater gift he 
not in all his treafures, that his own co-eter- 
and con-fubftantial Son, yet he makes a free 
of him to us I O who would not give thanks 
3 God for this his unfpeakable gift ! And who 
ild not part with all the world to have an in- 
ft in this gift fealed to him at the .Lord's table ? 
s is the gift that fweetens all other gifts, and 
loot which nothing in a world hath any fweet- 
1 in it. 

L'his gift of God is moft free ; it was impoflible 
t the world could have Chrift any other way 

as a free gift* A man like old Jacob may be 
eaved of his children, but it was not poflible 
t God could be bereaved of his dear Son* Nei- 
r could we have him by purchafe ; we were fo 
r, we had not wherewith to purchafe the leafr 
fling. And what tho' all the riches of the 
rid had been ours, tho' all its mountains had 
n gold, pearls or diamonds, they would not have 
:n iumVirnt to purchafe one fight of this gift, far 

1 a right to it* Nor could ever any motive be 
nd out for beftowing this gift, but the mere free 
e of God, John iii. 16. God fo loved tbe ^ot\.&> 
it be gave bis only begotten Son : rWiSVe. Yttk ^*A> 
e tlie world bath no merit, t\gr ^fux^ox^i «« 
'we, to obtain this blefling, 1 ju& tdA* * *** 

I 
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uly thankful for it ! Can ! fay that this gift 
r precious in my eyes, and that I efleem it far 
all temporal gifts whatfoever : That I am 
nking upon his matchlefs excellency, his low 
nd condefcending love ; and do I frequently 
>ut with the Ffalmift, Whom have I in heaven 
ee f and there is none upon earth that I defire 
' tbee«— *Have J low thoughts of m> ft If, as un« 
' that Chrift ihould come under my roof, reckon* 
felf with Paul, the leaft of faints and chief 
\ers ? Do I renounce all Chrift's rivals and 
titers, fjch as my beloved lulls, and beloved 
tufm-fs \ Do I count all my doiDgs and duties 
fs and dung for the righteoufnefs of Chrift ? 
take the crown off every head and put it up* 
irift's head, and give him all the glory of my 
an, and fay, that in the Lord Jefus only I 
-igbteoufnefs and Jirengtb f Am I careful to 
every thing that would di (honour Chrift ? and 
ly to every temptation that offers", how Jball I 
s wickednefs and Jin againft God) or bring a 
:h upon Chrift and his ways ? Do 1 rejoice 
Chrift is honoured, his throne raifed, his glo- % 
anctd, and his fubjects increafed; and when 
ts and young ones are drawn to love and ad* 
lim ? Am I often faying, vtbet Jball I render 
Lord for bis unjpeakable gift $ I am at a lofs 
d exprefs my thankfulnefs : I have nothing 
* him ; but Til render all I have to him, my 
ny body, my love, my praifes, my time, my 
, my walk and convention. Lord accept 
two poor mites, foul and body, in token of 
ratitude for God's redeeming love and free 
)d make me fit for g'mng l\\ee itavcfe& tss*- 
?r this un /peakable gift ; O \Yvax\ twiNkvfc- 
5 bletted marks to my fe\£* . * ~jj£ 
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And O what thanks do I owe to my dear Savi- 
our, that fubmitted willingly to be heaven's gift to 
tlie children of men; yea, frankly offered, and 
gave hira&lf to be a facrifice for them, to drink of 
the brook in the way* even the cup of God's 
wrath, that we might drink the cap of God's blcf- 
£ng i O how low was our fall, that nothing could 
raife us up again but the low abatement of the Son 
of God ! And O bow low was the ftep that he be- 
hoved to make to recover ns ! The Son of God muft 
be trode upon as a worm ; The almighty phyfician 
muft come from heaven) and let hb heart be pierc- 
ed, to prepare a medicine to cure our difeaie i He 
that t bought it no robbery to be equal <antb God, muft 
be made equal to robbers and murderers ! He raoft 
not only fuller death, but defertion alio, from Gocl, 
from man, and the whole creation ! He gave him- 
feh? not only to ftnfer the pangs of death, but the 
pains of hell ( not only the farrows of dying men 
but the forrows of daumed fouls ! O unfpeakable gift ! 



MEDITATION XHk 

From Lttke ix. 22* 
The Son of man must suffer many things. 

OUR Lord oft fpoke of his fufferings to his dif- 
ciples, becaufe he ' would have them deeply 
imprinted upon the hearts of all his people, that 
they might always think upon them, and carry a- 
boot with them the dying of the Lord Tefus. As 
Chritt foretold his fufferings hefoxt-YraiA, fc \X\vj 
c**>cexaaiy> topzfs. He faidh* muft Juffer man; 
"'W for bis people, and according Vfc o\<i\s 
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Let me view his fufferings before I go to commemo- 
rate them at his table* 

i* I mu(l confider him that fuffered many things 
-for us $ the fpirit of God requires us to confider the 
high frieftf who he i^Heb. iii. i. though he calls him- 
felf in the text the son of man, as to his human na- 
ture ; yet he is alfo the Son of God as to his divine 
nature ; yea, Ged equal with the Father, the great 
God our Saviour : This God-man, the WONDER- 
FUL, is our high prhfl y that fuffered many things 
for us. He is our glorious Immanuel, the innocent 
and immaculate Lamb of God, that had not the 
lead fpot or crime of his own to fuffirr for.— He is 
the brightnefs of his Father's glory, the exprefs 
image of his per fen ; he \s the King of kings and 
Lord of lords* He that fuffeted, is he that went 
always about doing good to perfons of all forts, 
and deferved well of thofe who perfecuted and cru- 
cified him. He is the great lover of mankind, and 
friend of finners, our glorious beoefa&or, who re- 
membered us in our low eftate ; ene that comes un- 
der the inoft endearing characters to us, as that of 
our father, our hufband, our brother, mailer, phy- 
fician, ranfomer, &?c. Nowf will not a fon be fen- 
fible of the i uric ring of his father, or a wife of the 
fufferings o' her huiband? or one brother be touched 
with- the fuflliings of another ? This is the great high 
p»«c(l that fullered many things for us. 

2. 1 am to cuniider the many things he fuflVred. 
Ah, tliey are i'o great, fo various, and manifolJ, I 
can't recount nor comprehend them ! I may fay, he 
lufil.i'cd in both vatures : Though his Godhead could 
net properly fuller grief pr pain, yet it (uffswk "«\ 
eclioie for 3 5. vears, except a u\ott t\tw& \x. ^woi«. 
forth on mount Tabor* He {ufftvtd tnan^ xVvn&s 

in his human nature, both^ fouY -axA Nao^j % v 

1* 



■7\ 



ioz Tie manifold suffering* 

was. perfecuted 9 tempted* calumniated, betrayed, 
bound, mocked, fpit on, buffeted, fcourged, wound* 
ed, crowned with thorns, and crucified— He filter- 
ed in all his offices ; he was mocked as a Prophet, 
and bid propbefy who fmote htm ? as a Priest, he 
was bid faVe hirafclf, feeing he pretended to fate o- 
thers ; as a King, he was mocked with an old pur- 
ple robe and thorny crown—— He fuffered in bis ho- 
nour and reputation, being difgraced and reproach- 
ed my men called a Samaritan, one pofleued of 
the devil, a Wafphemer, a glutton, a drunkard, a 
feducer, &rV* He was even overwhelmed with ca- 
lumny.— He fuffered as a blafpheroer againft God, as 
a traitor to Cesar, and an enemy to Moses' hw, 
tho' he was entirely free of them alh ■ .He was 
wounded and pierced in all parts of his body, in his 
head, bands and feet \ in his cheeks, back and fide* 
—He fuffered in his outward goods, being fpoiled 
of all things, and even ftript of his clothes to his 
very fkin, and nailed to the crefs naked— —He fuf- 
fered in all his five Jenfes ; his sight, with the fphe- 
ful carnage of thofe that pafled by, wagging their 
heads ; his bearing, with their blafphemous talk ; 
his smell, with the noifome favour of the fculls of 
the dead ; his taste, with vinegar and gall; hhfoeU 
ing, with thorns and nails piercing his head, hands 
and feet* He fuffered in the moft tender and (i- 
newy parts of hi3 body by the tormenting nails, • 
efpecially being violently ft retched out, and proba- ' 
bly disjointed to make them reach to the holes, there- 
fore he faith, PsaU xxii. 16, 17. They have dtgg'd 
my bands and my feet, 1 may tell all my bones, 
ffiey took and Bare upon me— He fuffered mod of 
ail m hh foul) and its noble facu\t\tti How \gtu\mt 
the agony and travail ef hw fou\, ^Vieti \* brax 
wiarf in the garden thresh mUtte^*^^^**^ 
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O how great, was the anguifli or. his mind upon his 
heavenly Father's deferring him, which made him 
fend forth a dreadful cry to heaven for relief, tjty 
God, my God, vtby baft thou for/a ken me? Then it 
was he cried and groaned under his preflure, tut no 
relief appeared; there was none to anfwer, ever/ 
dcor was Hurt againft htm : For at this time his own 
fun, his own heaven, his own father, his own godhead, 
did all hide their faces and confolations from him ! O 
the many things he fuffered for us, they cannot be . 
numbered! 

3* I am to confider from whom the Son of man 
fuffered* He fuffered from all hands, from earth, 
from hell, from heaven ; from men, from devils, 
from infinite jnftice. He fuffered from ali forts of 
men, from king Herod and his men of war, who 
mocked him and fet him at nought ; from the Jc%v- 
ijb pr tefts and rulers, who cruelly ufed and profe- 
cnted him to death; from governor Pilate, who 
fcourged and condemned him to be crucified : He 
fuffered from the Jews and from the Romans^ from 
the clergy and from the lawyers-, from soldiers and 
servants, from great jines and conimo?ts, and even 
from thofe he had done much good unto. He fuf- 
ered from thofe whom he came to fave and wafh by 
his blood ; for there were 3000 of thofe who crucified 
him, or were active in his fufferings, that were 
converted to him by Peter's fermon, A&s ii. he fuf- 
fered not only from enemies, but from profeffed 
friends and difciples ; one of thefe betrayed and fold 
him, another of them denied and abjured him, and 
all the reft, forfook him, and left him alone to fuf* 
fer in the midft of devils and ruinatta vc&\\{vb% w«x 
him*. — He fullered from the Dewlf> «A ^X ^oft- 
powers of hell; the dogs and bulls of Bajbatv -««* 
ail let loofe to tear and gore hitnm YnaVA. W& 
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thy fufferings without raptures of love and admira- 
tion ! I had been in hell if thou hadfl hot been in an 
agony * here ; I bad for ever been (hoicked there, ii 
thou hadfl not fweat here ; yea, not only J, but all 
the pofterity of Adam had periflhed if thou hadfbnot 
iuffered tkefe many things for them : Surely the 
weight of wrath which made thee heavy, and caufed 
thee to fall to the ground, fweat, groan and cry, would 
have funk all mankind into hell for ever. — O what 
ingratitude ,muft it be, to refufe Ch rift's offers and 
terms of falvatioa, after what he has fuffered to pur- 
chafe it I was he at fo much pains to obtain redemp- 
tion for us, and will we be at no pains to get an interefl 
in it? did be (lied blood, and will not I drop tears! 
Lord; pity this heart of mine* 

MEDITATION XXI. , 

From John xviii. 4. 

yesus knowing all things that should come upoi 
him, went forth, &c. 

CHRIST foreknew all his fufferings, with al 
tbeir Ingredients, before they came upon him 
yet he willingly and refolutely went forth to meei 
thenu He will not flee, nor hide himfelf from hi 
pcrfecutors, but call himfelf in their way. He fan 
the cup cf wrath mixed and ready for him, anc 
now a» it were he reaches forth bis hand to taki 
it. When the people would have forced him to i 
crown, he hid himfelf from them, John vi. 15. Bu 
when they would force him to a crofs, he offere* 
himfelf Xo theni % knowing that his hour was come t< 
fulfil his /brctifhip for us, and com\>\tax o>k tc 
demption. Upon this account, Yvs trait V\* VaSSw 
i"gs welcome, and the pattovet tox '*««*» 
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them, Luke xxii. 15. Wiib defire bave I defired to 
eat this fajfover. He abhorred all counfels that 
tended to hinder him, and rebuked Peter as frnartly 
for, diffuading him from fufferiug, as he would ha\ e 
done Satan himfelf, Mat. xvi 23. And though all 
his difciples would have difTuaded him, Jobn xi. 8. 
he marched with great forwardness to Jerusalem, 
where he foretold the bloody tragedy was to le 
a&ed : he haftened to the field of battle, and place 
of fuffering: Yea, he went fo faft to it, that his 
difciples were amazed at it, and afraid to follow 
him, Mat. xx. 18. Mark. x. 32. They weie h*> 
hind him, aud would have fallen behind altogether, 
had it net been for fhame, and let him go alone ; 
they were amazed to fee a man haften fo faft to a 
bloody death : But he would not ftop, though they 
bad all left him, as they did afterwards. And 
when his time was 6ome to be apprehended, he will 
neither let Peter defend him, nor angels rellue him, 
though there were twelve legions at his call : One 
angel would have been fufficient to do it, or one 
word from his own month ; but, faith he, Tbe cup my 
Father bath given me f^ drink Jhall A not drink 
it ?— — VVhertfore, when they accufed him ot'blaf- 
phemy againft Gorf, and of enmity to Qatar and Mo- 
ses's law, and things he was perfectly innocent of, 
he would make no legal defence to fave his life be. 
fare Pilate^ but held his peace, infomuch that Pi 
late marvelled greatly. Ke might think it was eafy 
for him to anfwtr all they faid, but he knew not the 
reafon of our Lord's Hlence, viz. that he would do 
. nothing to hinder the elecVs redemption, which ta. 
■ had undertaken.-— And as he was uteva \*Srtc«. "S\- 
tafe, fo was lie bzfcre divine juftyce^ «n\ n*o\j\^ ^ 
nothing to divert the flroke ; Soon \tvvj£>x ^ Xv * 
refcucd himfelf when juflice drew tV\e l*©*^ Vi 
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iog, Father, theiefins are not mine : N* t he 
lent, and takes with the charge, as if he had coi 
ted them all. On me 9 faith he, he the curfc ; ! 
be the facrihee for thefe loft fbeep. O love unf 
able! 

The reafons of my Saviour's wUHngnefs to 
are obvious ; he knew it was his Father's wi 
fhould fuller, and therefore he faid, Pfal. xl. Idi 
to do thy willy my God* He knew it would j 
ly difplay the glory of the divine attributes, tha 
fullied by our fins ; it would highly magnify hi: 
to his fheep, John x. I lay down my lifefo, 
Jbeef i I do it of myfelf, freely, without com 
on: It was neceflary to make his facrifice accej 
and welUpleadng unto God. The heathens i 
not offer a facrifice to their gods that came 
gling to the altar ; fo every facrifice offered t 
true God mull be a free-will offering, as lie i 
have it. of a fweet fmelling favour unto him. 
Ghrift hath taught us by his example, and 
this account God hath twice proclaimed from he 
This is my beloved Son y in whom I am well f 

ed. 

O, was Chrift's willingncfs to fuffer for fiunc 

veil plea&ng to the Father, and (hall it not n 

him mod amiable and lovely to us ? Surely the 

diator's frank and chearful undertaking to fufl 

much for us, when unrequired by us, in a favoi 

finitely kind and obliging, and doth commanc 

ures of love and praiie from us when we cele 

his holy fupper. What a moving fight is it t 

eye of faith, to behold our glorious Immanut 

Juatarily faan% himfelf in our law-room wi 

the soliciting of any creature* and ttvg&^rc^ tAkiw 

Jy to go through Satan 9 s buffetm^ tettOtf* 

***d hell>* U a »c« (or us ! with vrtiax AeNtttd xfc 
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and raited afFtcTions, mould we admire, love ar?d 
praife a crucified Jefus, who did all this willingly 
and unrequired for us ! Oh, he never had fo good 
will to eat when hungry, as he had to fuffer and f:i- 
tisfy juftice for us! hence he faid, my meat it to do 
the will of bint that fent me, and to fintfb bis wor*, 
John iv. 34. Here is food molt delicious tor faith to 
feed upon at the Redeemer's table. Again, from 
this willingnefi of Chrift to fuffer for us, I have good 
ground to conclude his willingnefe to nytive us, 
when we come te him by faith to partake of the 
fruits of his fufferings. O how can any believer, or 
fenfible (inner, queltion or doubt of Chrifl's willing- 
nefe to help and fave them, who was fo willing to 
offer himfejf a facrifice to juftice for them ? furely he 
is far more willing to fave, than any firmer is to re- 
pent or believe* And from this I'll take encou- 
ragement to come to him : Since my loving Jefus 
came willingly as a lamb to the {laughter for tin- 
ners, I'll venture, with humble confidence, to go to 
this meek, companionate, fweet-natured Lamb, for 
pity and help in the time of my need, trufUng he 
will not reject me, nor any that comes to him upon 
his call in the gofpel. 1 believe, Lordy help my 
unbelief 

: O, did Chrift fuffer the pains of death and hell fo 
willingly for us, and fhall not we be willing to fuf- 
fer the reproaches and revilii.gs of men, or any other 
perfecutien for him ? and when nny fuch injuries ar^ 
done us, (hall we not brar them whh meeknefs and 
patience after .Chrifl's example, who fubmitted 
cheerfully to every thing he knew to be Ivs Father** 
will ? tho* he was perfectly innoceut* -at\& v&*x >k\vv 
[ the greateir provccatioi s from v*\cYa:<\. tcw^v ^*x V* 

f patiently bore rhem ; takii^ *\\ M out. c£ ^ >wv.r* 
hsmd 9 who lud mirgied the cu^ £ot \v\xx\* ^* 
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fore, when he was reviled, he reviled not again ; he 
could have told Pilate, Caipbas, and his other per- 
fecutors, what fort of men they were, yet he open- 
ed not his mouth, but went willingly as a Lamb to 
the daughter. O that we could imitate the meek- 
nefs, patience and willingneis of the Lamb of God 
in all the furferings he calls us to. 

O did Chrift delight to do his fathers will, and 
go willingly thro 9 the mod hard and difficult talk 
of fweating, bleeding and dying for us? and wall we 
£nd lb little delight in doing his will, and perform* 
ing the duties which lead to ccmnauoion and fellow- 
ship with him, as a prayer, praiie, reading, hearing or 
communicating 1 did Chrift come fo cheerfully to 
die for lis, and (hall we go fo backwardly and un- 
willingly to his table to enjoy fellowship with him, 
when he invites us to it ? O what a fhameful requit- 
al is this ! may not Chrift fay Is this thy kindnefr 
to thy friend f when the father called me to fuffer, 
and drink the cup of trembling for tht*e, how readi- 
ly did I echo back, J come, lo I come, to do thy 'will 
I take delight / But when I call thee to pray or com- 
municate, how backward and dead hearted are thou 
in that work ! I did not weary fo foon in the gar* 
den, as thou doft in the church ! I did not fo loon 
weary on the crofs, as thou doit in thy clofct! I was 
longer in my agony, wreftling under the wrath of 
God for thee, than ever thou waft in vi refiling in 
prayer for thy foul. 

Did Chrift offer his facrifice fo willingly for us, O 
then let me go to God my Saviour, with the facri- 
fice of myfelf and my duties, with a ready and cheer- 
/bl heart: God lovetb a cheerful giver* As Amaxiah 
oJlered Jbhujelf "willingly unto the Y/w&> x Gbron* 
*+''• 1 6. and David faith, accent of the fo*ift\<&» 
™gs of my mouthy Pfal, cx\x. io%. O taft V*& 
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like willingnefs I could offer rayfelf, my heart, and 
my facrifices of prayer and praifes unto the Lord : 
And when I feel any relu&ancy and backwardness 
of fpirit to duty, let me ftill call to mind how wii- ' 
lingly Ghrift offered hinifelf a facrifice to God for us, 
and chide my heart for iu unwillingnefs— Surely it 
is much for the honour or God, and the credit of re- 
ligion, as it is mod juft and reafonable in itfelf, to 
ferve God with joyfulriels, who has willingly given 
us the unfpeakable gift of his dear Son to die for us. 
The wicked and profane are ready to reproach reli- 
gion as a four and melancholy thing, when we fene 
God in a dead hearted manner ; and God himfelf it 
highly difpleafed with us for it, as is evident from 
that long and terrible chapter, the 28th Deutero- 
nomy, that is full of curfes and threatned judgments, 
ver. 47. where the caufe of all is given, Because 
tbouferwft not the Lord tby God wtb joyfulnefr 
andgtadnefs of heart. Since the iacrament is called 
the Eucbartjl or tb'ankfgiving, let me go to it with a 
joyful and thankful heart, bleffing God for Ghrift. 
thanks be to God for bis unfpeakable gift. Amen* 

MEDITATION XXII. 

From John xvi. 7. 

if is expedient for you that I go away, — 

NO wonder that forrow filled the difciples hearts 
at the intimation of Ghrift's departure from 
them ; they had enjoyed a fweet \ato& xiv&v >»ssi -*s- 
the communion table ; his ptfanc* ^V&v n^s^ "*? 
their heaven, and they cannot i&mofc <& V^ xvv \^ 
bim. They are greatly troubWd, \Y«fc *^ ^*^ 
tterfayam with them, not taVft i&«» a*** 
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him ; nevertheless, faith he, it it expedient for yotg 
that I go away— -Lord, faith the foul, bow is it ex- 
pedient for me to be left behind thee in a Rate of 
corruption, with indwelling fin that darkens my 
mind, deadens my heart, diforders my affections, and 
indifpofes me for fpiritual work ?— .How (kail I (lay 
behind thee, amidft Satan's temptations and fiery 
darts, flying thick about lr.e ? mull I abide in the 
place where that enemy hath his circuiti and (till 
rangeth about) devouring many thoufands ! could I 
win away with Chrift, I would be quite out of the 
reach of his (hot* Lord, either flay with me, or 
take me up to thee.— Oh, muft I ftay behind thee 
amidft the infectious defilements and infnaring ex- 
amples of an ungodly world ! when I open my eyes 
here, what will meet them but multitudes wallow- 
ing in pride, fenfuality, covetoufnefs, injuftice, ma- 
lice, envy, drunkennefs, gluttony, uncleannefs, con- 
tempt of God and religion ? Mud I flay to fee this 
horrible fight, the whole world lying in wickednefs ! 
Muft I flay to hear God daily difhonoured by the 
tongues of the ungodly ? Muft 1 ftay to fee Chrift 
flighted, wounded, and crucified afrefli by wicked 
men ? O what danger will I be in of being infected 
by their examples I but, Lord, if I could win away 
with thee, 1 would be quite out of haaard, and out 
of fight of the wickednefs of the world.— How (hall 
1 ftay behisd thee in fuch an earthly tabernacle, to 
be burdened with bodily diftreffes, ficknefc, pains, 
and manifold complaints; and amidft innumerable 

1 lourr, erodes and disappointments from the creature ? 

How (hall 1 ftay to fee fuch melancholy divifious, 

contentions, debates a^d reparations, a? fall out 

among the people of God in CunfVs abveuctX WsSX 
f ft»y behind thee to fuffer injimc*,Tt^c»d»fc*, «*- 

'Backings, bad ufage and pevfecuUQt^ >m*V *«* 
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tongues and hands of men ? and fometimes to De 
as with the teeth of wild beafts? hence this world 
lied a den of Ifons and mountain of leopards , 
1. iv. 8. Oh, could I win away to heaven with 
ft, I would fee no lion n»r leopard there. There 
>ne to hurt or deftroy in all God's holy mountain 

e. 

[ave I feen the Ring in his beauty, and mull I be 
behind him? hath the communiontable been 
mount Tabor, where be was transfigured before 
eyes, with his countenance mining, and his rai- 
t white as light ? and mud I go down from the 
nt again to a land of darknefs, of drought, and 
erplexing doubts and fears, where I (hall fome* 
s go mourning'without the fun ; yea, neither fun 
[tars appearing to me for many days ? Mud I 
rot to walk without the light of God's counte- 
:e, and without the food of my foul, communion 
y my God ? after I have been lift*l up, muft I 
iny account with being caft down a^in, perhaps 
depths like thofe of Asapb, Pial. lxxvii. or like 
5 of Reman, Pfal. lxxxviii. with fears of (inking 

them, and falling (hort of heaven for ever ? 
d I win away with Chrift, I would be at once 
rered from all thefe fears.— Here my knowledge 
rod is fraail, and oft obfbured with darkneis ; my 
1 is weak, and oft in hazard of being overwhelm- 
r-ith unbelief; here my love is cold, and oft like 
e chilled with froft-winda from Satan and the 
d : my prayers oft are formal and wandering, 
praifes low and flat ; here my beft wilhes are at- 
ed with many ftiort-comings and defefb: But O 
could win to heaven with CYurY\^ ^\utre. \f*». 
holinefs are ia perfe&ion, I n»cn\& ^etoKk. Vvy«\ 
ut wandering, and feme, Y\vrc\ VyOcvqkjX ^ ^ 

tore flp ftin cleaves to tov ra^^w*^ 

Is. 1 



fclf with my fer vices and defiles my befi < 
Here I Hill carry about with me a deceitful, ai> 
cherous heart, whereby 1 am in haza:d of ba 
ing from God, and mifcarrying tor ever, flioul 
left to it ; But O were J with Chrift, 1 would 1 
of all thefe anxious thoughts and fears. Lord, Aa 
with me, or take me up to thee. 

But thou fayefl it is expedient for me to ft 
hind for a time. Why, Loid ? mull 1 flay tb 
traveling graces, my faith, hope and patience 
be tried and exercifed here below, and therct 
dually ftrengtbened and ripened for the perftft 
mud I Ray that 1 mav be' conformed to m) 
bcth in fer v ing and ii-fFcring ; and that thy w 
power and mercy may be glorified in conducYu 
pre fe iv ing me through all the difficulties and d 
of this wildejuefs I 1 by will Lord, be doiu 
leave me not alone ; but for tby name 1 ! sak 
* we and guide me*— Or, is it thy pleafure to f 
my heav^for a while, that 1 may promote thj 
on earth, be ufeful to the fouls of others, and 
wend my dear Redeemer to thofe who know \i 
which is a work 1 cannot do in heaven ? O fit 
it by thy grace, and fill me with zeal for thy 
O let thy kingdom come upon ea.th, that th« 
dom cf glory may be haftened. 

Thou fay 'ft, it is expedient for thee to go 

Why, Lord ? mud thou tbyfelf be thy people 

runner to carry tidings to heaven of their co 

redemption, and of their coming after thee ii 

feveral generations! mult thou go to open the 

and pave the way for accefs to their perfons a 

tins, and prepare rooms and lodgings for ti 

gahtil the time they come home \ — ykv\& tho 

wv?k to be a public agent and \iKiwcfcfow 

pcoph under all their trials and Xcffu^sVfc- 

and lUsemfc to pro\'ute and fuiriitt**™* 
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rious cominuuion*table for them in thy father's 
houfe aJjove ? Lord, fend thy holy fpirit to fit and 
prepare me and nuny others for that blefled enter- 
tainment— — Lord, when thou fayed, it is expedient 
for you ttat I goa*w&y j thoudidft add, ioxiflgo 
not irwayi the comforter will not come unto you! 
W hy, it wai fo agreed in the council of the trinity, that 
the fending of the fpirit in his plentiful effufion, which 
was to be the purcbafe of Chrift's death, fhould be 
given in an anfwer to hit interceflion> when he enter- 
ed within the veil, John xiv. 16. and the fpirit was to 
make ufe of it as an argument for convincing tha 
world of die perfection and acceptabJenefs of Chrift's 
facrifice, that Chrift was now received and welcom- 
ed into heaven. Li leeways the fpirit was to be given 
only upon ChriIVs afceiifion to fupply the want of his ■.■ 
bodily pre fence to the church, as being far better for 
them, feeing Chart's bodily pretence could be in one 
place only at once, but the fpirit is jp^every place to 
animate and put life in ordinances* ^slay the chfcrch 
have this iruit of Cb rift's afcenGon dill more and 
rnoie. 

Lord, tho' thou haft gone away for neceflary 
ends, yet thy man iage-contra£t with thy people and 
the love tokens thou giveft them in the facrament, 
are a fure pledge of thy returning to give them a 
comfortable vilit at laft, according to that fweet 
word, John xiv. 3. If I go and prepare a place for 
you, 1 vtill come again, and receive you to my(elj\ 
that where I am f there you may be alfo. O that I 
may be one of thofe to whom Chrift's >ilit at his iV- 
cond coming will be joyful and comfortable. Let 
me examine myfelf after the {acj&\\\t\\\'\t YVk**.^*. 
marks ot'fucb — i \m I efpouted u> CfcrcMW Y»n«. \* 
high efleem of the bridcgro&tt\\ Yv&Nfc. \ Kx^Ss*^ 
t/«? man iagecontra& and £on* \\\x» OarBC* x,cV 
do 1 heartily approve tV.« wYvote ww^^ * 
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demption, thro' the furetifhip and righteouihefs oT 
Chrifl ? have I renounced my own righteoufnefs, my 
beloved Gns, and all Chrift's enemies fl— Do I mourn 
for the injuries done to Ghrift by inyfelf and othen, 
and rejoice when his incereft and kingdom profpef 
in the world ? do I mourn for Chrift's departure 
and the withdrawing of his fpirit from ordinances! 
or from my own foul ? do I thirft for more holinefs 
in heart and life, and for greater conformity and 
likenefs of the glorious bridegroom ? then J may ex- 
pect his vilit and return will he comfortable to me 9 
and I may rejoice in the view and expectation of 
it, and anfwer Chrlft when he faith, Rev. xxiu 20* 
Surely I come quickly ; Amen, evenfo come Lord 
Jcfus.—\s my forerunner now gone away ? let me 
follow him as clofely and as fpeedily as i can ; let me 
follow him in the way of faith, in the way of obedi- 
ence, in the way of (offering, in the way of patience, 
prayer, refignajpn, deniednefs to the world, heavenly- 
mindednefs, ffcm' 

MEDITATION XXIII. 

From Hos. ii. 19. 

I will betroth thee unto me for ever. 

ABIGAIL thought herfelf highly honoured, by 
David's propofing to match with her : But 
much more honoured are we, apoQate finners of A* 
dam's family, by the eternal Son of God's propo- 
fmg to match with us, and courting us fo earneftly ; 
when he negledled angels that feemed to be a fitter 
fitch for him in refpe€t of the fcwpenot &««&! <* 

■ he >r natures. Yet all thefe he viouU ^& \rj» wA 
*tch xv j th worms 1 q how^tna«n^« \\v»ta^ : 

;f '/*? Aeavfcnlj bridegroom, *t»& Vwtffl» 
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ghty, his riches infinite, and his beauty farpaulngt 
it he fhould choofe a bride naturally polluted, de- 
nied) uncomely and fit for hell ! and that he 
iuld feek her thro' a Tea of blood, thro' the pains 
death, the horrors of the grave, and torments of 
11 ! and after many flights and refufals ; that he 
mid follow her in her wanderings thro 9 the wil. 
rnefs of fin, with his charming invitations, and al- 
ing offers in the gofpel, presenting her with the 
gs and bracelets of bis precious promifes and fpi- 
's confolations ; and all to win her heart and gain 
r confent to him !— How aftoniftung is it to fee 
1 glorious perfon coming over all objections from 
1 blacknefs, guilt, poverty and ujfworthinefs of 
1 bride, faying, tho' (he be black, I'll make her 
nely thro' my comelinefe put upon her! tho 9 (he 
mean, I'll make her noble ! tho* a Gave, I'll make 
•free ! tho' a fooJ, 1*11 make her wife ! tho' a bank* 
rt, I'll pay all her debt! come here law, juftice, 
i all her creditors here is full fatisfa&ion of all 
it is due to ycu, take it and write her difcharge ! 
»qjr who can lay anything to the charge of God's 
:&, ehrift's bride ?— Behold, God displaying his 
e love here to the utmoft ! be never difplayed his 
ler attributes to the utmoft, infinite viifdom could 
ve contrived ten tboufand worlds more beautiful 
in this, and infinite power could have produced 
rm. But here infinite love and mercy hath gone 
the utmoft ; a greater demonftratioa. of his love 
rift could not give, than by leaving heaven, af- 
iring a body, and giving his life tor the bride, 
y wading thro' hell for her, and in the face of «Al 
courage men ts courting and betrotYi\\\% Vtx \»\sxse*- 
f for ercrl 

ifter many meetings,, treaties, *xA \swtofc raw* 
fome, the bridegroom it com* tL^watft cqw^ 
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encouragement, thy fabbaths for my deligl 
people tor my companions : Lord Jefns, 1 U 
for my life* holinefs for my way, and hej 
my bome.— And as I accept of thee, and ; 
is thine ; fo I give np niyfelf to thee, and 
is mine, foul and body* with all my facuh 
affections, fenies and members, to be thy age 
inftraments: with all my enjoyments to be « 
ed for thy ufe and fervice. 

I vlll go with the man y tho 9 I fee him 
wounded, mangled and bleeding, and his vifa; 
red with the wounds, (tripes and blows, wi 
got from men and devils. Nay, I fee him 
this mangled condition, to be fairer than 
fons of men, and all the fons of God too ; to 
him wounded for my iranfgrejfions, and bru 
my iniquities y that by bis fir if es I might be I 
1 fee htm a match every way fuitable for n 
£an fupply all my needs : I am a poor dying 
but he ie a living head that can make me 1 
ever : 1 am a needy' creature all made up of 
but in him doth all manner of fulnefs dwell : 
grace, but he hath all fulnefs of grace fuita 
me : I want grace to believe, but he is the 
of faith : 1 want grme to repent, but lie is a 
and iaviour exalted to give repentance : 
grace to pray, to hear, to communicate,. t< 
tify fin, bear the crofs, refill temptation, fc 
my hu (band hath all grace to bellow. O let 
ilrong in thi? grace that is in Chrilt Jefus 

O that I had the. true marks of thefe who 

vorced from the law > and married to Chrift i 

iu-iband ; that ! c< uld fay, 1 look upon all : 

ings in point ct' acceptance with God as old 

I H*e wholly and fieely upon wy Yiy-OmkA*^ 

'U I vrunt from iiim for noth*m£\ ^ *\wto 
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with bis righteoufnefs, and eiTay performance of 
every duty in his ftrength ; I defire to live entirely 
upon his coftt — I have a heart-love to my hulhand, 
and every thing that belongs to him, and a heart- 
hatred to Gil, and an averlion to every thing that is 
injurious to him : I am dtfirous to pleafe him in all 
things; and out of regard to his dying command, I 
go to his table to remember his dying love, and re- 
Dew my marriage vows : I delight in my hufhand's 
company, a;»d prefs for communion with him in all 
ordinances. His honour is always dear to me, and 
I am eafy aVout my own honour and intereft in re- 
fpect of hi? ; let vie decreafe, but let bitn increafe* 
For in fome degree the devil reigns here, fin abounds, 
and corruption prevail ; I am well pleaf d with 
the thoughts of ChriH's fecond coming to pull down 
Satan's kingdom, and to contaminate the maniage 
with jne, and all that are efpoufed to him, and fay, 
Why tarry the wheels of bis chariot ? mzke bade 
my beloved, even Jo come Lord jtfus. O that all the 
world would love him, exalt him, and fubmit to 
him- Many in different places admire him, and fee 
match lefs charms in him, Ins name to them is as 
ointment poured forth, his garments fmell of aloe-, 
fliyrrh and ctilia, they hnve beheld his fhiely go- 
ings in the faiicliuii v : C) that ail the world might 
fo admire him, and iiil>mit to him ai'.b. 

MEDITATION XXlV. 
From I fam liiu 8. 

For the transgrejfion of my people w./jt he 

stricken* 

1 f\Uliriu% -a.-il tianP^reui™ w. '^'^^^ 
\J cms, awd tl .„•:•: :nv? orr v» v:.^'^ V-A^v ** 



i Christ stricken for our sins. 

»m were heavy and manifold ; he endured many 
ounds, bruifes. chaOifements and flripea, which 
ouI& flill endey him the more unto us ; for bo vcs 
founded for our tranfgrej/ions, be was bruifedfor 
ur iniquities ; tbe cbaftifemeut of our peace vras up* 
m bim, and vfitb bis firipes we are Scaled ^ ver*5« 
who can think en that verfe without forrow, or 
fpeak of it without tsars ! He was wounded and 
bruifed to death, to fave us from deadly wounds 
and bruifes : And when dying, he left us his portrai* 
ture, with the marks of his wounds, that we jnight 
look upon it at his tabic, and mourn by oar fins 
which gave him thefe wounds. Oh, can 1 lee my 
dear Saviour, all wounded and mangled for my fins, 
and not be deeply affe died for tbe tranfgreflions for 
which my dear Jefus was flrk ken ! Stricken he was 
many ways, by many hands, by many rods, by ma* 
r.y ftripes : He was ftricken by the hand of God, by 
the band of men, by the hand of devils : Stricken by. 
the red of Moses, the rod of juilice, the rod of the 
^eivs, &'c. O how taily was he ilricken by the ill* 
ulage he met with from men being thurii rut, to 
be born in a foul liable and laid in a manger ; and 
foon after was he ftricken by the red of peiftcuiioo 
and banilhment, being made to flee his native coun 
try for fafety from Herod. All this he fuffered for uf 
becaufe we deferved to be deprived of all earthly a> 
commodations and comforts, and to be bandied fro 
God and heaven for ever. 

He vizsjlricken by the red of poverty, and pin* 
ing flraits. Too' he was the king of tha umverfe, i 
pofleffrd all the riches in it, ytt,f->r our sokes be 
came poor^ that vie I i> rough bis f^erty twig 2?/ 
come r/c/>, 2 Cor, viii. 5. Rt w*&Wtv w*. *A * 
en,pre(s, but of a poor virgin-, to\V&V»wk* 
bt *t hi si other man's : Re Vi.A i» >c*»R* ' 
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of ground of his own to lire or lodge in : Tho' the 
faxes bad boles, and the birds nejls y yet he that 
created them, bad not where to lay bis bead* His 
diet was oft a fee king and co.nmonly very mean, ba 
ley-bread and fmall filhes. He had no money to 
pay his tax, but mud borrow it from a fi(h of the 
lea. He travelled ftill on ' foot, except once he 
rode to Jerufalem to fulfil a prophecy ; and then he 
had neither horfe nor afs of his own, but muft bor- 
row another man's afs. He had no fine mounting, 
but the clothes of them that followed him : He had 
no burial place of his own, but was laid in another 
man's, and all this he fubmitted to for our fakes* 
* " He was dioftr token by the red of fore labour 
and toil, by working at a mechanic trade, until he 
was thirty years of age ; therefore they faid, Mark vu 
3. Is not tbis the car f enter ? 'Man having eaten the 
forbidden fruit, was doomed to fore labour, that he 
fhould eat his bread with the fweat of his brow. 
Gen, iiu 19. and to his doom our furety fubmitted 
for us. Man broke God's covenant by eating of 
the tree, therefore his furety muft die on the tree. 
Man idolized a tree, and preferred its fruit to God's 
favour ; therefore his furety muft labour in cutting 
and hewing trees moft of his time.— -Man lived a 
life of finning, and therefore Ghrift muft live a life of 
labour and forrow ; he evea became a man of for- 
rows, Ifa* liii. 3. that we might obtain everlafting joy 
and confolation. 

He was ftricken by men's reproachful tongues, 
feoffs and mockeries, being called ag/ft/fon, wine-bib- 
tr, deceiver, Samaritan, blajbbemer, a devil ; and 
one in compact with Beelzebub >\bt £i\ncto$ taw\\* 
They derided bim in all his office* \ *&* ?t 0^**0*' 
bidding him prophefy who ftnote Yvwsi % to^^*^ 
by bidding him f*ve hunfelf ^uacfcYft ^txtA^^ 
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others ; as a King, by putting on him a purple robe, 
a crown of thorns, and giving him a mock fceptre, 
Y*r.j. he endured the moft cruel mockings, and that 
in the midft of his fharpefr fufFerings and foul ago- 
nies, when he cried out on the bloody crofs, Eli> £• 
/f, &c. O, fay they, this man calls, for Elias* playing 
on the word Eli, It was not out of ignorance or 
miftake they faid fo, but out of malice and derifion; 
for they underftrcd the Hebrew language well e> 
nough, and knew he called on Ged, and that Eli 
fignified, my God* But, in their fpite, they would 
reprefent him as an idolater ; and, when dying, that 
he prayed not to God, but to faints for help— He 
vr&sjlricken by the moft open affronts and indigni- 
ties from men, by fpitting in his face, condemning 
him to die for blafphemy againft. God, and treafon 
againft Cafar : By preferring Bar abb as, a murderer, 
before him, and polling him between twe thieves. 
Thus the king of glory was defpifed and rejected of 
men for us, If a. liii. 3. 

He was firicken by the fcourges of plaited cords 
on his back, and with the thorns they drove into his 
head : That thorny crown was defigned for torture, 
as well asdeiiGcn ; for, if it had been only to mock 
him, a crown of draw would have ferved the pur- 
pofe as well as one cf thorn?. — He was flricken by 
the pincers that pluckt the hair <>(C his cheeks ; and 
by the heavy crofs-tree laid or. his bleeding (boul- 
ders, which he rouft carry to Calvary. — He was 
flricken with four big nails thro 1 his hands and feet, 
on which his whole weight mull h*ng —He was 
J}r/ckcn with a burning heat and thirft, which the 
wrath ofGcd, for cur fit c* creattdvn V\\to^ and dri- 
rd him up like a pntftierd : TVns \mA« Vkm c^ *wx* 
ff&irfls yet no wine*, r.r» fouv.tavs ^^ w^w*\\«x 
" r73r;dc mvtt relieve fcmi at t\\\a to.— ^ w 
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Jlriclen by a fpear thruft into bis fide to let out his 
heart-blood) to be Cure that no life remained. Well, 
(faid our dying Lamb) let my deareft blood, my 
heart blood, go for thefe loll tinners, that their fouls 
may live and fmg for ever. 

He mtaftricken by the ungrateful behaviour of his 
own diicipies to him* By Judas* s betraying and 
felling him for a fmall fum, the price of a Have : By 
Peter's denying him, and (wearing he knew him not, 
at the temptation of a poor damfel : By all of them 
forfakiog him, and leaving him in the raidft oF his 
enemies.— BeGdes all this, he was ftticken in his foul, 
by the terrible glittering i word of julticc, ay the 
curfes of the law, by deieitiou from God, by the vi- 
als of his wtath pourtd out on him, which made 
fearful bruifes, deep wounds, and wide gaihes in his 
ibul.— -Oh, cur dear furety was jlritken till he fell to 
the ground; was overwhelmed with wrath, and co- 
vered with bloh»d. With thtie Arokes our mighty 
redeemer was thrown down, ard broken with breach 
upon breach, till all the fea- billows of divine ven- 
geance went over him. Oh, never was there any 
lbrrow like my dear Saviour's forrow, which he ful* 
fered when (iricken for my (ins ! 

Lord, 1 am afhamed of the hardnefs and uncon- 
cerned nc fa of my heart at this moving fpectacle ! ON, 
did the dead earth tremble, the bard rock rend, the 
graves open, the heavens turn black at the light of 
a "dying Jefus, firicken by the (word of juttice ? And 
lhali not my rocky heart tremble and quake, rend 
and melt for my fins, that were the caule of it ? 
Shall the hifiory of Jofepb ia the pit move me more 
than that of Chrift upon' the ctofe*. ^\kXV x^c wv^t. 
of the tragical death of a tYiead, ox \.Vs. W5wx\^^ ^ 
an acouamcar.ee among the Turta^ toon* \^e ^ci* 
ihm the c/fath and iufieringa ot \W\w&ci\>% w*\ 

L a 
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«• Ifeife-and admire liis love to the cleft in general, 
" and to me in particular ; I truft him with my 
" foul, and my eternal lalvation ; I embrace him, 
u and put my whole confidence in him, vabo loved 
** we and gave bimfelffor me. Surely th»3 is the 
faith, that every one who defires to obey that great 
commandment, i John iii. 2;. fliould aim at, and 
profs for, as a' thing of the lafl moment and con- 
ference 1 Lord, I- believe^ help tbou my unbe- 
lief- 

Lord, I will not reft in a general bslief and per- 
fijafion of the mercy of God in Chrifl, and of Chrift's 
ability and williiigncfs to fave all that come unto 
him ; but 1 will apply his blood and righteouinefa to 
mvfelf in particular, and refl on him as one that lov 
cd me, and gave bimfelffor me. This appropriat- 
ing faith m neceffary to my juftification ; for. every 
juftified perfon applies ChrifVs righteoufnefs to him- 
ielft faying, as in I/j. xlv. 24. Surely, in tbs Lord 
have I rigbteoufnefs* As the church in general calls 
him ibe Lord our rigbtcoufnefe ; fo I, in particular, 
call him tbe Lord my rigbtcoufnefi. I make it my 
daily prattice to wrap up my naked foul in this robe, 
and live by faith upon it. I make perfonal and par- 
ticular application of the remedy to my foul's ma- 
ladies, and draw virtue f.-oin it— This particular 
appropriation in the actings of faith, i3 moft needful 
. for clearing up a believer's evidences, and for filling 
tlie foul with joy and peace in believing ; for over 
coming the fears of death, and giving comfort at a 
dying hour. And particularly, it contributes great- 
ly to the fouls comfortable approach to (he holy 
table of the Lord, when it can fa) , " I receive a 
•■' crucified Cbrift as my Saviour ; I j»o to him a3 one 
*' v»bo loved me, and gave itmfclf Jir we, ; \ X'S**- 
** tbe I) mbolt, and feed upon bU \x>&^ aa VkoVto V 
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" rae. -.••A on his blood as Died far me ; and I ac- 
*' cept ofthefe as an earnelt and pledge of my fif 
" irg and feafling with my Saviour for ever/' 

A crucified Chrill, with' all his purchafe, ii offered 
to all the hearers of the gofpel : For Cbrift in the 
word, and by hi; mini Iters in tbegcfptl offer, fpeab 
to all and erwy one vl them { yea, tpeafca .to ewrr 
finner, man and woman in paitkultf, as the" be cal- 
led them by name and firnsrne. And eweVy nan b 
bound to take the call and offer borne to biarie&M 
if he were fo named, and beliew that Chrifl fbwd* 
at his door and knocks, faying, if you, or any man, 
will open to me, 1 will orne in. The promi/i titt 
ysu, unit to all that art afar otf t even to all the a* 
of the earth, and to tl.e flout hearted ; to all the 
fijiu of Dien, to every creature, to tneia that haw 
no' money, to the poor, maimed, blind, \ uaked. 
wretched and miferable, and to whoioever will^onie; 
tiyou U the warizf this filiation fent. Uirilrt}** 
beleech you to be lecuncilcd, and to beware of cd*> 
iiig fkoit of the proinile, by unbelief, fucli a pr*> 
mile as that, Wbofoevcr Mievetb m ibefinjball «„t 
ptrlfli, but bovt eternal life : And that, Dim tbai\ 
C'jmab to me, I vitl in no ways c-ijl out .* befidea 
many others; Jabn iii. 16.— vi. 37, Rev. iti. 17, 8, 
so— mat. 17. Pqm. viii. 4. Ifa. xlv. jjJ— *lvi, 
11.— Iv. 1, Mark xvi. 15. Luke xiv. tt t aa, 33, 
ASi ii. 39.— iii. id— 3fiii> at. 47- a '■''or. v. 10. 
Tieb. iv. i. 

Now, feting the guipel call and offer is given to 
eicry one, faith which is. the eclyi of ilic gofpe) 
call, mull needs receive an offered Chrill, and iilvi- 
tioa thro' hi-ji, with particular a^'plk.M.inQ la *X\& 
foul that believes. As Ciinftoffcv* taato.it n&Vm 
wrehnfe, to every faul in n»|tipfl«* fa_SMa»»*». 
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l 9 the lifts and (Veetnefs of faith lies in this ap- 
iation and appUcatory a8, when the foul is 
i to fay with Thomas ', thou art my Lord and 
od ; and with the fpoufe, my beloved is mine, 
'. am bis ; and with David, tbou art my rick, 
be God ofmyfilvaticn*-— Unbelief would tempt 

put away the gofpel- offer fmni me, faying, 
th not belong to me, I awi not elected, nor de- 

1 to (hare of Ch rift's purclialc ; he did not love 
lor die for me.— But in regard fecret things be- 
to God, my falvation « a* the (lake, my need 
aviour is unfpeakable, and the oiler is made to 
I have no time to lofe in difputing with the 

and unbelief, but I will go to Chrift on the 
id 1 have* He tells me he came to fave firmer*, 

fore that is my name ; he loved enemies , that 
' name ; he received gifts from the rebellious, 
is my nam* ; and now I hear the matter calling 
nviting me in particular : Therefore, in fpite of 
[evil and unbelief, and all my guilt, I'll go for- 
, and accept of Chrift as my Saviour and my 
* ; 111 truft him with my faivation, and believe 
ved ma, and gave bimfelffor me, vile andguiU 
r I am.— This efifay to believe, Lord, I make 
y ftrength, and in obedience to thy command : 

Oh. my attempts are week and feeble ! It is on* 
iy fpirit enlightning my mir.d, and opening up 
gofpd-call and promife to me, faying, to you is 
word of my faivation fent> that determines me 
iake particular application of thy love- offer, by 
icceptable appropriating faith : Let my help 
» from thee. 

Lord, my fins are great and tuimtTOttt** V»x-, 
i I add to them this fin of ref u?u\£ xYie xeme&i 
ittting *way Chrifl's love and \A09d cS&ex*^ ] 
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reft ; for fo I would bring not only my own Hood, 
but the guilt of the Mood of God upon my head. 
This I dire not do ; , now my foul is it the. (lake, 
now the remedy is in my oner) my Med of it is 
great, J cannot delay doling with it, yet a little 
while and my opportunity b gone, and I molt 
change my dwelling for ever ; and bow can I go 
any where without my Saviour I Qirifl I mull have 
to teach me, juftify and fknflify me, none elfe can 
do it, on him all t»y help is laid. How (hill I go 
to a communion- tabic without him 7 How. will I go 
to death without him ? How will I go to a judg- 
ment-feat without him t Lord, my cafe is defperate 
without thee ; wherefore I accept of thy offer, I be- 
lieve thy lore, I trufi in thy merits, I apply thy blood* 
I appropriate thy purchafc, and cry, my Lord, and 
ny God* I connde in a Cn-pardoning God, arid reft 
on bis promife to me, thro' Chrift's blood and merit, 
for life and ulvation. And tlio* clouds arife, and he 
fhonld threaten even to flay me, yet will I craft at 
him, u one that loved me, and gave himself fir 

ObjeB. But doth not the calling Aimers to fuch ap- 
propriating a£b of faith, encourage the prefumptuoui 
confidenee of hypocrites to call God their God, like 
Balaam, Num. xxii. 18. and to continue in fin 1 
Ant v. No ; thefe gofpel-calli do encourage finnen 
to love God, to repent and leave their fine; for till 
we believe, and talie fometbing of God'ilove to us, 
we cannot love him, nor turn to him, 1 Job* iv. 191 
•we Uvc bim, because be Jt'Jl loved us. Andtheabufe 
or jjrefumption of hypoarites mull not binder the pub 
Hiking of free gofpel-offer»an6\ewov&v 
Ania. the awioDriuVni Kris, o* VEvemm V«n 
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the heart, draws forth the foul in love to God, 
and hatred to fin ; whereas the preemption of hy- 
procrites hath no fuch effe&s. 

It is the duty then of every man, that hath Cbrift's 
love-offers tendered to him, to repent and believe the 
gofpei, to fee his loft date in Advni) and his need of 
Chrift, to be well pleafed with this gofpel-device, re- 
ceive Chrift in all his offices, to trail in him as his 
faviour, and thereupon believe that bis (ins are for* 
given thro* Chrifts blood; and fo perfuade and a(- 
liire himfelf that Chrift u his, that he died for him, 
and that he (hall have life and falvation thro* him. 
This perfuafion and aiTuraoce being moft neceflary 
to the (piritual Hie, it is the great duty of every one 
toprefs forwards in the ads of faith, until they at* 
tain it, faith being ftill weak and lame without it. 
But feeing many believers have it not always, thro' 
prevailing doubts and unbelief, it muft fureiy belong 
mnre to the perfection of faith," than to the efience 
of it : Their cafe is like that of a thipwreek'd man 
that hath got hold of a plank, he believes the plank 
is fufScient to bear him np, and keep him from fink- 
ing, but the blowing dorm, aid his own weaknefs, 
make him doubt if hit grip be fail enough toehold by 
it* ■ ■■ Indeed, Lord, if thou didft not take fader 
grips of me then I do of thee, my weak and flippe- 
ry-finger'd faith will foon let thee go; but I truft 
riot in xny faith, but in thy faithfulnels ; I truft not 
in my promifes to thee, but in thine to me ; that 
thpu wilt never leave me, nor forfake me* Lord 
do as thou haft fakl ; be it unto me according to 
thy vord* 
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MEDITATION XXVI. 

From 1 Job* iy. 19. 

We. love bint, became he first lotted us. 

NO icafon can be given why God loved aoj 
Ada*'* race, but only becaufc be loved 1 
But good reafons can be given Why we lor* G 
both becaufc he is infinitely lovely in himfelf, end' 
taufe he firft loved us, and before we had any thong 
of love to him. O what ii out love, but a lb 
ftream that flowi from and returns again to 
ocean of hb live 1 God's love to us it the lburce, 
incentive, the motive, and moral caufe of our 1 
to him. We can never loye God, until fame r 
of hia everlafting love break out to us ; for coo 
ence of guilt, and fears of wrath, do rather incl 
us to hate him, and flee from him ai an enemv, t 
to love him, and draw near to him : But the bra 
ingoHtof the beams of God's, ancient and pre*< 
i'-ig love to us in Jefiis Chrif!, makes way for bre 
i;ig the enmity if our hearts, and biii-ging in 
heavenly fire of love to him. The frri«us co 
deration of God's eternal free love to us, pi 
wretclied and unlovely creataris, and his loving 
at fuch a rate, as to feel: and court onr leve at 
expenceif his Son's blood, a the moil powerful 1 
tive in the world to engage: and draw out our 1 
to trim; and the more we have of the faith or U 
ing of this love, the warmer Uill will our love 
liiin be. God's redeeming love difplayed to 11 
doth obfuire all tin* fceming g!f>iies of this wo 
is aiach as the meridian fmi tluth dm ken candle- 

thriller fires; and loon coiw'v.'-qm v\M.Vcft.*Ja«tVa. 

'■lutmthat deferve:: onr «H't«i«s WlO^vAV: 
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but finds his heart warmed with love to him again. 
A forgiven foul cannot read his pardon but with 
tears of love and joy, and dill there is Kuch love 
where much is forgiven* ,. We love bim f becaufc b* 
fit ft loved us* 

Lord, at thy call, I go to thy table to admire 
and give thanks for God's preventing love vented 
to men in the- council of peace, the covenant of re- 
demption, in the incarnation, the death, the blood 
and righteoufnefs of our God-Redeemer. O amaz- 
ing love ! I admire it in the antiquity of it ; God's 
love is from all eternity ; his thoughts were long 
let upon man before he had a being. I admire the 
freenefs and uodefervednefs of this love ; there was 
nothing in man to engage his love ; he faw nothing 
in him but poverty, debt, impotency, and defor- 
mity ; yea, man was fo far from deferving any love 
from God, that he defer ved all hatred, as being 
loathfome a*d full of enmity ; having razed out tbe 
image of God, and got Satan's fet up in its room I 
Yet, even then, God loved him fo, as to give his 
dearly beloved Son to die for him. O, did God love 
rnan when utterly unworthy of his love ? and (hall 
not we love God, who infinitely deferves all our at- 
fecYion, as being in himfelf entirely amiable, and al- 
together lovely ; and likeways as affectionate to us, 
as he is lovely in himfelf I ■ Lord Jefus, I admire 
thtjlrengtb and ardency of thy love! Many waters 
of affliction did not quench it, and the floods ot 
wrath that went over thee could not drawn it ? Strong 
was that love that made thee engage, and carried 
thee through in {offering the pains both of the firft 
and fecond death in our (lead 1 OY\, Wm-aftvasask "^^ 
afBifzed for my little love to tteeA — V wvw^tN *s.^ 
ronfiancy and tfedfafinefs o£ thy \we, ^aax'vx^ 
:iaues£rm to thy people Vrora evtt\*&w^ **' *- 
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lading ; and that it is never altered by all t 
kind returns, provocations, and ingratitude 
meeteft with from them. — I wonder at the 
and efFe&s of thy love i O how great ! how 
how numerous I Who can value or fet them 
Such as, i% quenching the fire of juftice, dil 
" the law of its curfes, bruiting the the ferpent' 
" paying believers debt, obtaining for them 
" ration, pardon of fin, peace with God, 
\: " with confeience, peace with angels, and adoj 

1 \ " to God's family, j unification, fanc"Uficati< 

i M the graces of the fpirit, audience of prayer, 

•* in grace s comfort in affli&ion, a bleffing 
«' providences, prefervance in holinefs, the 1 
" of angels, victory over death, a happy ref 
*• on, acquittance at the tribunal, the 
** vifion, and evetlafting life !•• Who can 
the loving kindnefs of the Lord ? Who ca 
his mighty ads ? Who can fliew forth his 
1 may fooner fathom the depth of the f 
breadth of the earth, or the height of heave 
meafure the love of God in Chrift ; for it 
knowledge ! 

Oh, liow little do we love him, that loved 

and loved us at fuch a rate ! Nay, how unt 

are we for all the inftances and fruits of his 

lefs love ! How unkind are the returns we n 

him for it i Be aflonijhed, ye heavens, at tb 

be horribly afraid at the ingratitude of men 

little do we think on the redeeming love, and a 

propitiation provided by God for our (ins 

little do we fpeak of this love, or recomraet 

thofe who know it not \ How do the fma! 

and little nothings o£ t\v\s vioA^ ^gsx xw» 

in oar hearts, than Chnft's ^W\o\\* ^m\OwS 
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bleffed fruits of his love ! How unwilling are we to 
go into the terms of redeeming love, to renounce a 
covenant of works, felf*righteoufnefs, darling fins, 
beloved idols! &c. How averfe are we to renounce 
the world, deny felf, and to be debtors wholly to 
free grace ! How inclinable are we to fatisfy confer- 
ence after commiffion of fin, by our own doings* 
confefKons, mournings, refblutions, fcfc» without 
going to the propitiation provided by the love of God I 
How great is the liking we have to fin that killed the 
Lamb of God ! How can we fay, we love God that 
loved us firft, when vie hug his e«emy in our bofom L 
that my bead were water s f and my eyes a faun* 
tarn of tears % that I might weep and mourn day and 
night for the ungrateful requitals of the Jobs of men 
for the preventing love of God in Chrift, and the a- 
mazing inftancea of it i 

O that I could fay on good ground, and from the 
bottom of my heart, I love him that firft loved me. 
Sorely a fincere love to God and Chrift would be a 
fure evidence of God's eternal love to me ! O that I 
had the marks of this love, and could fay, My me* 
dilations of him are sweet: I place my happinefs in 
bis favour, and the comfort of all ordinances in his 
prefence : I rejoice in the nourifhiog of hi* kingdom,, 
and abhor every thing that is injurious to bun: I 
efteem Chrift the Mediator and gift of God, as mod 
precious, with every thing that belongs to him : I 
fall heartily in with the device of redeeming love for 
faving tinners, and ttudy the life of faith on the Son 
of God. 1 renounce my own righteoufnefs and 
flrength, and defire always to fay, In the Lord Jefus 
have I my righteoufnefs and jhren^tb* NN w. ^ 
the language of my heart, 1 mv^vx. *\$w\ ^ >£«&*■ 
felf, and fay, Ttou that kn*«we£ ttU tVm^Vitf* 
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eft that I love tbetf and defire to render thee low 
for love* 

It would be a great ftiame for believers, if the 
did not love him, that firft loved them, when the] 
were enemies to him ! furelv tbey cannot be believ 
ers without lore to him. O for greater and warme 
love to him that firft loved vs ! love is the grea 
qualification of the faints above ; the more love wi 
have, the liker heaven we are, and the more fit t< 
dwell in it. Were it poffible there could be a mai 
in heaven without love, he would reckon the plao 
a hell, and the work a torment to him. It i 
love that makes fpiritual and heavenly work de 
lightful ; hence love is faid to be the fulfilling of th 
law. If the love of God be in the heart, the la* 
of God is there alfo, and the foul is inclined to al 
holy obedience. O may the love of God in Chrii 
conftrain me to live to him that died for me.— 
Have I feen the, aftonifhing love of God in partin; 
with his dear Son to fave me ? O let that love con 
{train me to part with all my fins and idojs fo 
him ■ Have 1 feen the dear Son's amazing lov 
in bleeding to death on the curfed tree, to fave m 
from lying in hell for ever ? O let me never agai: 
wittingly walk in the road that leads to it.— Hav 
I feen him draggling in an agony to open heaven 1 
gates for me ? O let me never turn my back on hea 
ven, and tell him thereby he might have faved hi 
labour. O let his bour.dlefs love warm my hear 
more and more with love to him ! May the charm 
of his love triumph over all the charms of fin's plea 
fures and Satan's devices, and kindle fuch a. fire o 
love in my heart, as will bum vp all my lofts lit 
flubble* Amen. 



Souring in tears, Sec. 137 

MEDITATION XXV1L 
From Psal. exxvi. 5. 

They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy. 

THE lowing time of God's people u all here, 
but the reaping time is but partly here, and 
far more fully hereafter* Here they fow very much 
in tears ; there is need for it: This feed time is the 
mod promifing of any. Men love a dry feed time, 
but God loves wet feed-times bed : A wet fowing 
time, doth promife a harveft of joy. whereas a dry 
one portends a harveft of forrow. Wo to ttem that 
laugbnovfy they Jball weep* If men do not begin 
with tears they ihall end with them ; if they weep 
not now, they (hall weep and ,wail, and gnafti their 
teeth hereafter. ■ , Godly weeping is a good fign 
of fpiritual life* If a child, when born, was heard 
cry, it is reckoned a legal proof of its living ; but if 
not, it is accounted ft ill-born or dead. Alas the 
number of ftilj-bom children in the church is great ! 
few are heard cry or feen weep, in a godly fort, if 
compared with thole who do not.— There be mary 
who pour out tears en worldly occafions, but few 
on fpiritual ccounts* If a child die, we can mourn 
and weep over him, but wlx> mourns for Chrift as 
for an only fon ? Who wreps for fin that pierced 
him? Oh, how little are we affe&ed with the 
fu fie ring of our dear Redeemer ! Our ears are fo 
; .accuftomed to the bearing of Chrift's love, Lis 
' agonies, his wounds, his blood, his death, that 
they are become words of a common WyA* ^nA 
f. make little impreffion on us, tW xfcvfc^ \» \\tft tm&^ 
awful and moving things that ever tY« vw\& Vft**< 
of — * ■ ,— Thov, Lord, art prefer ax fa&tvwtf 

M * 
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thou obfervcft our tears, and cbsneft'wiirr thy 
to receive and pieferve them ; but, oh, how i 
is it of tears, for the moft part, of gofpel-he 
and how few are the tears which are dropt in 
communicants themfelves ! 

Lord, I am aftiamed of the hardnefs and i 

eernednefs of my heart, and the woful dryneft 

eyes ! Shall the rocks about Jerusalem rend i 

at Chrift's fufferings than my rocky heart ? 

others weep and fow in tears, when Chrift's \* 

and blood are fet before them, and I continue 

and hardened-? Shall the biftory of Joseph in t 

move my heart more than that of Chnfc upc 

crofs ? Lord, look upon my (tony heart with 

look it into dreams of penitential tears, giv 

!~h fuch a look as thou gaveft Peter when he c 

? jl \ l thee ; a look that may caufe me to weep, and 

;-J, j< bitterly at the remembrance of my (Ins that p 

rrr thee. If I have not openly denied my Saviour, 

?■'. I have (hamefully forgot him, and for fa ken 1 

my heart : 1 have had a deep hand in all his 

ings. When my dear Lord was in the garden fw< 

J ) blood, neither Jew nor Gentile, Judas nor 1 

were there to caufe it ; but oh, my unbelief, my 

| - my carnality, my hypocrify, my (infill .word 

: ; : actions were there, and with their weight i 

jM-i him to the ground, and brought that fearful 

and fweat upon him* My diilimulation wa 

tractor's kifs, my ambition the thorny crowi 

diinkipg up iniquity like water, the potion c 

• and vinegar ; my want of tears caufed him t 

] . both tears and blood ; my fbrfaking God mad 

to be forfaken of God ; my foulV being exc< 

guilty, wade his foul exceedw^ nwrv\ ^\ 

means then the hardnefa of nry Veaxt* *n& 

of my eyes, when thd* th\ng» we ^ ^ 
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:hat weeping is defigned for me hereafter, where 
fltall never be dried up! Lord, fave me, lor 
•3 fake fVom hell's tears, and give g'ace to 
Lit them by fowing in tears now in the proper 

long as I am in the valley of tears, there are 
reafons for lowing the feed of tears. I fee 
grounds for them, may a glance of them be 
leans of melting my heart, and filling my eyes 
tears. — Tears for my woful apoftacy from 
in Adam, whereby I am baniliied from God, 
loft his image and countenance, and am fallen 
• his wrath and curfe— Tears for the woful 
ption of our nature, my enmity againft Cod, 
he manifold plagues of my heart, as atheism, ig- 
nee, pride, unbelief, bardnefs, bypoerijy for- 
ry, &c Tears for the fins of my life, open 
lee ret, of omiifion and commilfinn, of light 
ignorance, which are more in number than the 
of ray head, and many of them very heinous, 
lie of feveral aggravations, of all which 1 may 
an affecYmg view, by reading our larger catt> 

1 upon the ten comma raiments. Tears upon 

smembrance of ChrilYs kve, in fufiering and 
{ in my room, to wafli away my fins ana fave 
Vom bell. Surely the thoughts of this love 
inflame the coldeft bread, melt the hardeft 
, and make the drielt corllitution run down 
tears. It was this that made Mary Magda* 
eves gulh out fo plentifully with tears of love 
oy , as were enough to wafh her Saviour's feet. 
s for the abufe of God's fatherly goodnefs, mer- 
ind pa;ie;.ce towards ire, a finful hftU-dt&tNvc^ 
ure. Tins ronfitie ration mt?Ue& \to& ^stoSa^C* 
f and made him cry, Father, I bewe s write, tt 
beavenand in iby fight., and am w> mwfi^ 



thy to be called tby son. David's undefended ] 
nefs made even a hard-hearted Saul to lift up his ' 
and weep, and will not God's kindnefs, which is 
nitely greater and more free, make me drop fome : 

tears at his holy table ? Tears , becaufe o 

frowns ef my heavenly Father, the tokens c 
difpltafurc, bis chaftifements, and even his chi 
and (baking the rod at me : Thefe will mel 
heart of a child wfeofe nature is kindly and iiij 
ous, while the flubborn will ftand it again ft i 
flrokes. David, tho' a man of. the grea'.eft v 
againft his enemies, yet when he faw God wi 
gry with him in Absalom's rebellion, he wept 1 
child before the enemy while going up Olivet, 2 
xv, 30. and feeuitd to have no courage at all. 
Again I ought to low in Tears for the dilbc 
do.ie to God by the fins of others ; and efpe 
when damnable herefies and blafphemies are v 
again ft God. And like wife Tears for the miferu 
perifhing condition of ethers. And efpecially ' 
of fympathy with God's people in affliction, 
read of Chrift himfelf, David. Hezektab Jcf.ai 
remiab* and other faints, fowing iuch Tears, 
then may this world be called a valley of Tears 
Be fides all thefe, it is well pleating to God 
chriftians fow tears of te»den:efs in renew in 
venant with him, in prayer, in hearing the 
in communicating and commemorating the 
and fufiering of Chrift for their Gns. This 1 
a fpecial feaion for fowing tears, according to 
xi'u 1 o. O fhall chriftians be more fparing of 
tears far Chrift, than Chrift was of his bloo 
them ? We cry out againft the Jews and .Rom. 
hard-hearted men frr piercing Chrift, and beir 
concerned at his il.fferings. But what fofter a 



roe! Nay, tliou had opened thy loving 
i flicker rebels who trod thee under foot! 
urt burned *ith love to them who cruelty 
|t Thy bowels yearned towards thofe that 
rthem with bloody hands! furely eternity 
P be (hort enough to celebrate the pratfes 
ftoriou* Immanud, who loved us, and wafh- 
m our Cns in his own blood. Worthy is 
'bleeding Lamb of eternal hallelujahs from 
H'lDgels. Lord fit my heart for thefe new 
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was there fuch a miracle of condefcend- 
Mo the fons of men, as this of the eternal 
K God's becoming man to fuffer hell for 
md pour out his blood to waih them from 
rekindles hell-fire againft them. Glory to 
mb for his fire-quenching blood, and for his 
fog love that kept me from feeling of this 
' bow would this love have aftec\ed me, if 
lad lent me to hell, and kept me there one 
r »ne month, or bjt one day ! Surely, one 
bell would have made me prize and praife 
log love and redeeming blood at another rate 
now do.— Or had 1 feen the damned in their 
defpairing and without hope ! Or had I feen 
■rising Saviour in the garden fweating blood 
; or feen him dying on the crofs, pouring it 
five big wounds to the very laft drop to waih 
in ! O would not I then have valued the great 
> and falvation he now tenders to me !— And 
ill this which I now hear in the ward, and 
trefented in the facrament, as true, as real 
rtain, as if 1 had feen it with uvy cjc&\ 
! now when I go to behold Qtirto. ^\w& "** 
% 1.1 t/jis holy reprefentauon, e>Nfcti %>n& V**^ 
fccrj/iced and flaughttreil £« tyyj ^s\\ \ \ 
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and refill temptations ; give me gracious returns of 
prayer, and victory over my corruptions, that I may 
fing with the Pfalmift, PfaL cxxxviL 3. In the day 
nuben I cried, tbou anfwredft me ; and firing* 
tbenedfi me with flrengtb in my foul. 

MEDITATION XXVIII. 

From Rev. i. 5. 

Unto bim that toned us, and wo/bed us from our 
sins in bis own blood* 

THE love of Chrift in becoming man, and (bed- 
ding his blood to ranfom and fave finners of 
mankind will be the eternal fong of the redeemed 
above, and why fhould they not begin this fong bere 

below ! Never was ther# fuch matter for (bugs 

of praife as the unfathomable love of Jefus. His name 
is love ; and therefore it is to me as ointment pour* 
ed forth. I'll remember his love more than wine* 
His nature is love \ his words and acTtons were love ; 
he preached and practifed love ; he lived in love, 
was lick of love, and died for love* O what 
thoughts fhould I have of this free and undeferved 
lo\ e of the glorious Son of God, who was intreated 
by no man, and even hated of all men ; yet in his 
free love intreats and undertakes for man, faying* 
thn' he be my enemy, 111 be both his furety and fa- 
crifice, I'll drink the cup of wrath, be made fin 
and a curfe for him, J '11 pour out all my blood and 
die for him.— O how (hall I fpeak ef this aftonim- 
ing love to thy enemies ! to have fpared our lives 
had been great mercy, but to give thy life for ours 
is love unfpeakable ! — Oh ! Lord, thou haft found 
me in my enmity, and yet loved me ! when my hand 
trss lifted vp againft thee, tYvy *ua* ^w o^en to 



arace roe 1 Nay, thou haft opened thy loving 
irt to ihelter rebels who trod thee under foot 2 
y heart burned with love to them who cruelly 
reed it ! Thy bowels yearned towards thofe that 
ed in them with bloody hands! furely eternity 
If will be (hort enough to celebrate the pr&fes 
our glorious Immanue!, who loved us, and wafti- 
us from our fins in his own blood. Worthy is 
1 flain bleeding Lamb of eternal hallelujahs from 
n and angels* Lord fit my heart for thefe new 

D never was there fuch a miracle of condefcend- 
love to the fons of men, as this of the eternal 
n of God's becoming man to fuffer hell for 
>ra, and pour out his blood to wafh them from 
that kindles hell-fire againft them. Glory to 
; Lamb for his fire-quenching blood, and for his 
renting love that kept me from feeling of this 
; ! O how would this love have afte&ed me, if 
Vice had fent me to hell, and kept me there one 
ar, or •ne month, or bat one day ! Surely , one 
y in hell would have made me prize and praifc 
leeming love and redeeming blood at another rate 
an I now do.— -Or had 1 feen the damned in their 
ifery defpairing and without hope ! Or had I feen 
y agonizing Saviour in the garden fweating blood 
r me ; or feen him dying on the crofs, pouring it 
it at five big wounds to the very lad drop to wafh 
/ay fin ! O would not I then have valued the great 
lnedy and falvation he now tenders to me !— And 
not all this which I now hear in the word, and 
e reprefented in the facrament, as true, as real 
d certain, as if 1 had feen it with my eyes ? 
And now when I go to behold Chrift dying ani 
ceding in this holy reprefentauon.* wwv «&>& Vsve^ 
God /acrjficed and (laufcVAteteA foe toi^ha \ V* 
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touch my heart that it may be fuiubly affected with 
the fight, fo as intenfely to love my blefled Savioar, 
and to bate my curfed fins*—- O How Ihoald I, on 
this occafion, be covered with frame and loathe nyfelf, 
who have both procured the death of Cbrtft- by flu , •; 
and finned againft his death, by flighting his blood 
and neglecting his great faWatioa. ■ O h ! I am 
chargeable both with the guilt of Chrift's blood, 
and murdering my own foul,. ■ . pardon and 
deliver me from blood guil$ine/i 9 God, tbou God 
of my falvation* 

My fins have indeed ft.ed the blood of Girift, but 
Lord, impute not the guilt, but the merit of this 
blood to me. Lord, what profit is there in my 
blood ? Surely the leall drop of thy dear Son's blood 
is of more value than a fea of mine* A wh^le fea 
of it can't wafh away one fin, but Loid thou ealieft 
me to look unto the Lamb's blood that takes away 
the fins of a world*— Oh, is not this bleod more . 
powerful to waft me, than my fins are to defile me? | 
is not its virtue as fre Hi (till as when it dropped from : 
his wounds on the tree, or in the day when it i 
clean ted 3000 at once ? Is not thy Son's blood a , 
fufficient fatisfacYion for all my fins, a full price for ! 
my redemption? Cmy foul, thmia»t now near the I 
blefltd remedy for thy guilt and polution, this is 
the only well of falvation and fountain of life ? 
canft thou fee Chrift's blood running, and not defire 
to be bathed in ii? Now the cleanfing and healing 
dreams run on both fides of the tnble ,* now let me 
apply and live, let me bring all my fores andphgues 
to the dreams, my blind eyes, my deaf ears, my 
weal: hands, my feeble knees, my hard heart, my 
cold affections, my unbelieving and doubting mind, 
my leprous and unclean foul. Ix>rd, this blood has 
Haflied away the plagues, fuots and fiains of many 
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tboufands who are now prailing the Lamb for it : 
Oh ! let me be joined to the number, that I may al- 
fo Gng to him that loved and wafhed me* 

O bleeding Lamb, if thou wis then canji make 
me clean ; O let that blood which gufhed from thy 
heart and fide, but drop on my foul, that it will 
cleahfe me from all (in— And when thou art pleaf- 
ed to come to me in the facrament in ft ream 3 of 
blood, O raife me up, that I may meet thee with 
dreams of tears, tears of repentance, love and gra- 
titude* O let me not be more fparing of my tears 
for Chrift, than he was of his blood for me. % Da» 
lid's kindnefs made even a hard hearted Saul lift up 
his voice and weep, and will not Chrift's kindnefe, 
which if infinitely greater, make me drop at leaft 
fome filent tears ? fb 

O how dreadful a thing mud it be to reject this 
remedy! Surely j aft ice will not fpare them that 
trample under foot the blood of the Son of God : 
'If juftice was inexorable when he himfelf prayed, if 
it be poffible, let tint cup pafs ; how will he fpare 
me, or' hear the cry of thofe who reject his blood and 
facriSce ? How is it poffibU that the cup of wrath, 
can pafs from them who do it ? No, they muft drink 
it for ever themfelves ! Lord fave me from rejecting 
this blood* I believe, Lord, help my unbelief 

MEDITATION XXIX. 

Prom Luxe xv, 18, 19* 

Father, 1 have finned againfi beaven, and before 
thee, and am n% more wrtby to be called thy 
son, make me as one> &c« 

FATHER : Ah, I may be afhamed to call thee 
fo, confidering what ad\Co\it^\a^^^^^^^ 






Tbe penitirt prodigaF* 

have been; I am a mod wretched pnKfi$uY 
thy houfe andprefence, end went into* far 
y, far from tbee, roy blifs and happinefe* 
ow, fathery behold me defiling to come back 
poor p en i teritj mouroiiig and returning prods* 
I come from a far country indeed* I cone 
the land of fin ami darkneft; I come from the 
tiers of bell, from the very borders of the burn- 
lake ! Ah, feoJUh creature that I am, how have 
<rfaken thee the fountain of living waters! . How 
d have I been of broken cifterne, and in love with 
hy puddles ? O the bafenefs, the diGngenuity, the 
gratitude that J have been guilty pf» I have re- 
ted thy power, defpifed tby- wifdon*, undervalued 
iy goodrtefi ! Father of mercies, I now fee what 
n tvil thing and bitter it is to forfakc the Lord* 
ioly Lord Jefus 1 now fee what indignities 1 have 
Jone againft thee ! Thy blefled body was dreadfully 
torn with nails upon the ctofs, and thy precious 
blood .inhumanly fpilt by the ciurihers! But Oh! 
have not I occafior.ed more grief and.forrow to the* 
by my'mamrold fins againft light and love? Thej 
crucified thee but once, , but 1 have crucified the 
day after day! 3 hey crucified thee, becauie the 
knew thee not ; but 1 have known thee what the 
art in tbyfelf,' the Lord of glory ; and what tb 
art to roe, a tender and merciful father; \et 1 hs 
continued to crucify thee afreQ).-— O holy Spirit 
have refitted thy fl riving s, quenched thy moti< 
dtmolifhed thy work, and pat thee away grie* 
But, Lord, J condemn my folly, and fee my mil 
Oh, 'what have I gained by offending thee ? not 
but iiiame and comufion, fear, trerrbJing and 
ror ! O What fruit had I in thofc things wher 
us now alhameil 
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But, father, I have heard of thy companions to 
the guilty when they confefs and forfake and turn 
to thee : Wherefore tho* I am afhamed like the pub- 
lican to lift up my eyes to heaven ; yet let ms 
with humble Magdalene come behind thee weeping, 
and warn thy feet with my tears, and kifs them. 
And let me hear the news of pardon from thy 
mouth. Thou cameft, Lord, not to call the righ- 
teous, but G nners to repentance ; and of thofe I am 
the chief*— -Lord, I am full of difeafes, full of wounds, 
full of plague-fores, full of weaknefs and infirmities, 
full of fins and pollutions. Here, Lord, is work 
for thy ftrong hand, work for thy wonder-working 
blood, O ftretch out thy hand and fave.- — Father I 
am not worthy to be called thyfon } make me as one 
of thy hired fervants ; and. thou kneweft no hire, 
no wages will fktisfy ine but thyfelf ; Lord, give me 
thyfelf, be thou my exceeding great reward* 

Lord I am fo vile a creature, that I may fear to 
come and prefent a petition to thee upon the knee, 
md far more to come and fit down with thee at 
thy holy table : If John Baptift, a faint of the firft 
magnitude, thought hirnfelf not worthy to ftoop 
lown and loofe the latchet of thy fhoes, (hall I, who 
im laden with fins, adventure to. that holy feaft, 
where angels wait as miniftring (pirits ! But, 
Lord, in thy compafli«n receive me, that comes not 
excufe but to accufe myfelf, with eyes cad down, 
mining on my bread with the Publican, Lord, be 
nerciful to me a Jinner* Thou didft gracioufly ac- 
:ept of the publican's prayer, of itary Magdalene* *s 
ears, the faith of the thief on the crofs, the re- 
pentance of Peter, and of thole that crucified thee. 
$y thofe inftances of thy mercy, 1 am encouraged 
odraw near to thee ; O fend me not awa^j tro^t 
elrT h'mt by the way ; But fa&a&y ray t*fc&3 ^^ 






148 Tie penitent pr&tigal, 8tc. 

with the food of thy heavenly banquet,; that I may 
receive fpiritual ftrength and nourimment to eternal * 
life. j§ 

Lord, hear my cry, and hide not thy face fiwv 
" me : When 'Menojfeb cried ft thee,; then had te- , 
fpe& to bis prayer t When the Nhmkpt bambsed 
themfelves before thee, thou waft imitated 3 yeai 
tfceu inviteft the moil crimfon and fcaHet ookmed . 
firners, to c«me and reafoii with thee* aad affiants 
them, thon wilt caft out none that opmrth ■■» ■ Maay 
tboufands who have -experienceo! the truth of thy 
word, are, at this hour, tinging thy prajfea, aod-eantt* 
: ing thy free grace. Lord, do .thou alio make me a 
. monument of thy free grace to all eternity* . 

Ah, 1 may be amaraed to fpeak of mercy and 
grace, who have fo long abided thy grace, and tramp- 
led on the blood that mould fave me. O that I coot! 
mourn and weep all my life for it* O what ihatt I 
do with my ftony heart that will not break and melt 
for abufing God's mercy, and trampling Gh rift's blood ! 
Oh, (ball I mourn and weep for a dead corpfe, or 
departed friend, and not mourn for a dead heart, or 
for Gcd's departii'g from me ! Shall the dear Son of 
God weep, fweat, and bleed for us $ and we not weep 
for ourfelves, or for our 6ns that pierced his bead 
with thorns, his hands with naife, and his fide with a 
fpear, and his heart with farrows. Lord Jefua* I 
look to tftee with a penitent heart, feeing thon tel- 
left me, thou art exalted for this very end, to give 
repentance to Israel. 

Lotd, w&arSu man that tbou art mindful of 

Urn f and what am 1, the unworthieft of nsen, that 

thou fl'ouldft call me to fit down with thy children at 

thy table, who am unworthy a* a do%T& tx«*o vofot 

it ; yea, called me to eat the \«e*& eft *n|t>*,<»Yn 

™ not worthy to eat- the bread oi twea Wtaaaean 
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love ! that God fhould court thofe to obedience whom 
he can peremptorily command to it ; and, in cafe of 
difabedieoce, punifli inftantfy in hell ; that he fhould 
take poor flaves, condemned to the prifqn of hell, and 
make them crowned kings in heaven ; that he fhould 
not only be willing .to dwell in fle/h, but alfo to give 
us this flefh for our food ; that he fhould not only fave 
hs from hell, but even leave his throne in heaven, and 
lofe his life on earth, to, en throne us in his kingdom ! 
Thefe are prodigies of love, which fhould engage us to 
love our Saviour, and mourn for fin while we live.— 
Lord Jefus, pity a relenting, returning prodigal, take 
him. home, and make him thy fervant for ever. It is 
lighly jull, that I fhould offer up myfelf a Hying fa- 
srifice to my Redeemer, who offered up lumfelf a dy- 
ng facrifice for my redemption. 

MEDITATION XXX. 

From Song i* 4* 

—IVe will remember tby love. — 

[GO, blefled Jefus, at thy call to remember thy 
love at thy holy table ; thy words have an awful 
ound in my cars, do ibis in remembrance of me. 
'. fee much in them, in obedience to them I'M do tbi* 
n remembrance of thy dwelling in fiefli ; ' in memo* 
v of thy love that carried thee to the manger, to 
he garden, and to the crofs for me ; in memory of 
he infinite price of thy blood which thou didft ftied; 
1 memory of the victory obtained by it over the 
leraies of my iouJ ; in rnenvjry o£ \.\\e d&\«w««R. 
>m wrath and the immortal £\or<? >ftvo\*.\v*2\ \» N - 
\kd by it for me : Tho' tYiou ffid&'&ft «AVj* % 
grave, yet thy love ftr*\l e/*«\ Yw* Vfc m^ V* 5 
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Glory to Aesthete art now alive in heave* ; O tea 
and live with me ; let thy love never be one n 
went out of my view. I blefi thee for this fcftii 
memorial of thy love. 

- I look on this facraraent *s «6 real or proper 
crifice, as many do, but only an a reprefentsMa 
commemoration of . the real facrifice "Cbrift ofiei 
on the croft. I do no more at the LordVtafe 
than what thrift did at k: Since he offered 00 

*' crifice at the table, neither do I. He only did 00 
memorate that facrifice he was going to offer* 1 
the fame, and no more do I. If any fhould fay 4 
Ghrift offered a real facrifice when he inftituted t 
facraaient, then the oblation on the crofs woi 

, have been fuperflttous, betfaufe finners would hi 
been redeemed by that of the fupper which W< 
before. 

Now is the time for a folemn commemoration 
thy love 5 Ch, (hall I be unmindful of thy love 
this feaft, when thou waft fo mindful of me at 
made thy teftament, put me in it, and left me r 
cious legacies to cauft me to remember thee, fach 
light and life, pardon and peace, righteoufnefs ; 
ftrength, giace and glory.— -O "how heroic, how 
nerous and free is thy love to finful worms! We 1 
done nothing to oblige thee ; nothing faweft t] 
- in us to engage thy love to us; but much didft t] 
fee in us to incenfe thee againft us. When we m 
without ftrength, ungodly- finners, and enem 
thou lovedft us, and died for us. Greater lame bath 
man than tbis> to lay down bis life for bis fr ten 
but far greater love hath God-man, who laid do 
hfclife for hiVenemies 1 O wtaxftvaXW \Yv\tv\l di 
Jove I it had been wonderWl love, Va ** w| 

have (looped to be united to 1. \wa? o* taart 

herein fuScxcd for us*. tho % Vt w«^ xtf&Y* 
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eur debt. But, O my foul, here is one more valuable 
than all the angels in heaven that has (looped to do 
k J Tbe word vtas madefiejb and dwelt among us! 
When I waa like Isaaa bound on the altar, he freely 
offered hibfelf to be made a facrifice to fatisfy jultice 
for m^tatber^ faid he, to I come, to do tby will I 
tdkedtligbt. 

JUmemberAhis Jove* my (but, the Son of God 
is become tbe fen of man for tbee f that thou might-* 
eft 4* raifed to the dignity of a fon of God! He 
that was infinitely rich, for my fake became poor, 
that I, a poor naked creature) might become rich 
and well clothed* How can I look on the incar- 
nation and birth of my Redeemer, and not remem- 
ber his love with, wonder I Can I behold the man* 
gcr his bed,, and not adore the love that brought 
bim to \yt in it? O how low were the circumflances 
of the heir of heaven, when he cave to fojourn on 
earth, who had neither houfe, to live in, nor an 
eftate to live upon, but muft be fubfifled by the hof- 
pitality of others, and frequently his fare was very 
mean! Amazing prodigy of divine love! Godftoops 
$0 dwell in flefh, and gives us his flefh to feed upon 
in the kcrament i He not only pardons our fins and 
faves us from hell, but leaves his. throne in heaven, 
lefts his life on earth, and wades thro* hell to enthrone 
us in bis kingdom, and make us crowned kings for 
even— Blefled be tbe Lord that gives me a commu- 
nioo-fabbatb to remember this love i What fhall I 
render to thee for it ? A day of glad tidings t Thou 
haft often on fuch a day vifited the eank asA *ra«x~ 
ed it, and made it rich with thy foonitx*\ mvj ^1 
grace Mud ijpkh drop on us this day > Yikc vi\x\ o^"0c 
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Not worthy to ftand among thy fervants, and yet 
thou wouldft have me fit with my Redeemer ! Not 
worthy to lye at thy footflool, and yet thou wouldft 
make my heart thy throne 1 Not worthy to eat the 
bread of men, and yet thoa calleft me to eat the 
bread of angels? O love worthy to be remembred 
to ail generations! Lord, enlighten my eyes, and 
give me a clearer view, of thy love, than ever I got ; 
and while I am amufing on it, let the fire burn ; O 
make my heart burn within ma with love to him 
that loved us. 

O my fonl, confider the greatnefs.of Ghrift's love 
in the cup he drank for thee ! How legible is it in hit 
tefls and prayers, his groans and cries, his agony . 
and fweat, his wounds and blood, and all for us?. 
Clet this matchlefs love beget in melheivarmefi \\ 

love and afFecYion to him that loved us ? O. let 

the fire of Chrift's love burn up my lufts and world- E 
\y love like Rubble ; and remove the coldnefs of my ! 
heart to him ! Oh, that 1 could weep bitterly, that j 
I cannot bring this vile heart of mine to love the i . 
Lord Jefus more! Oh, fhall I throw away my affec- 1 ' 
tions upon every worthlefs object, and yet have none L 
for the love lied object of the whole creation of Gocf; *J 
and yet one that would needs die for me, to become : 
my ranlom, facrifice, and atonement! Is it the . 
character of thofe who are Ghrift's fpoufe ? Is it tl* j 
character of the whole army of martyrs, and of eve- I, 
ry believer, to love Chrifr, and mall not I love him ' 1 
too ? — Ob, the virgins love thee, the upright love 
. thee ; and every one of tlvem cry, tbou whom my #> 
s <tul iovcib ; And fhaW I uot y*\u t\wfe. Ocra&s. lovera ? ,. 
—-Or fJinU\l be expefed to tVe \w\V>\*fex» o\ \\«fc ^ 
ho n -ar:t Move to Ctmk* Cor. ■»•„ vx, }$ <wj 
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him ib adorations aod praifes, in defirmg bis pre* 
ice, loving bis members, promoting his kingdom 
earth, and longing to be with him forever* 

MEDITATION XXXI. 
From Ifa. liii. 5* 

E$ was vonndedfor our tranfertfienj* 4 

TOW amaatng is the love of God to fatten W3 
jL in taking a Twdy to be pierced and wounded 
htm ! man did caft off the image of his maker, 
i became a rebel and run-awy from God: And, 
sold, his maker takes on him man's image to re- « 
re him again to favour : Tea, he afibmes bur na- 
ey when at the loweU r *bat Co be might figh, groan, 
eve, weep, fbrrow, fweat, bleed ana die for m> f 
ie men ; and he did this; to raife him, from nu mi- 
abte (late* to a happier condition than he was in 
pre his £al L Had not God becanne man, we 
Ad not have enjoyed him fo nearly, ft faraUiary 
w* may do now* The enjoyment of God as a 
ecmer, a huflsand, a brother, M another man* 
: of enjoyment of him that of God as a creator. 
0? tyt ruin oodelves) and fell under wrath, yet 
d, jby the incarnation, has recovered us, and made 
»p. fep tb»ve all we biiyx lobfe. . Bait ere this be 
Wf ,he muft not only be man,, but he muff be 
uaded f»r and by man's fins ;. yeay wounded to 
itfa* and crucified*, befiwe men could be raifed up 
live with God, 

Many, yea innurDerable, were the wounds my 
d redeemer received for spe ; .as, by the {faro* 
t pricked hm beadlf by the ^ancJen iBwx '^smdiatsV 
hair, by tbt icourge tbat tote vA %atw*jA ^ 
/ Aefides the five tig norofe tsBiifc '^^ 
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hands and feet by tbe four nails, and in his lie 
the fpear ; and the many wounds given his lot 
the curfes of the law. Now, all thofe wound 
opened asfo many months to call us to flee unto 
for fafety from the fword of juftice.— Now 
wounds were unfpeakably painful, being enven 
by our fins. Crucifying, in itfelf, was an exce 
painful death ; the four big hails whereon the 
hung, pierced the mod (inewy and nervous pa 
the body, and confequently mod fenfible of 
And hence (he Romans exprefled torment by a 
borrowed from the crofs ; and make Cruciate ti 
to Torment. Thus was our innocent Saviour w< 
ed on the crofs, cruciate or tormented 'and all t< 
us from eternal torments. 

Aftonifhing fight 1 The eternal Sen cf Gdd, i 
all the angels worfhip. wounded to death, nun 
nails oh a crofs, tortured and racked for fc 
hours ; and, in the mean time laden with rep 
and fcorn from thofe he died for ! Never fuch a 
as this ! It (truck terror in the whole creation, 
fun hid his face, and could not behold it, the v 
the temple rent in twain, the earth quaked, the 
rent, the dead were moved, and their graves op( 
And even his enemies were (truck with amaze 
and made to (brink, and fay, Truly this was a 
teous ferfon; this was tbe Son of God* O mj 
employ all thy faculties, all thy thoughts, to i 
pore, and penetrate into this awful fubjeel:, it del 
the profoundeft regard and clofeft attention : I 
the great apoftle determined to ftudy and knoi 
thing but it. 

This amazing tragedy ought to create in m 

grcateft abhorrence of fuu t\\t cx\ife o£ \x. "^ 

can fin appear more exceeding fax^V *sA ^ 

than in the wounding und crucify"^ <A ^ 
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It Our tranfgreffionswere the nails and fpear 
: wounded his (acred body, and the fword that 
ced his foul. Thefe were the Judas 9 that betray- 
him, the foldiers that bound him, blindfolded and 
ked him, the Pilate that condemned him, the ex* 
t toners that nailed him to the curfed tree : It was 

fins that put the fword in his enemies hands, he 
ame a curfe for us* All the deriGon, mockery, 

contempt ; all the pain, fuffering and forrow he 
ured, did proceed from our (ins ; thefe brought him 
he crofs, and to the grave.' Let us then turn 

hatred, and difcharge our fierceft indignation a- 
ift our fin*, let them be our averfion and dread 
ever ; let me always look on (in that crucified 
ifl 9 with horror and trembling. Never fuch an 
mce of the Ariel nefs and fe verity of God s juflice, . 

his abhorrence of fin as here ! He would not 
e his dear Son, when he flood in the room of 
ers, not fpare him one (tripe or wound, when he 
d ; but let him bleed, and die, till fin was fully 
ted for! can I fee this and not cry, O curfed fin! 
derer of the Son of God ; away with it ; away 
l it ; crucify it, crucify it. 
)h my foul, fee the evil of fin in the glafs of 
ill's wounds, and fufferings in his body and foul ! 
?, O fin, what haft thou done ! Thou haft pro- 
ed the God of heaven to fiery indignation ! 
3U haft killed the prince of life, turned angels in- 
devils, filled the earth with troubles, and hell 
h precious fouls! If any body had killed my fa- 
r, would I embrace the murderer, or love the 
get that was befmeared with his blood ? But what 

all my relations to my Lord) my love tfcat *wa\ 
\cijied J O that my eyes were {outitaXvA c& \»«*> 

J might weep day and m&\\t fox ra^j to* ^w^ 

my Saviour I Ob, ttony heatt, £0? ftvaxw^*- 
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>me now like wax, and be melted in the. i 

iy bewcls! Woe's me, that 1 can grift* n 

or my fins. Let me at le.aft revenge my S 

leath upon my fins, and differ them ho lo 

live in me. 

How dreadful rimft the guilt of tbofe be n 
lingly harbour fin, and delight in the murder 
Lord ! It is no lefs than to kifs the 'nails, or 
the fpear that pierced him. They make thi 
joy which made Chrift a man of forrow! The 
light of that which* made his foal heavy unto 
Ob, hive 1 feen my Saviour bleeding to death 
and Iball I live any longer in fin that wound* 
"When a temptation to lin is prefentcd, mall 
difpute any more, whether Chrift or Bar abba 
• be preferred ? My lufts denied, or my Lord cru 
Whether tlefe fins (hall be ibrfaken by me, thi 
•Chrift to be ibrfaken of God ? Whether that 
fweet tome, that was fo. bitter and deadly t 
Oh, was my lovely Jefus a man of forrows 
life, and fometimes made to fay, My foul h 
ingfirrotvful ; and (hall not 1 be forry for. 
hor.thofe fins that cau&d all his forrows* . 

O may the believing view of Chrift's w 
fufferings, which he endured for my fins, w 
me from that wrath which they deferved ; 
fire of love in my foul to Chrift. — ■ Lor 
the God that wont anfwer thy people r 
pity me, and anfwer my meditations and 
kindling only fire of love in my hei 
that fire put out the impure fi f e of ray 1 
ruptions, and infpire me with holy zeal 
in thy fervice. O did Chrift freely give 
a fin- offering for me; and (hall not 1 
tbauk-ofkring to him ? Surely it is htg 
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1 1 (hould offer up myfelf a living facrifice to ray 
Jeemer, who offered op hirnfelf a dying facrifice 
my redemption. 

MEDITATION XXXII. 

From John vi. 51. 

m the living bread that came down from hea- 
ven: If any man eat of this bread, be shall 
five for ever, 

1 HRIST crucified is our Manna, or heavenly 
A bread that prefervc3 the life of the foul, and 
is only by faith it mud be received and eaten*— 
ead is a comprehensive word, including all things 
arffiry for this life ; fo Chrift, our fpiritnal bread) 
a moil comprehenfive bletfing, including all we 
nt, feeing be is made of God to us, wijdom, riglh- 
msnefs, fan&ification and redemption*— -Again, 
ead is the mod neceffary thiog for" our life, and 
1 want of it brings the greateft mifery ; fo Chrift 
:be moft neceffary blefii.ig to the foul, and the 
nt of him makes a man miferable in time, and 
•o* eternity. It is a greater mifery to have no 
viour for the foul, than to have no bread for the 
iy. Chrift alo.ie is the bread that preferves us 
>m foul-famine and nouriiheth us to eternal life ; 
is the bread of life, the living bread* Lordy give 

evermore this bread. 
Bread is called the ftaff and day of man's life ; 

Ciirtit is the ftaff and Hay of our fpiritual life, he 
•holds oar fouls in life. He is the ftaff that faint 
d weary fouls muft lean to, in going up thro' this 
Idernefs : Yea, Chrift, our living bread* is a ftaff 
defend us, and to beat off our enemies^ awl t» ^\jx 
I the hellifli hofts to %Yft» Tta&m* ^tew^ 
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dream of one of the Midianitcs, Judg. vii. 13. 
bold, a cake of barley bread came tumbling into 
Iloft q/*Midian, and J mole a tent. 'Strange ! a pi 
of bread to overturn a tent ! Behold this dream m 
good in the lacrament. The bread there which re] 
i'ents Chrift, when received with faith upon him, ' 
tumble into the Hod of Satan and his lufts, tt 
Midianites, who vex us with their wiles, ftrike dc 
their tents, and put them all to flight. 

Chrift is the bread that came down from hea\ 
of which the Ifraelites 1 Manna, that God fent m 
culoufly from heaven, was an eminent type, T 
manna was God's free gift to the murmuring 
rebellious Israelites, to preferve them from ftaY\ 
in the defarts, where bread could not be had : 1 
wanna was a curious grain, that made fine br< 
with which God furnifhed them plentifully ev 
morning from the cloisds, fufficient to fatisfy 6oo,< 
men. But Chrift, our fpiritunl manna, doth 
excel theirs,, tho' he was referobled by theirs in ft 
things. Manna was firll ground and beaten, 
baked in ovens before it was made bread to the 
and fo the grain which makes our ordinary bread n 
be threlhed, and ground betwixt two mill-ftones, 
baken by the force of fire, before we eat it : So Ch 
the antitype, was threfhed and bruifed, and groi 
betwixt the mill-ftones of divine juflice and our f 
and alfo roaftcd by the fire of wrath, that he mi 
be fit bread for faving the lives of our fouls ; and 
this we mould call to mind, when we fee and m 
ufe of the bread in the holy fupper. 

The Israelites' manna came down to them with 

dew ; fo Chritt, with the benefits of his purch; 

comes to us by the clews and influence of the h 
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fpirit.— Their manna fell round about their tents, 
and every man was free to gather it ; fo every man . 
is at freedom to gather our heavenly manna. ■ . ■ 
The Ifraelites behoved to go out cf their tents to 
gather theirs ; fo God will have us to go forth, and 
be at pains to get oar fpiritual food. God, who rain- 
ed manna about their tents, could have rained it into 
their mouths ; but he loves not to encourage floth in 
bis people, but would have, them at all pains to make 
fure of Chrift for their portion. As the Ifraelitcs ga- 
thered daily, fo we rnuft be daily going to Chrift, and 
making ufe of him. As they gathered early in the 
morning, fo God would have us feeking after Chrift in 
tbe morning our lives* 

O how far doth our heavenly manna excel that of 
the Israelites ! Theirs but fed the body, and could 
not preferve them from death at laft ; but our manna 
feeds the foul, and nourifties to eternal life, and 
preferves all that eat of it, from eternal death. 
Theirs fell not on the Sabbath-day ; nor durft they 
go to feek it on that. day; but ours falls. every day, 
&nd double on the Sabbath ; and therefore- God calls 
us to double our diligence, in gathering it on the 
Sabbath. — Their manna continued only in the wil- 
dernefs, and ceafed when they came to Canaan ; but 
ours continueth for ever, and our fulleft enjoyment of 
it is in heave* ily Canaan; and therefore all true IV- 
raelites long to be there. 

O how lamentable is their folly, who fpend all 
their time and thoughts in feeking bread to their 
bodies, and are carelefs and indifferent about the 
bread of life to their fouls ! All their care is to fuo.- 
port tbe chy houfe, but \et t\\e fow\ ^wst ^fioax *>»•*- 
habits it. Oh, it is but a Ihort laratt tt«N «=* «^ 
the bread they are fo concemeA Sot -,\\\*\*&^^ 
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mind fo much) mud Toon be meet for worms, and I 
the fouls they ntglelt a prey for devils ! 

But, whatever others do, may I be wife to provide . 
the living bread for my foul, and learn to eat it, 
and make ufe of it by faith, and efpecially when 1 
go to the Lord's table ; for without faith we can 
get no nourishment, no life, nor ftrtisgth from this 
heavenly bread : Faith is the mouth that eats the 
bread of life, and fucks honey out of the rock. 
Now, the fpirit of Ged calls faith or believing, an 
eating, becaufe by it we tafte the f « eetnefs and ex- 
cellency of Chrift, and have great fatisfacYion in par* 
taking of Chrift and his benefits. As by eating, our J 
bodies increafe in ftrength and Mature ; fo by be- 
lieving our fouls grow in grace and fpiritual ftrength, < 
to run in God's ways.— As by eating, the bread 
incorporates and becomes one with us ; fo by our re- 
ceiving and applying Chrift's broken body by faith, 
he is made one with us, and we one with him. 
.As by eating bread men live upon it, and get fup- 
port and ftrength for working or journeying ; lb be- 
lievers by looking to, and trufling wholly in the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift and the merit of his bloody 
they feed and receive fpiritual nourifhroent, and 
ftrength for their work and warfare, and fo make pro* 
grefs in their journey to Canaan* 

O that I had a fpiritual hunger and (harp appetite 

for this bread of life, and were defiring and longing 

for it, for the fupport and nourishment of my foul, 

more than a hungry man doth for bread to his b:>dy. 

A hungry man perifhing for want of bread, would 

prefer a pit ce of bread before many bags of gold, if 

both were ftt before hinj, and l\e allowed te make 

his choice ; fo the awakened fo\A, ttax tee* V\* wt*A 

of Chrift, prefers him to a wWVe >ko\\&\ %\\*^ 

Wwr fo much of the world's cow&**»* v * %>a ^ 
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isfied without Chrift, and fays, what will all 
tilings avnil me, if my ftarving foul perifh 
>ut (thrift the bread of life ? 
save many arguments to plead with God for this 
I ; Lord do not thy free calls and promifcs 
thee to give me it ! Thou haft faid, The needy 
not be forgotten — Is not Chrift, the bread from 
:n, the free gift of Ged to perifhing fouls ? And 
:hou not invite thofe to come and eat of it that 
no money or price to give for it ?— Lord, thou 
compaHion upon the bodies of men when they 
10 bread to eat, and didft provide bread for 
of them by a miracle ; and haft thou not as 
compailion to ftarving fouls that are far more 
ws ? Lord, thou giveft natural affections 
irtbly parents, and makes them pitiful to their 
en, when they cry for bread, fo that they 
t (hut up their their bowels againft them when 
y, nor will they give them a, ftone inftead of 
: And will my heavenly father, who is infi- 
more companionate than the moft tender pa- 
re fufe the bread of life to ftarving fouls who 
irneftly for it ? Lord, I truft in thy mercy, and 
& on thy promife, 1 believe thou wilt not let 
• hungry beggar ftarve and fall down at thy 
when there is bread enough in thy houfe, and 
re. O caufe me to ling with the Pialmift, Pfal. 
. But I have trufted in tby mercy, my heart 
'ejoice in tby Jalvation* 

O 2 



' tS6 • Tie marriage ietv 

of wortorf iml fitting 10 leave ifc and leap from v. 
and cKt*e to a covenant of grace, and a borrows 
rigbteotrfbefs fur all the g! ound of pur hope—- 
a. lb WQ*M have you humbled and giieved for yos 
long fligbtmg his kind offers by your unbelief, an 
for YoOTpftSfelmijS Sa'an's drudgery to his fervice.— 
3. Gifcap with all other lovers, and thsle th* 
would (frril it with Clirift, filch as fin, the worlJ 
or the ta# ; islf-iighteoufiiefs mnll be renounced am 
parted »itbj you mull break league with all Chrifi' 

enemies. 4. Accept of Jefus Cbrill as your mil 

band, recei»e him in all his offices, reft and depti* 
on him alone for lighteoufnefi, (Irengtfc and falvi 
tioo . ' n j i Give away yourfrlvc-, foul and body ti 
Chrift, reign yot.r will to his will, and rurwi.de 

all yon have to hit dtnWraL- (. gefolve and «M 

in Ghrift'i itrength, to. crucify fin, and walk «fl 
him in all the ways of new obedience. — - —7. Eft 
gage to be true and faithful to your huiband, ant 
never to retract.— 8. Keep up the remembrance 
your huibiiid's coming at the lad day to folemnhn 
the marriage, and take yon home to himfelf, a* 
be always in readinefs to go forth to meet hhi 
The bridegroom ia ready long fierce, and will fbdi 
rend there clouds to meet yon i:t the air, and fend hi 
angels to bring you up to him ; Tbertfore be yc alj 
rtady. 

Owhy doth he delay his coming? What (tops tb 

whjeels of his chariot ? Surely it is not became hi 

is unready, but becaufe you are not ready. All th 

elect are not yet brought hi to him, and be is dem 

raided sot to want, one of them. O then be provid 

ing for the marriage day aft ffofR* fatwKBtts robe: 

jewels, rings and omavmewts, t^tn&^Mttavt * 

'Girifi and yog take op haute toi«.\«t "*» \*» 

JBe on- to go to Chrift Gut wesy 1 ** ot W* *■ 
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»me and Wa /jf„ b 2. ut the , f l io ! b,d you h» 
bfo »gh «H „ " c ?"«>g »iil th e ,l y , e * of 't. O 
g «, and ret? *" a 4 aJ ° near ChS 
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opened in the fide of the ark, and mercy's band is ; 
forth to take in (helterlefs doves who come to it* N 
is the time to beftir yourfelf, to come into the 
without delay, and fo prevent your perifhing in 
flood for ever. 

3. What mail I do to get into the ark, to *wi 
crucified Jefus ? 

A. \. Be like Noab's dove which he fent foi 
fee that you find no reft for the fole of your £ 
any where elfe ; turn your back upon all other 1 
of men's devifing, they are all infufficient to fave 1 
from the flood : Make not an ark of the abfol 
mercy of God out of Chrift, feeing he declares a c 
cified Jefus to be the only channel of his mercy. Mi 
not an ark of church-privileges, as your good educ 
on, admifiion to fealing oidinances, &c> for the 4 
did not fave Sbilob, nor the altar's boms fave 3fa 
nor the temple fave Jerusalem. — Make not an \ 
of your gifts, knowledge, prayers, duties, moral ] 
nefty, or felf-righteoufnefs, for the flood when 
comes, will dafh all thefc in pieces. Suppofe thofe 
the eld world had built other fiiips as like the ark 
poflible, or l-;ui fled to high towers of their own a 
triving, the deluge would have deftroyed them a 
there was no fafety for them but in Noab's ark aloj 
So whatever arks vou devife to fave you from wra 
if a crucified Chrift, the ark of God's building, 
flighted, the flood will fweep away all your own ar 
as the refuge of lies, Tfa. xxviii. 17. 

idly % Labour to be thoroughly convinced of yc 
mifery while out of the ark ; and, in a deep fenfe 
your neceflity of getting into it. brisk prefect ly 
*'fr nil the bars and hindrance* v.Y\Oi\\\v£ ta\\V ca 
in }r>nrv;:.y to flop your swtv\ \w\<> \.\v£ ^\V N >s 
W/e/; /inA>l ple*fuyes, wVXV? wv \\*\»w 
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our hopes, carnal company, diverfion9, &?<?. break 
refolutely through all thefe to the ark, as David's 
three mighty men brake through the hoft of the Pbi~ 
liflines to the well of Bethlehem; furely your argu- 
ments for doing it are far (tronger than theirs. 

3 dly, 'Approve heartily the whole contrivance of 
God's ark in all its rooms and (lories : Approve Chrift 
crucified in his perfon, natures, offices and relations, 
in his ftates of humiliation and exaltation: Accept of * 
bim in th&n all, fubferibe to the whole new covenant 
fcheme* as a devife worthy of God and of infinite 
wifdom ; confent to the great end and defign of it, 
namely 1 that self be debafed, and free grace eternal- 
ly magnified. 

4tbly, Be frequently efiaying faith's flight unto 
the ark, and to the window in the fide of it ; make 
earned mints, like Noah's reftlefs dove, to get in ; 
fay oft like Davidy Pfal. lv. 6.' that I bad wings 
like a dove, for then would I fly away and be at reft. 
I would haften my efcape from the flood, and lodge 
sny foul this minute in one of the rooms of the ark. 
Believing is a work you fhould be often eflaying, and 
tho' you § cannot believe with faring faith, yet believe 
as you can, looking to God for more firength. You 
cannot pray, praife, or fanc\ify the fkbbath aright, 
yet you aim at thefe duties as you can ; fo in like 
manner make honeft mints as believing and flying to 
Chrift ; and aim in his firength to apply his blood, 
every man to his own foul in particular, by an appro- 
priating faith (correfponding to the free gofpel offer) 
and taking home the remedy as his own ; depending 
ftill upon the fpirit's grace, who will not fail thofe who 
truft in him, but affift them in maVvu^ W\^^^ v 
two. 
$tbly 9 Be willing to part with every ^^% ^ 
would compete with God's ark, \\o;we>je.x v^ 1 
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is orjrnrfcieirtu^a^tlieiwto 
h|tl? ^fi I the traitor ? Witt I betray suy *•* 
CotfandSvioiir? Ah ! ever/ out elWbfrtf wittitf 
i& trtifcmte beam t* Jefot Ghrift; **d hav* mk'i 
foil to fiifprft oorferves irtteyfi, Mtf tidtae*fes\p;j 
we hate many enemies of 1 OMS lodge* fe etsr Mr 
finis, fad* at **btX*ef, tjptrtfyifrti*, a****** imtf f 
ambition, vnrUBmp, aflrifi* «* * <■ ' frff* 
God, baek+arintfi to ivrfi ftc. by vMBefcW 

betrayed Jefuaf Ghrfft— And gM tie tHMfrfca < 
ftarchiflg tbemfelves w*f« t&ceMug smiritfbi 

ought we before we partake: And good itflfim 

we for it} when we refieffc ifpotfoor rUmte* guilt aa# 
treacherous dealing with Gotf, and when W eoorfider 
the preftnt ctecehfriiiefs, and defperate wfckedntfir 
of our heart* tod tiratt they are as ready ta betray .; 
Chrift as ever; yea, that there is : hvpccrhy add ? 
treachery in otrr hearts sgairift Gbrift which ^ebivtf 
not yet dircotered. Uppn; aH which accounts, «tf 
have-ground wiih the atfeipfes to be exceeding itr- 
rowfkl. 

Now is the time, O communicants,' to fearch and 
examine yourfelves, and to be exceeding forrowful for 
the many traite routs woind* you hate given Chrift, 
by bieaking both tables of the law, and tYtty 
command thereof; by finning againft light and 
continence, againft mercies and judgments, warn* 
iags and reproofs, confeffion* and prayers* By un> 
thankfulnefs for redeeming love, ntgfc&ing gofpel- 
offers, not loving and reding upon a crucified Jefus, 
not accounting all things lofs and dung for him! 
not delighting in attending his ordinances, and in 
lemembring his love in the holy fuppcr— — O how 
treacherous have your hearts been to Chrift i How 
b/ond-thvfty have your f\tvs Y>ew iqD>\c& V£vwv % v& 
preiEng him down m the $atto&,«* iAtft&%Y»m*> 
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the corfed tree ! How are you able to look to Getb- 
femane or Gslgotba, with unconcerned hearts or dry 
eyes ! Were not your fins the principal aftors in that 
horrid tragedy ? Thofe, to b* fure, were the trai- 
tors, which by the hands of Judas, delivered up Je. 
fus to be crucified : What were Pilate, the Jews or 
Romans, but jhe executioners of your fins ? Who 
put the fword in juft ice's hands ? Who raifed the 
terapeft of wrath againft your furety ? Oh ! it was 
your (ins. Blame none fo much as them ; they were 
the Judas that betrayed him, the Herod that mocked 
him, the Pilate that condemned him, and the Soldier 
that pierced him ; will you not then be exceeding fir- 
roivful for your traiterous hearts and bloody tins ? 
could they ever been guilty of a more hoi rid crime 
than murdering the Lord of glory ? O mail the rocks 
about Jcrufalem rend afunder, the earth tremble and 
(hake, the fun veil its face, and the whole heavens 
put on a mourning habit, when Chrift fuffered for 
your fins ? And (hall you the criminals, who deferv- 
ed all this punifhment T ft and unaflfe&.d ? O what 
ftupid hearts muft you have, if they do net mourn 
for your fins which brought on fuch agenies upon the 
Son of God, before they could be expiated. Had 
you in your paffion given a deadly wound to any 
poor innocent man, vour hearts would Vavc bled 
for it all your days ; and will not your hearts much 
more relent for flaughtering the innocent Lamb oi 
God I One that never wrongtd you, but was alwajs 
interpoQug for you, and doing you good ! 

Ke member what Davtd faid to the LorJ, when l.e 
fiw the pepple dellroyed for his fin, 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. 
L), I Save finned and done wickedly 5 but as fa 
tbt 
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ates of your fault to this king ! Wfaeie it tat ^ 
irthly king that kaocked at yotir door you 
open and receive him, yea* count it a groat 
r that you had fuch a penbn in your bode I 
it are clay kings to tbe King of glory t 9t 
ince of the kings of tbe earth f To our § 
manueU tbe glorious Plant of Rcuowth ™* 
cad of the elecl world ? Who then would not 
e gates wide open to fuch a glorious King ?— A 
t is tbe everlafting Father, and the father of 
ever*, that (lands and knocks ! A father full of 
hat follows after his prodigal children, and inti 
them to return to him ! And will not a child open 
door to his father ? Can you find in yeur heart 
keep your companionate father (landing at your doof 
— Nay, further, it is your bujband that knocks, il 
ing hufband, that bath differed much for your canfe 
And will not an affectionate fpoufe open and let inter] 
hu (band?— Moreover it is your Fhyfician that knocks? 
who brings healing medicinces for all your difeafes,lf 
which he hath cured many thoufands before now ! * 
will not a tick and dying man let in fuch a phyficitf 
Opep, O (inner, why will you die ? 

3. Contider CbrtJTs patience and long-fufFeriof 
your door, he doth not knock and then go awv 
one indifferent whether you open' or not ; no 
knocks and (lands dill ; he (lands and knocks if 
and that after many repulfes ! No beggar wa 
an .'Ims would (land lb leng at our doori, as ' 
(lands at a beggar's door, not feeking to take 
him, but wanting te give unto him.— O won 
his gcodneia and long patience I Behold ii 
hath a throne of glory to fit op, and ten tl 
times tea thoufand to Ykw Vifcfo\e Uirn, is ■ 
O fianer, to fund at ihy <W\\ sa^tW 
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tbou doft lye in the bofom of thy lufts.— He (lands 
without} while his enemies are let in and allowed 
to poffefs the bed feats! He ftands at the door 
while Satan is let in and gets the eafy chair ! O 
wonderful patience ! That Chrift after fo many af- 
fronts and repuKes, and after feeing enemies prefered 
before him* ihould continue to (land at your door 
and knock 1 But, O (inner, do not try his patience 
too much, nor provoke him too long ; for, obferve 
the text, he now ftands, he is on his feet ready to 
go away ; the knock will be given that will prove the 
laft, and thou knoweft not but the preient knock 
may fee ft, do not then delay to open one moment 
longer. 

IV. Confider Cbrifi's earncfl defire to be let into 
your heart, he not only (lands at the door, but he 
knocks; yea, knocks loud and knocks often, to 
convince you of his earneftnefs. Many a loud knock 
doth he give, by his calls and invitations in his 
word, Come unto me y of en unto me, look unto me* 
Many a knock gives he by his promises to you, I 
will come in, I will fup with you, I will eafe you, 
heal you, enlighten you, manifeft myfelf to you, fcfc. 
* — Many a knock gives he by his tbreatnings 
of wrath and vengeance againft thofe who (hut their 
doors againft him. Many a knock gives he by your own 
conscience, and by his own spirit raifing convictions, 
inclinations, dc fires and purpofes within your heart 
to bring you to a Saviour. ■ And maay a rap and 
knock doth he give at your door on facrament 00 
cadons. Then it is he knocks aloud with his nailed 
hands and pierced feet, and ftands at your door 
with his wounds ©pen, his blood ftreaimlvx^ toA \\\& 
garments dyed with blood. And a\Y \ft\s \.o VYv^ V\* 
earneftnefs to be let into your Vvt^Tt^— 0\fcvi ^i» 
to Chrift, O Gnner, while he is kciocVfa^ \* ' 5Sa » 
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he will not knock always, this may poffibly be 
day of the fpirit's knocks and ftrivinga ivitli t 
that if you refufe to open at this prefent koocl 
may llrike you dead and fenfelefs all your life, 
feal on the door that it fliall never open ; yoi 
hear miniliers knock after this, but never 
God's fpirit knock again; and Wo -unto you 

depart from you Remember, Oman, fori 

ny knocks as God gives at your door, he keeps 
aft account of them all, and will reckon tbeiu ; 
to you at the judgment- feat. And can you th! 
will open heaven to you then, who will not opei 
liesrt to him now 1 No, no ; his ear will be a 
to you knoifter, u your* if to him now. -Ret 
befie»etb« terrible word, Prov.'t. 24. fcfe. . 

ADVICE IIL 

. , From Rev. iii. 20. 

If any man bear, my voice, and open the a 
viii 'come in and sup with bim. 

GREAT and . precious are the promifea 
Ghrifl makes to then who hearken to hi 
in the goipel-ofi'ers, and open their hearts to > 
him, as offered to them in all his offices; I wil 
in, and bring all the benefits af my purchase * 
to entertain and fealt that foul, ttven pardon, 
light, life, grace and glory. 

1. Obferve, the duty called for, is to bear t 

voice, Vtd'ope* the door to him, that is, to 

and embrace his tree gofpel-offers, and heat 

tcqniefce in the gofpeUnetnod t£ a, tinner's 

ciiiathn and juftificatUm, tW ** T^s$»*«c 

«"-. glorious Immanuel) AoA-iflO™^ ■* 
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fubmit to him as our Prophet, Fried and King. W, 
is the preaching of the gofpel, but Chrift's charmi 

voice calling loft (inners home to himfelf ? 

What is it, but Chrift's following them with invit 
tions and intreaties to come to him and live ? Th 
is Chrift's voice which he would have finneis to hea, 
come and live ; tho' they generally refufe to do it 
Oh, what condemned malefactor would refufe to hea 
the voice of his Sovereign offering him his life, at 
condemned finners do ? J$bn v. 40. Te will not come 
to me that ye might have life* Yet behold, after 
many refufals, be follows his offers with arguments, 
ftrong arguments to prevail with (inners, and after 
the greateft obftinacy, he is loath to break off his 
treaty with them, Rof. xi. S.HovtJball I give thee 
vf,Efbraimi Why vtill yc die t What reafon can 
you give^/or refufittg life, or for cbufing deatb ? 

II. Obferve, who it is that Chrift calls to bear bis 
voice, and of en their doors to bim $ it is not this or 
that man only, or any particular fort of men ; it is 
any man, every man that (its under the gofpel. If 
any man, will bear my voice, and of en tbe door, faith 
Chrift, I vtill come in* If any man will of en, be he 
old man or young man, 1 vtill come in. If the great- 
eft fmner, the raoft crimfon coloured (inner will 
open, I will come in. Any man ; if the fwearer 
will open, if the Sabbath-breaker, if the murderer, 
if the drunkard, if the unclean, if the thief, if the 
cheat, if the liar, if the mocker, if the prayerlefs 
roan, if the man that hates God and godlinefs, will 
>pen to me, I will come in and fuf vtitb bim* O 
vhat encouragement doth this word, If any man^ 
ive to every finner to fly to QvnSt\ «. ««<j , w«v> 
boever he be, whatever he YraxYv irofci'SS. V»^ 
iconic me, receive me in the %p&gc\ dRes*A^* 
e in to him. 



172 Christ wiling to come in 

III. Obferve, Chrift requires Turners to open the 
door that he may come in to teach them ; however 
unable they be, this is their duty, they mufl mint, 
and ufc all means to do h, and look up to him for 
flrenfcth. He will have the tinner's confnnt, and 
the foul raade willing to receive him. O then caft 
open the door, open it wide, receive Chrtft wholly, 
receive him without reTerve, open before him the 
two leaved gtrtei, not the wicket, or one leaf only, 
but both leaves of the door. Let Chrilt hare the 
full and flee confent of the foul and abundant en- 
trance into it. There are fome refolving to open the 
door to Chrift, others perhaps are beginning, to open 
it, U let them not halt in doing. With forae the 
dotw is half open, and there they flop. They are 
almaft, but not altogether chrlftians. O almofl cbri- 
Jllftn, why do you halt i Why would yon lofe all the 
pains you have been at ? A little more would caft 
the door wide open, and make you an altogether 
Cbrifiia*. Ga then a little further, O Tinner, to 
fave your foul. Open to Chrift all the powers and 
faculties of your foul. Open to him fully here, at 
you would bare him to open freely to you hereafter. 
Oh, what mean yon to open to Chrift only by halves? 
Alas, the half open door will be ready to go to 
again, and if fo, rt may never open for die future. 
Let it be your concern then to go a little further 
than the almofi Cbriftitn, and. reft Dot in fair be- 
ginnings, 

IV* Obferv e, bow great die advantage is of open- 
ing the door to Chrift;' Why ? I will come in to the 
houle, faith he, even the friend of tinners, the King 
of glory will come in, the belt guefl that ever came 
in eo a poor man's houle*. He™ ^owm-id*, Wk 

proStable, how happy and WfcSfcl -»ro\ **»& *■*&•. 

■? -'- Q^ For what «ni «& Q^ ««*«* 
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A» He will come in to enlighten the houfe ; for the 
foul is a dark dungeon while Chrift is fliut out : He 
will come in to adorn and enrich the foul with the 
ornaments and treafures of his grace : He will come 
in to reign in the foul, and pull down the tyrant that 
hath long oppreft you : as in the text, he will come 
in and fup with you, and caufe you to fup with him : 
And becaufe you have no fitting provifion in the 
houfe, he will bring it with him. And O how rare 
are Ch rift's dainties, his hidden manna, the fruits of 
the tree of life, the grapes of Canaan, the bread 
that comes down from heaven ! How excellent is 
the water of life ? One drop of it would be an ever- 
lafting fpring in thy foul, that would keep thee from 
thirfting after the creature any more. What a rich 
feaft are the graces of the fpirit quickened to a lively 
exercife ! What a bleft feaft is pardon of fin, peace 
with . juftice, peace with the law, an intereft in 
Chrift's purchafe, intimations «f Chrift's love, goi- 
pel-promifes applied, communion with God, views 
of eternal life, well grounded hope ef immortal 
£lory ! &c. O how precious and delicate are thefe 
goipel-rarities which are fet before you on the com- 
munion table, and freely tendered to every one that 
opens the door to Chrift ! Who would not welcome 
Inch a gueft that brings fuch a glorious provifion with 
liim ? Had pcor finners fpiritual appetites fharpened 
for Chrift's feaft, there would not be fo many (tout 
doors againft him* 

V, Cbferve, how folemnly Chrift offers thefe gofpel 
Ijltfllrgs to you, with a heboid I fland* &c. Chriil 
takes witneffes upon it, witneffes a^a\\&. >3m. t*S»- 
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bear witnefs for me and againft them 1 Behold ye 
fellow communicants and hearers, bear whnefi one 
againft another, that I knocked, I called, I knocked 
loud, I knocked long, but ye kept your doors bolted 
againft me— —It is a melancholy thought for thole 
who are minifters to entertain, that they will one , 
day be brought In as witneffei againft thofc who fliut ; 
out their Saviour ; but when called, they mart wit* 
nef? againft fuch, tho v never fo dear to them now, thai 
Chrift called, but they refufed ; he made kiod and 
large offers, but they regarded them not. O then 
let every foul fet about fweeping and waiting all the 
rooms, and caft open all the doors, as wide as they 
can, to the King of glory, and receive him with ac- 
clamation and praife. Take the crown off the head 
oifelf, and put it on the head of Chrift, afcribing all 
the glory of your falvation to him, and nothing to 
free will, or your own doings. 

ADVICE IV. 

From Prov. ix. 5. 

Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine, &c. 

CHRIST is the Wisdom of God, who hath made 
rich provifion for entertaining his people, and 
hath fet it before them in the ordinance of the Lord's 
fupper ; even Cbrift crucified, with all the fruits of his 
purchafe. His fiejb is meat indeed, and bis blood 
drink indeed* The fruits we feaft upon are pardon 
and peace, right eoufnefs and grace, the ajfurance 
of God's love, theconfolation ofbisfpiriS, tbe pro* 
mJ/es of tbe gojfel, and all the earnefts and pledges 
of eternal life, lb this feaft ftatNuv^WU w. invited, 
to feed by faith upon thofe nTO^votv^C^^X^jOcL^-'b. 
tared for them, applying tYvetn \a toea&tatt* *aA 
iking the comfort of thenw 
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Bread and Wine are chofen as fit rcfemblances of 
his fpiritual feaft. As bread and wine ferve to pre- 
ferve eur natural life, and to firengthen and cheer 
us when weak or fainting 1 fo Chrift crucified, appre- 
hended by faith, preferves our fpiritual life, and 
procures eternal life, ftrengtbens weak believers, aud 
cheers drooping fouh^-As bread and wine incorpo- 
rate with our bodies ; fo Chrift by his fpitit dwells 
in us, and we by faith and love dwell in him.— As 
bread and wine fatisfies our hunger and thirft ; fo 
thofe, who by faith lay hold and partake of Chrift's 
flefh and blood, fhall no more hanger or third after 
earthly things,— Bread is the moft neceffary thing 
in the world, hence called the Jiaff of 'bread, it up- 
holds our lives ; fo Chrift is the mercy of mercies, 
the moir uferul and neceffary blefling to preferve our 
ftarving fouls.— Chrift is the Jiaff of bread indeed 
to believjng communicants, a ftaff that fupports you, 
a ftaff that defends you, a ft oft that will beat oft* all 
your enemies : If you take hold of this ftaff by faith, 
it will rout and put all your foes to flight. There is 
no bread like this ! I am the bread of life, faith 
Chrift. 

We read, Judges yii. 13. of a dream of one of the 
Midianitijh boft, he dreamed, when Gideon was com- 
ing upon them, that a cake of barley bread came 
tumbling into the hoft of Midian, and fmote . a tent, 
that it fell to the ground. Strange ! a piece of 
bread overturn a tent ! Behold the interpretation of 
that dream, in the holy facraraent ! Here a piece of 
bread, if eaten by faith, that will invade the Midia- 
nitijh boji of the devil, and the lufte N of the flefh, 
Jlrike down all their tents, ax\d ^vix x\vfcm \a $v^V* 
Come then, eat of this bread beA\t,N\T\^j ^ ^^ 
faith's view oC Chrift's body tt^eux^ >wj * xX -\ 
Bruited and broken by your Rat \ *>s^ n*^ ^** 



iy6 Our heavenly manna I, 

their power, and turn your heart againft them, and .* 
make you refolve that thofe enemies of Chrift &aH ^ 
not live in your foul. If the fight of Cafar*s bloody ' 
robe incenfed the "Romans againft the murderers, wbo l 
flew him ; much more a fight of Chrift's wounds and <i 
bruifes in the facrament, mould excite you to hate j 1 
and kill fin, and revenge Chrift's death upon thb i 1 
cruel murderer. ' | 

Again, would you have flrength for your wildeiw ( : 
nefs journey, and for the temptations and trials *.j 
you meet with, before you have cccafion of another '1 
facrament ? Come eat cf this bread that ftrengtbneth \\ 
the hearts of men. — Here is food mere fubftantial, * | 
durable and nourifiung, than Elijah's cake baken on ; 
the coals, and his crufe of water provided for him 
by the angel ; and vet it is laid, he vent in the 
Jtrengtb of that meat 40 days and 40 nights, until 
he came to Horeb the mount of God, 1 Kings xix. 7» 
8. There we find Elijah twice wakened by the angel, 
that he might take a double meal, Arife and eat, for 
thy journey is long : So Gv,d may be faying to thee, 
O chriftian traveller, arife and eat, awake O faith, 
awake O fpiritual appetite, thy journey may be long, 
take a good meal, yon know not what hills yo« 
have to climb, what winds and dorms may blow in 
thy face, before another oc cation of this Tort : Sa- 
tan's ftenn may blow, and death's ftcrm may blow, 
to that you may not ite another table lil-e this, till 
you come to the mount of God above. — This :s the 
fame bread the olorified faints do feed en i-.i heaven. 
Qh rift i« the inanna that came down from heaven to 
m;}<,J~erif):ing foil's, I hs I fr a elites manr.a wa3 a 
ofetemChri?.) and hence cvi\Vt& Sfiruua\ bv«a^ 
to feed by. , 

pared for vj v, -j- freciyE"*^ '- >-«™ , - v „. kXlt 
xkiag the co-., U:! j •'■• ' — - w>a * AX " " . 
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-at freedom to gather it, and there was enough for 
the whole camp ; fo Chrift is God's free gift, and in 
him is a fulnefs of grace for the whole believing 
-world, and every gofpel hearer is free to gather it, 
tbo' indeed the morning of our lives is the moft pro- 
per gathering time. There was a memorial of this 
manna.preferved in the ark ; fo is there of Chrift in 
the Lord's fnpper, as the food of our fouls.— Manna 
'was ground in a mill, or beaten in a morter, and 
taken hi an oven, before it was fit for food ; fo 
Chrift was bruifed and ground by his fufFerings, and 
icorched in the fiery oven of his father's wrath that 
lie might become a fit Saviour, and fit food for our 
ibuls. 

But Chrift crucified infinitely excels the Israelites 
manna : Theirs was peculiar to themfelves ; but Chrift 
is free to both Jews and Gentiles ; Theirs ceafed when 
they came to Canaan £ but ours continues for ever, and 
is enjoyed moft fully in the Canaan above : Theirs on* 
ly preferved a natural life ; but ours gives a fpiritual 
a and eternal life*— >0 come then, eat of his heavenly 
■ bread, when fet before yon in, plenty, with hunger 
and defire, bieffing God for it, faying, Lord ever- 
more give us this bread : Come with fpiritual appe- 
tites and purified hearts* The Ifraelites manna was 
hid up in the ark, and kept in a pure golden pot, to 
teach you to cleanfe your hearts from your fin and cor- 
. ruption, that they may be fit to lodge Jefus Chrift 
our heavenly manna. I* the veiTels which contain 
the facrasnental bread, were foul or polluted, you 
would cenfure it as moft indecent ; but much more 
unbecoming is it, to receive Chrift into a foul heart. 
Come to this table with humUvVf, vA "fc. tes^ 
fenfe of your ill de/ervings, acknowW^vcv^ ^oax x^ 
lead crumb of this bread will be agrett taexc>j xa^a^ 
m unworthy creature I Truth* Lord, I am a do^T™ 1 
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and polluted, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from the childrens table! May I plead for a ■ 
crumb for thy free mercies fake— Oh, I am unwor* ] 
thy of the common bread that is fet upon my own ; 
table, much more of the heavenly bread that is fet . j 
upon thine ! inftead of bread thou mayeft give me t . 
Hone ; inftead of a fmile, a' frown ; inftead of the. . 
cup of the nejv teftament, thou mayft put t cup : 
of wrath and trembling in my hand : But tby free { 
grace, and large oners, encourage me to wait and 
hope, that the needy Jbdll not be forgotten, and tb$ 
expectation of the poor Jhall not ferijb. 

Come with a lively faith to receive and eat, not j 
only of the bread of life, but alfo to receive the j 
bread, the Lord, your Immanuel in perfon, andj 
make ufe of him in all his offices.— .Gome eat with ( 
love and thankfulnefs, to him that was willing to j 
be beaten, bruifed, ground and fcorched, that be ! 
might be bread far nourifhing of ftarving fouls, re- 1 
ceive this bread of heaven thankfully as a dlftinguifli- ", 
ing blefling, which is not granted to all indifferently ; 
for as God rained down manna from heaven upon 
the Jfraelttes ; fo he rained down fire and brim- . 
(lone on Sodom and Gomorrah* 

ADVICE V. 

From Gen. xlv. 4. 
— Come near to me y I am Jofeph your brother ^ 

whom you soldi* — 

JOSEPH was an eminent type of Chrift ; tho* he 
was hazed, fold, and crutWyufe&bv his brethren; 
jet he ftill loved them, forgave \\wc^ *x&\i\\ ts«^ 

himfeHfor their prefervatioti *wi V«o^««^ "VtaJ 

Chrinbe Lord of heaven *«& ew\V, ^ ^^* 
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raob's mighty army purfuing, and dole at their 
heels, the; are in a great (trait what courfe to 
take ; they think certainly tbejr muft turn cither 
to the right or left hand to make their efcape from 
Tbaraob ; No, faith God, fpeak to them to go fiili 
forward, as flraight towards the fea, at if they law 
a fleet of tranfport (hips there waiting to take them 
in. O might they think, " This is a hard com- 
" mand, gi forward, when we lee nothing hot the 
" deep devouring Tea before uaj as good go back to 
" the Egyptian!, or Hand Hill until they come up 
" and put ut to the fword, as to go forward unto Die 
" fea and be drowned ! Will the deep fea have any 
" more mercy on us, than the cruel Egyptian! ?"— 
But, faith the Lord) make no oBjeclious, aflc no quef. 
tious, let the people go forward, obey my command, 
and trull me with their lives. 

Obferve here. O timorous communicant, O doubt- 
ing believer, when you are in fears and (traits with 
re i peel to the management or fuccefs of your duty, 
you are to let yourfelm to obey God's command, 
go forward in the ufc of means, with a fincere heart, 
and leave the event to Gad. You may pofEbly, 
at this time,' be brought to the (Iraitning cafe of 
the children of Ifraei, when at the brink of the 
Red- tea, and their heart* in great perplexity, ready 
to fink within them for fear. Some may be faying 
within themfelves, how (hall fuch a vile, black un- 
worthy creature go forward to theRed-feaof Ch rift's 
blood, who hive both fpilt it and defpifed it 1 How 
(hall 1, after all, venture to g» forward, to wafh or 
bathe my unclean feul in it i Well, it is God's plain 
command to you to go forward to it, however he a- 
vy laden you map be withguiAv &a 1 "lol&Vwv- *3>- 
Uat. xi. 2S. Jci* i. iq. wtawu nit wofc.N&'WS*- 
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ft obeyed bit command* fevego^ fphtid ttf 

* Red-fea, and t been wafted in it, fee- 1 Cor?yt* 9, 

>) ii» yea, we read, A&s n# 36, of three' thoufr 

id of theft wno a&ualty embroed thejr band* in 

lis blood,* who were warned oy it How won- 

erful b its virtue I It n'able to take awajf tte fins 

>f a wbole world, and much more (be fins of a 

few ; therefore do not, tinner, rebel ftgtioii God's 

command any longer; 

Again, confider what b God's fpecial command * 
to thee at this title, namely, <fo this in remm* 
branc* of me 1 his precept, is plain and esprefs to 
keep up the metaWy of his lore to loft men* tan 
yon think to look on his* face with comfort at the 
laft day, if you have no pfeafarc to remember him 
now: Surely his pretence will be terrible then to 
thofe, to whom bis memory, is not delightful now. 
But you may have (Ira its and difficulties about this 
duty. O, faith one," My (trait is great, I know 
" not whtft to do ; whether to (lay back from 
u God's holy table, or go forward: If I ftay back, 
*' 1 difobey my dying Saviour's command, to (hew 
*• forth his. death in this manner : If I go forv/art 
'< unworthily, 1 contract the guilt of his body an 
u blood, and eat and drink my own damnatior 
« Alas, what (hall I do ? my need of Chrift ai 
" his blood b fo great, 1 cannot think of ftayi 
" back; and yet my preparation b fo little, 
" know not how to go forn»ara\——hb ! my ' 
w worthinefs b great, how (hall I go to the ti 
u of fo great a king in the (late and cafe I arr 
t u fo vile, fo finful, fo indifpofed, fo hard-heart 
« Jf the woman that had the bloody iflae fear 
" much to come and touch tta Yitm o£ CtaiuYs 
" went ; how much more maty V N "^ ao w ' 
the running iffuea of fin, few \o £<> Jw 



fidence m his blood and bowels, bode and threap 
kindnefs on him, like the woman of Canaan* truth) 
Lord, I am a dog, but dog as I am, I nay plead for 
a crumb, feeing thy faithful word warrants rile to 
do it ; thi* prefent from that poor creature was 
fo acceptable to Chrift, that he immediately anfwer- 
ed, woman, great is tby faith $ be it unto thee 
even as thou mlu Matth. xv. 2$. 3. Take with you 
a firm purpofe and refolntion, in the ftrength of your 
brother, not to betray or wound him any more* 
and feal a covenant- with him upon thefe terms* 
4* Take with yon a fincere heart and purpofe and 
imitating your brother, and (hidying conformity to 
him* Learn of me y faith he, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart, Thefe prefents would be mbft ac- 
ceptable to your grieved and offended brother, 
but feeing you have nothing of your own, cry, 
Lord, give them firft to me, and I'll offer them un- 
to thee. 

What condefceiifion is this, that Chrift, the King 
of kings mould fay to all believers, ye are my bre- 
thren and lifters I Who would net defire to ftand in 
this honourable relation to an earthly king, and far 
more to the King of glory ! Would we have him 
then for our brother to own us, fuccour and fyropa- 
thize with us in all our troubles ; let us forthwith 
embrace and dofe with him by faith, as he is ten- 
dered to us in the rich, large and free offers of the 
gofpel, and then the relation is prefentty made up. 
O how inviting and alluring is that word, I am Jff- 
fus your brother i rfihoujd conquer the moft ttub- 
born will, and make every unbelieving heart to re- 
ceive him like Thomas, and fay, My lord and m$ 
God, 
Let every believer in diftTcfe covat, Vfcft , Cc«. > o** 
*nd fuck honey from this ftoNW* \ *m V&«* "J c 
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' brother, Se aw* afraid, it is I. Do not miftake j 

for an enemy in any of my dealings with, you ; h 

I your brother, that mean you no barn, h ii 

that love you, and laid down my life for yon ; h 

I, wbo- /by my blood purchafed fan&ified affiidy 

to you, to work for your good. It is I that dt 

all things well, and have infinite wifidom and 1c 

to order .and direft every difpenfation for your in 

reft and benefit." It was I that fweat blood for j 

in the garden, was fpit-on and buffeted «ft the fti 

priefl's hall, and nailed* for you to the croft, and • 

to purchafe eternal happinefs and glory for 'any : 

fli^ed brethren. 1 am Jefus your brother, Bcbt 

my bands and pry fee r. It is I that died and it 

again for youyand have afcended to my Father ai 

your Father, to my God and your God ; and ha* 

gona up to prepare a place for you. It is I that i 

at the helm, and all power given to roe* It is 

that am faithful and true, I have the fame tend 

heart and yearning bowels for you I had on eartl 

It is I that never failed any that trufted in me. It 

Jefus your brother who am (till the fame yefterda 

to day and for ever. Be not afraid in trouble, 

is I your dear friend and brother ; come near to n 

in the daily exercife of faith. Gome near and clo: 

to me at my table, and take a narrow look to m 

five big wounds, ami diaw confolation from, then 

Behold the two wounds in my hands, and the tw 

wounds in my feet, which were made to bring yo 

ba%k from hell to heaven. ' Behold a fifth wound i 

my fide, and look into my heart, and fee it pantin; 

with love, and do not que ft ion your brother's lov 

to you an j more. 



The Marriage* 

ADVICE 

From Mat* 
A certain king made a mai 

THE gofpel covenant, or 
k a marriage covenant be\ 
lieveioprj-'a frirprifing marriage thjl 
riage'of God's making. Wonder}' 
is content to give his dear Son ii 
J dam's daughter, that wa9 be< 
Devil ! Yea, he hath drawn up 
the articles of it. Chritt the bridegrl 
fully fubfcribed the con trad, he 
own blood on the crofs, and put hi! 
the view of God, angels, men, and 
Now the bridegroom wants your 
marriage contract, and he hath long been 1 
you to fubfcribe to it : Same of you have oftl 
propofing to do it, yea, taken the pen in your 
but, upon forae fmall temptation, have ftopt anc 
thrown by the pen. This day Chrift hatty fet a try ft 
with you to conclude the bargain, and his ambafta- 
dors are come, in his name, to fpread the contract 
before you with all its articles. Well then, Ml you 
go vtitb this man t Will you put your hand to the 
contract ! 

O finners, you have no reafon to be (hy in this 
matter, you have nothing to be vain of, jfp are 
mean born, of low extract ; you are loath fome le- 
pers, you are deformed, black, and have no beauty ; 
you are cripples, cannot walk, unlefs Chrift lift 
you ; you are drowned in debt> ma.*^ c$v& kwt^V^ 
Chrift to clear for you, \f he. tmft&Yt ^wvOfc ^q^« ^ 
who would make love to fuc\\ a \rccAOwek ct«^ 




\arriaec ietv/ixt 

one that is fairer than the font 

1-royal of heaven, the heir of 

'ou! be afionilbed, O ye hea- 

one infinitely rich witli a beg- 

. en with the heir of hell, the 

1 earth with a deformed negro! 

m be content, why (hould yea 

ie any reafon for your refofal or 

God of heaven is fetting nyil 

le this blefled bargain with you 

calling you there to fign and feal 

i\ with his Son, and that before 



Ration, witnefles thereto. There have 

neetings heretofore, about this grand 

.Seft ; The World, Satan and the FUJb, 

;ily broke off the treaty ; forbid it, Lord, 

/ do it this day. O that the long fpoke-of 

j . betwixt a crucified Jefus and loft fouls may 

j'at laC. This ntay be the lafl tryft, tl* laft offer 

.luift will make ; it may be now or never with you. 

Lay your hand to your beau then, and confider well 

before you lefofe. 

Come take another view of thin beautiful biidc' 
groom .bat is in your tfler. Belied hew delicaLe bii 
complexion 'v., Be it izbite and ruddy ; •abitem 
regard of his innocent e, and ruddy '.si his bloody paf 
fion. O how petrkfs is his perlbn ! How lavilhing hit 
beauty! bow charmirg his voice! How (lately liii go- 
ings! How fragiant aie liis ganr.tnts '. They fine II 
of aloes, myrih, and cafiia ! Statcli al! the world, 
you cannot find his erfjal* Or>e gliir.p'e nf him 
it enough to ravilli ii.&n ani av^iV;-, R\i lutVi «■ 
ttack anibvjhy as the r.vcen,fcii Vif* arettW W.\ 
ttrefij,i„ s facet /nulling myrrh, bu Ug,s <" $4\ 
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9/ marble set ufqn sockets effine geld ; bisezuntt* 
nance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars ; y*a* 
be is altogether lovely! Now can you refefc liici * 
lovely perfon, efpecially when you think how be lov- 
ed you, foas to fufier a cruel and bloody death for you, 
and to fend his portraiture with the marks of his wcurxia 
to be put in your hands at his holy table, and all to 
win your heart i Come view and remember the many 
wounds he received for you, by the thorns which pierc- 
ed his head, by the pincers that pluck'd his hair, by 
the fcourges that tore his back, by the nails that pierc- 
ed his hands and feet, and by the fpear that opened 
his fide ! Surely thofe wounds do not mar his beauty 
to the eye of faith ; nay,tho* he be all over wounded, 
mangled and bleeding, yet to a believer he is Ail white 
and ruddy, the chiefejl among ten thousands, fairer 
than all the sons of men, nay, and all the ions of 
God too. 

Certainly the bridegroom muft be in earnefr, 
when he conies in his marriage- robes to win back- 
ward hearts, when he puts on his dyed garments, 
and is red in his apparel ; when he difplays Im glo- 
ry, brings the marriage-contract in his hand, fpreads 
it on the communion-table, and calls all who love 
him to fign it. O that many were made willing in 
a day of his power, to ge into^li the articles of this 
marriage- covenant, faying, my heart is now content 
to go with the man Chrift, that wonderful man ; I 
content to 'all his terms, he is,my Lord and my God, 
my glorious Lmmanuel ; my beloved is mine, ak% I 
am bis* Quejl. I would know particularly what he 
requires on my part of the contract, that I mvj d\C- 
tin&Iy clofe with him ? Ans. He Nnou\d. \y*ns. ^**&% 
1. Convinced of your finking and n*tn\\vc\^ ^.v.x.% 
vhile you {land upon the old bottom ot * wittta. 



ai* JIHfttd up Jemi dying, and 

your content: In people mull all be made « 
in the da j of bb pwer. Oh, if the will were a 
eowj'iered, the ttty were Chrift's, and the field w 
won for ever. 

Would yon then have Satin defeated jour biatei 
will overCMOCt tad your fouls favingly brought to 
Chrift, O look up and cry for a draught of C!,rift' ( , 
power. Yon hwc neither flrengtb nor will to cniw 
to a crucified' Cbrirt unM's he draw you. Oidmr-ricfi 
or providence* cwirv.t dr;iw von, the word nc facrv 
incuts cannot draw \ol-, judgments or mercies tin. 
not do it ; ye; i-iuli- 1 iuir,ifltr- n^r angels ran draw 
your dead ami heavy hearts. O than took hrvonJ 
them all (o a lifted up Jw»flti«e/. Dr«w r»e, f, 9r j, 
0«rf I wi/'Viut n/;<!r (.'>«. The ordinance -. ou h, w 
■ in view can otr»< be a drawing ordinance, if Ghiift 
put not forth bia virtue with it ; the facraroent. will Ic 
lifelefs, and'the admin ill rat or* lifelefs, if Chrifl do* 
. yoo not. The niofl powerful fermons, the m»| J. 
luring calls will all be loft if he draw not. You'll 
lit ilill in the S'idom of a natural and wrathful 
One, if he draw.ynu bM ; you'll die in your fitw, if he 
draw tiotj. youMI be eternally damned, if C".frifl in* 
you not to him. You can never overcome the ftrOOJ 
and f untie temptjiiiins Satan tails in your way ; you 
can never deny lVlf, forfvke beloved lulls, re'nounct 
jufl location by. wfrks, quit all confidenrr in youf. 
own doings, go naked and empty to Hhrift, be cof. 
tent tohve.whollv iipm 1U ripi'teoufnere. and recent 
grace, life, Oter-gth an d gl or¥ as n free gift from 
Clirift, without-the drawing virtue of a lifted up S*. ! 
viuur. Oil i if you were once acijuaiiiceu' with Ii'« 
drawing piweryyou might go with comfort to hu 
tabic, and feed upon Ym^wtYnfo. 

Suefi, How fliaW VVnow,\? Wiwt^fsAn.'CTi.fa'ssi 
effectually to a lifted, :«j leftu. '- 
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■e Kw :r.: :j-c cordr ot" ;.!*.-. .:;••- . ■■ ■ 

iim ? Is yz-tLT i>rartcci*. ■-■- : ■ .«c _. . *'- 
to a crscif.cc C-'iriii >^;. : ^ ;. .*. 

dcfir* «■£ }-■.!- isul it :. *. * . ■ 

ice of Ms ::?"•* :—Arr ;■ : _ «. . •■ -i. ■•» ■ 

. more I::!v. irrre i.j "'-.r. . if- . • »■ 

ded ? Xei^tse/i will _-■».. ..-.*■.<;.. 

ibled fcr ci .arte .f :: ' *. . • i. ... . ... - _» ■ 

are d-awn cfT Itim ■./•■ ... • vJ. 1 :'',.-' :..■ •«».■ 
rexnentf ?— Are ym. a-*-.: .-.* -».:. in.. .. ■ .» •• 

:njo)irg his prcfcno. z.*zn.» . . I . *..s ;■..(..... 

you drawu off frotr rctiii*^ u: M uii« , .. r j»*. .. 
attainments in drift '» r^v^i : i * t u jk«. .•*:.* 
:Iude your heart is efftciuaii; u: •**:.- t. .. In.- , 
bar; and fo m&i, witi. hoiv cooliuciin *uC .. ., 
v Bear to him in tut ikcr-iiutiiUil ^yUi^-pL.. , 
bold communion with him ;buc. 

ADVICE XIII. 

From John i. 3O. xix. 5. 

Heboid tbe Lamb of God. — BeboMtbe ma/:. 

\ COMMUNICANT, both [jobn and Pilate 
' call you to behold Chi ift Juttei mg and l'aci iGted 
you, and which is more, the ipirit of God calU \ 011 
hi:; duty alfn. Let each one vi' you then lay with 
f csj Exj<1. iii. 3. / will now turn afidc and jee 
?rc.ct Jigbt. A jjreat fig til indeed 1 l'or tlio* lie 
rdifd a /jml-, and a maw, tie \% *\\» 0<jd N V!nak vcv 
ran /'an.' .re, flittering, bletc\\ii£ 'a\A v\y\\^^ ^ , t«^ 



nor take a far off look of a crucified Ghr 
come clofe to him by faith and take a near anc 
look of him, as he calls you, Is a* xlv. 22. JLi 
to me and be saved ; I am God, and there is 
viour befide tne> O then turn net your back o 
der to him, lock not aikance to him, look not 
to other things ; but look with a broad, ftratg 
Heady look unto him. The man Chrift Jefu: 
Lamb of God, appointed by him to be facrl 
make atonement for our fins, and to purchafe 
life and falvation to us : And looking to him b 
is the great mean of fecuring and applying th 
ings of his purchafe to us : And in a fpecial 
he calls us to look unto him in his funTe rings 
Behold me, Behold me ! 

Behold the fuffering man, a man of sort 
deed ! And particularly behald him enterir 
that fearful fcene in the garden of Gethseman 
he began to fear, turn forrowfu) and .very 
when he was fore amazed, fell into an age 
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i Baboid ibc man. aiy 

er» helmed with wrath and- covered with his own 
mm)[ Sebold tbtfcrrmful turn with tlie' great 
jptof blood Handing above his garment* for"yfear . 
11, and bedewing the ground I See Jehovah now 
ting agaiiift him, « an inexorable judge, running 
i him as a giant,~and nuking him ' the bun of hu 
ivenomed arrow* !— -—Behold hkn-io thi* agony 
aking h'u moan 10 hi* difcipjei, who could make no 
:lp to him i for reitbsr they dot the angeji in hea- 
:n durft touch hi* load, or taire nil top i Yea, he 
it not To much aa-fyitinattry from hndireiple*, they 
illaflecp when be wuattbe worft, and left him m 
ii agony to ftruggle.and tread out the wine-prefe 
lone } O be not idle fpettator* -of your Saniour's 
gony? but let your foulibe exceedingly aftbcled with 
IhriK's (bul-fuffering* for your ioula fin*. 

Bebatd tbt nan Chrift betrayed and fold for a little * . 
loncy, apprehended and bound with cord* like- a 
hief, and bound faft, ai Judas bade, yea fo fall (as 
it me f«j) that the bluod burft out of bit tender 
taridi ! O can your heart or eye* hold to fee tbofe 
lands that, made the heaven*, wrung together and 
>ruiied with bard cords t To fee him bound. a* a pri- 
oner, that came to fet the- pruonen free. But had 
not the cord* of your Redeemtr't love held him falt- 
er than the cord* of bis enemies, tbo' -they bad been 
cablet or chain*, they could not have kept htm; but 
h'u late to you. made him a willing prifoner! Behold 
tbt man blindfolded, mooted , buffeted apd abufed for 
you! Behold him ft ript naked and fcourged! Behold 
him that clothe* the lilies of the field, that made 
coat* of Jkina to clothe our firft parent*, now flript 
and unclothed himfclf! He is flript naked, thai >jwi 
Wight not be found naked ax GakVw»j\ W*N*>^«^- 
ofhu robes, th» he mate wtmn*. » <** A ^*^ 
Koufbrf* to «™,r v fl .« n .Vr. a nrfa. aVtMl *•>*■, 




. might 

everlaftinglafliesef God's wrath in hell ! Behold every 
pan of bis blefied body torn and wounded by fcourg. 
ingi, becaufe every part of you was wounded by fin; 
and his ftripea were the only cure -for your wound*. 

Bebeld ihe man Vnh a platted crown of thocni 
on his bUffed bead, with, the iharp points turned in- 
ward, and the fe beat into bit head with a flatT, till 
all his head is but as one wound, from whence 
lliower of blood ran down hit neck for you ! Yet 
may be ready to cry, Fye on the jew*, or fyi 
foldiers that ufed our Savir ox fo j but rather ciy, Fje 
on your fins tbat did wocfe to him, ttiefc plaited the 
crown of thorna and crucified him too. Beboid tbi 
Lamb of God now nillingly caught in the thickets, 
like the ram, to be Ijxrif.ctd in yi.ur rem, when 
you were bound like Isaac tor that end. Behold him 
"willing to wear a crown of pain and igno-niny, that 
you might wear a crown of glorv and renown; 
willing to be difgraced and atfroiittd, that you might 
be honoured and exalted : Willing to let a Barabbat 
the vileil ma!efaa»r in all JertmiliSi, be preferred 
befoie him, that yon might be prtfured to a room 

among God's children .Bebold tie man, alter all 

thefe fu Seringa, pot to bear the heavy croli on his 
fore wounded (holders, a heavy load indeed with 
the elect's fins and law's curfes faftned to it ; yet 
he bears without complaint till his flrength is fpcnt,J 
and >e is ready to faint under the burden, to that an- J 
other mutt, help 1 Git. \\ was not ft» -ww^X-of theJ 
tree that made him fouvt, \ve Vii a. ^re**w\«sAi!».1 
to bear tbao ten thotalaod to«», w*» •&e.«fiirc*» 



wrath of God due to die ejeeVi '.final Ocan ymi be- 
hold this fight with dry eyes ! " "»■ • '*--, 

Behold tit awnbrbught to Gof^otfia, ntiled tothe 
tree, lifted up, and drinking out the bitter drej» of 
the cnp of wrath thereon, Vdl ■ it terigtti lie yielded 
himfelf prifcoer to deaftj l^*.«h*f hh bend, giv- 
ing death hit erdtto : ft> .ettttftB h»'«immiflion« «Tnd 
carry Mm eft*" the fage Toehold and welder 1 it the 
fight, the Lord of Trie deatftf taken prftoner !-i-i-0 
man, caa'ft thou fiand and fee die Lamb of God fl*in , 
in tay room, and for thy fine, sod not be affected I 
Write that wan- a keafl, a Jtoqe, a lamp of earth, 
that can be fenfelefa, fttfpid and uaconeerued at foth, 
aright! Oblufil and be*fhantedvOma B , at tliy f.u- 
pUity, when the dead eartfi and rocfca about Jeru- 
lalem Quilted ami rent at the {offerings you -no* 'be- 
hold reprefented in the facrament.— — ruifed fin 
(which many make lightof), that conld pot be ex- 
piated by toy other kcrifice, than that of our Itnini- 
noel, the Lamb of Gnd, the fnarj Ghrilt' Jefnt » O 
Behold the tkaH, arA tremble at fin, the "accurfrd 
(ting that murdered' the SonVF God, the M <m that 
11 GodS fellow, t&;mao that k infinitely' preferable 
to a million of world* fell of men and atig>ia~ ton. 
6 that men would alwayi look on fin in the giafa 
of the agonies mat fufferingi of the -man Gbrifl, (hat 

!hey might be filled with horror, at 'ft," a* at hell it- 
eu! Nav,- in fevers! refpefti, Tin is a greater evil 
than Will....' ■ #) .. . ,.\ . 

Let every cpmrhuriicanC every chriffian come and 
behold the glorious Son .if God, with 'the greateft 
love and admiration, who ttn our fsfcei wiii willing 



to become a man, and God's Lamo. to he! €»ks>?**A- 
for the fins of men. O \rt \\i« jki.w.'V^'^ ^«f»^ 
to you ai precinus oW.wieW. wweA **«?•>■'_ *^ 



aiS 

a vehement indignation againil <■□, and 9 
afleOkw to th= Lamb of God, the man CbriJ}, Ait ; 
•u willing to iinrggle in bloody agonies, and bleed. [ 
toctcauion iIk cm ltd ute to delivtr you from ly- j 1 
inf in bell tor ever ! O what can we render to htm I ' 
for hii free love, amazing and unfpeakable love ! J ' 
that we could fuend our whole lives in admiring hi. ' 
love, and con tempi a ling bis beaut), and weie thete. 
by made mete in Tome meafure for the exetcilc pi' j 
the redeemed above. 4{M*.'< * v . v 

advice "acw, ' ■ 

Frsm Job xxxvii. !«>"■**"_ 
Stand stiii, and consider the viondroui wrii of 

TH E works of God, being trondrout, do iretl 
bVlerve our mofi ferioua fon fid (ration ; bit Jo 
v»avering ate ear minds, we cannot confider tbem 
aright, unlefs we {land Hill and compote ou/feltet for 
that, end. This advice doth Elihu give to Job in tbe 
text, and Mojci give* to the children of Uracl, Exod. 
]tiv. 15 — All God's worts arc wondrous, and highly 
worthy of our obfervatiJit, 31 his works of crtnihn 
and providcuci ; and more efpecially his works of 
redemption and m^rtfCi- as they are made known to 
Ui in the gofpel dilpenfation, and particularly in tbc 
facrament of the Lord's fsrpper— Here God calls 
you to Hand ilill, arid confider bis wondrous work 
of redeeming wlfiom and mercy, in faring ialleu 
floners.— The work of Creation b indeed tnofi . won- 
dcrfal And flupendous ; but his work of Redemption J 
« fie eaore wflly and CrMt$£t%l TV* iroe cott htm I 
bat a word c-This pawei, fcvft il* «ft*v.-«&.\™& ■isa 'v 
<fcaf.Ii of his Son : Th* one \s V**- **. -<mkY.*V»,\ 
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GodVfvmfrokr mr£s* zip 

. ■ , * , ' 

bra, I*** «i. 5 u M^b of the dmne wifibm and 
power it dtfpln^d in malting. us mem hot nmch mote 
in making us faints ; by« the one we > heje but a fhort 
mortal life, bat by*he ©tbe>ian eternal .and immor- 
tal life. God's works of reilemption and of grace 
will be the admiration- of faints «tt angels to aU eter- 
nity. Rev. v> it— *** 5. ^ .- 

Come then, and beheld thefe works of the Lord* 
as they arefet forth before yon nVjthe; word and fa- 
cranifent! Come and iee God from" all eternity paff. 
ing by angels; and- pitching bis ' le*e upon poor rbin- 
ed (inner* of Adam's, family,, tod .contriving their 
redemption fcy the incarnation and death- of his dear 
Son, white he paued by the. angei* that fetji !£**Come 
and' fee the glortovs Son of God twderiaicing, in tlie 
boaneil of peace, to become t* fnnetjrto pay, oor debt, 
and (atisfy jufVice far the injury oof fins did to God'* 
glory !— — -BehoW and eontiderfcht device of iuftnite 
wiftom for recondiwg guil- 

ty men, and fatbfyiag the demand* of them both 4 
by punching fin ieverely, and yet pardoning the per* 
fon* guHtyl Sm*iJjW/ dnkiftt tbttwottdmts wrk, 
of making the word nefh to dwell among as ; of the 
Creator's leaving hk throw of |lory^ to lodge in i 
Virgin's wom^ and a blaft*3 manger; oftbe/fackrt* 
of days becoming a oMM of>a day old, learning 
to fpeak and go, and : facetting m'mfelf to his own 
law in the room of- rebel-{mtier*]U-— BeMd Qod'i 
MvokdrcUs mork la letting no* a court and throne orT 
grace among the prtfbhers of jemce, and • caufrng 
grace to fit at ottetftontbe throfie,. with afceptre «f 
mercy in her hand, and thence to hTue forth procla- 
mations of gi^ce to p^of , wretch>6^ bild^ mifera- 
Ato aad naked fotta^fM^^^ ^ ^^ 

tondemnedi liberty to Aft ca^tav^VS*-^^ 
deadt Y*a, : fee ^fr^W^W^ ^ **.\fc«^ 5 



Stand still una see 



jebtbi fummonipj' them by the go/pel trumpet to 
fuitender, and uling the moft prevailing argument! 
with' iht i!) to do it, taken from the meditation, ful- 
lering*, blood, lighteoufncfs and fatistadion of the 
Son of God. 

Btbold and cunfidcr tbe vondra'us vtsrtt of God 
in furni thing and lilting the mediator for our mife table 
cireumllances, juining the divine and human nature) 
in one pcrfon (or aft relief! Oblerve how well he 
fuits our exigencies ; he ii man, that he might die 
for its; mi God, tiiat he might overcome death! 
ptan, that he might combat the devil ; and God, tfcai 
£e might vanouifli him I man, that he might take on 
our guilt and puniihnient i and God, that he wight 
Cup-pert under it! nuih, that he might ofler a fscii- 
fite for ua ; and Cod, to make it infinitely mctito- 
liousl mqn, that he might fvnijiatliii. 1 with us ip 
trouble ; and Gtd. that he might deliver us! a won- 
drous wmk indeed !—— Again, obferve the media- 
tor's fuhiefj, how exactly it (iiita out milerieurd 
Wants ! In our wondei ful Immanuci there u life for 
our deadneis, light tor our daiknefs, beauty for 
o^r deformity, flrengtli for our weaknefs, health 
for our ficlciiefs, balm for our wounds, raiment for 
our itafiednef:, riches for our poverty, pieiit for ottr 
guiltinrfi, righteoulhels fc r rtir juflification, a foun. 
tain for cur pollution, grace for our (a notification, 
bread for cur hunger, water for our thiifl, and deep, 
mercies for our deep mit'eries ! a wonderful woilt, to 
make owe depth fo exactly to anlwer another depth! 
Ibis is ibe doing of tbt Lord, and vondrous iai j 
our tyes. 

Stand JIM and fit God's ■apndroui •wet ks, in fend- 
fingoar Jmitjon-usf, ibe friM* trt, the Uut'o/l^f 
iaiiby to go '»p wd ttota'tibfi ^rateewfc yi i Yi M iJ fc. 
ftr the loll flwep, «d3tvn^ ^ VawS«v^fc>i^| 



God's wondrous woris. 22 V 

tender manner to ceme unto him for life a n d 
ition, willingly fdbmitting to be buffeted by Sa- 

contradi£led by finners, to fuflfer all manner of 
»nities, a curfed death, and the wrath of Godj 
all, that he might be a. facrifice to fatlsfy juftice 
>ur fins : And after he had fubmitted to death 
the grave for a time, he conquered them, and 
again ; and gave commiffion to his ambaffadors 
r> thro' all the earth, sthd call periflring finnert 
>me unto him, and offer them falvation io hr> 
e ; and having done fo, he afcended into heaved 
itercede for tnem. Now, it is incumbent upon 
ommunicants to remember thele amazing works 
od, at his holy table, with wonder, tbankfulnefe 

praite ' it -i 

ne here and fee the fountain of the great depths 

finite love broken up, and the dreams of the wa- 
of life running freely therefrom to the fons of 
■Come fee Jacob's ladder fet up, that 
*es from earth to heaven, and God the fattier 
e top of it. tailing you to climb to heaven by 
reps of it, viz* Chrift's woundr, offices dhd fro* 

r / -Come, fee the manHd coming down in 

tiful (hover;, and falling about your urns, and 

/ man invited to gather.-i-=-^-Comej fee the reck 

:h'd in the wi!dernefs,- to fupply the neceffi- 

)f your fouls ; fee the rock ftnitteri by the rod 

vLofesy and bearing the curfes of the law for 

—Come, fee the City of refuge opened for 

manflayers, that finners, who have flain ' their 

by fin, may flee to it for fhelter. O then flee 

our lives, and do not linger by the way {■ ■ ■ * 

?, fee God bringing his rtgbteousnefs near you 

are guilty criminals, and Vnd&vafe ^qq \sox >x qgv 

our fafety in judgment; \t \% * to^s> 

- of you !— Corot, fc% ite fr : 

T a 




j»^ Standstill and ict 

leaves of the /rea oj^ /j/L (liaken and fcattered among 
fiarvrd wnuutled fouls : Gather and feed on the 
J'ruitt of hii purchafe for lour now i foments apply 

the Staves of his ptomife) fur ycm healing Come 

fee the itcl! :f fjioathu opened, bring the chain 
jnd bucket of faith, and diaw ua^r. The great 
medicine well ii here ; come with ill your difeafes and 
ailments to it, come with your hard hearts blind 
iyu, weak hands, feeble knees, lame feet, and cold 

affifiioM to get them healed Come fee Cbrijfi 

tfjlakient opened, and every man allowtd to put in 
for a (hare of the legtciel thereiu contained. Tiis 
you are to do relieving, claiming, laying hold and 

embracing the promises !- Come, fee Jlr jyingprt- 

tiigah returning to their Father's houfe, and fee their 
Father embracing them, and the whole family rejoic- 
ing at their return ; ^ee their filthy rags taken off, 
ajid toe white robeof the §oh of Gsd put on them) 

and the fitted calf killed for them, Come fee the 

King of Glory entering in at the everlaftirg gates of 
men's Luis, dethroning fin and felf, taking pcfftffion 
of their hcai ts, and fetting up Lis thror.e and kingdom 
in them — Gome fee King Solomon both crawiied and 
married ill one day ! An afioniuiing match concluded 
bctween.the Prince of Life and the Heir of Hell ! 
All the dauRhters of Zion are called forth to behold 
thii light. Cant. iv. ii". . All the fe are great and 
wondrous works of God to be feci) in the word and 
fjcrament, which all communicants ought to Hand Kill 
and con fide r. 

ConfiJer thefe marvellous works fo at to be fuita- 

bly aSeclsd with them, mate them the fubjeflof your 

meditation; entertain high and admiring thouglus 

of God, and of his in&vAvt tat»4 «HM mini. 

felled in them. Gin bin Cttflfc » *» Wfltfc «A^ 



Qod-s whdroys works. ^3 

teflimony God hath given ns of thtfr wondrous 
works, and glcrify the great Author of them with 
your, hearts, tongues and lives* Embrace the gof- 
pel offer* and be afraid of offending that God who 
fias humbled himfelf fo low for our fakes, and has 
wrought fuch great and wondrous works for us. Be 
careful to ferve him and pleafe him in ail things, and 
^bhor On his grand enemy* 

ADVICE XV. 

From Rev. xxii. 2* 
In the mids.t qf the street was the, tree of life. 

IT was a fad day to mankind, when God bamm- 
ed A dam from the earthly paradife, and from 
the tree of life that grew therein, and aifo Ihut the 
entry to it ! But behold God, in his free mercy, is 
row opening an entry, and inviting Adam's baiiih- 
ed pofterity back again to a better paradise^ where 
there are purer delights, and neither (in nor Satan 
can enter; and where there is a tree of life, Jesus 
Christy infinitely preferable to that in Adam's para- 
dife. This tree of life far excels that in its leaves, 
thadow, fruit and virtues; it animates, yea re- 
(lores and preferves life for ever; neither is there any 
flair.ing fword to hinder our accefs to it* Adam's 
tree endured but a ftiort time, but ours lads for e- 
ver. Other trees decay, fade and wither ; but Jesus 
Qbrift is the same yeftcrday, to-day, and for ever. 
O come then, (it down under the fhadow of this 
tree, tat of its fruit, and live forever. Though the 
tree, be now planted in the heavenly Paradife*, \et \*& 
branches, ihadow and fruit, exxevA \» ew^ ^^Sx^*** 
pn earth, as well as to the foutU stew** *VWafc*s^ 
pf ccmmtirAcznts at the 1gyi*t xshY* >«** * ax ** 
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tutdtr bisjbadon vitb •■ gnat delight, and found bit 
fruit iveft to their, tain. On-ill is a tree thnt bears 
frutt at iD time), every 'month, and even <n the 
fbarpefl winter ootitfasof ficlnert and death. 

There are feme wry «£*i trees in the world, 
that afford all neceflariei to men, fuch at meat, 
«*rUik, phyfie, and clothing, Behold, God hath 
provided fuch a tree foe tn. JefuS Chriil affiirda us 
all theft. i.Mtat: fee tell; us, that iir J?*/fc if 
ihtaf indud't that is, his tie ill wounded and dying. 
yields (trengthmng (bod for the foul, in refpi-a of 
its fruits arid effects. It, it food well prepared ; the 
boly Trinity Ipenta'whole eternity in preparing it. 
It is meat well Jeafoned ; it ii fcaGiiied with the love' 
of God, fauced witli.the blond of Qirifl, and fpiccd 

with the graces of the fpiric a. Drink: Child's 

blood is alio drink indttdto the foul, in refpeit of 
i>.s comfortable effefis ; fuch u pardon, peace, light, 
life, ftrength, Ac. Th'efe flreams from the rock 
are mod refreshing, cordial and fasoury drink ; ft- 
voory to Gtd, Givory to angels, and molt favoury 
to every snul that hatb tailed it. It is a f*e« cop 
that is to be put into your hand, if you have faith; 
but it is poifonoui to an unworthy communicant that 
wants faith: Bat, if you be worthy, the drink wilt 
poifon fin, quicken grace, and refrefli the foul. Fear 
not, O believer, to take a good draught ; fa'ttb will 
make the cup medicinal and reiterative to thy foul, 
and it will only kilt and deftroy the lulls, — — 
3. Phyfie: The leaves of this tree are fur beating 
of the tuitions: Christ hath many healing pro mites, 
which, when applied by faith, are molt ufeful to 
purge out fin and corruption, and to heat all tnn 

(bill's wounds and dfteafes. a,.ttt\ «(* *SGwd» 

clot king alio. Poor fallen. Arlam, ^ftsso tiaW^* 5 * 
to the £g-tnt few in lemvea w «w« !&»-,«»■■. 



Tree of Life. aas 

Jet his pafterity go to the tree of life, where they 
ftiall get infinitely better clothing, even Chrift's per- 
fect rigbleoufnefs, which is fpotlefs and law-bidiRg, 
Behold a rich robe, fet With the pearls and diamonds 
of heaven.— — ^ large rcfa fo broad as jo cover a 
whole eledfc world. It alfo covers ajl the fpots and 
infirmities of believers ; fo that not one of them is to 
be feen. This robe is as broad as the law,, which 
we are told is exceeding broad. And it is juft as 
beautiful as broad ; for it snakes every ele& foul a- 
miable and acceptable to God— -—Never then was 
jthere fuch a tree, either in the earthly or the hea- 
venly paradife, as our glorious tree of life, Jtfus 
Chrift. hungry fouls, here is tneat ! O'thirfty 
fouls, here is drink i Odifeafed fouls, here is mtdU 
cine I O naked fouls, here is clotting ! O cone then 
to this tree of life, and you have all things necefTary 
for you. ■ . * . 

O commnuicants, you are called to take a view 
of this bleffii tree, as it was hewn, mangled, and 
cut down by 'the axe of juftipe, when he died upon 
tlie. crofe for you.' Even-' in this his- mangled con- 
dition, he is a mod oeautiful and engaging light tq 
the eye of faith 1 O believer, behold your piincely 
Jefus lifted up on a bloody crofs, on the top of 
mount Calvary, for all nations to fee him, and ga- - 
the'r to him for food and healing. Since that 
mount was firil created, it never produced fuch a 
tree, or fuch precious fruit, as the Lord of glory 
hanging on the tree of the crofs, that was planted 
there fome hours : thrift's hanging op it changed 
its nature from a curfed to a blefied tree 9 a tree of life 
and falvation. '1 , hia tree of life m*d& xwswx OaV 
vary a fweet and lovely />aradtje "aY«x ^s> ^^ 
wifblUndkig of aii the maltfacXots W** ^ A ^ V 
Scattered upon it) and the £m\t uowr^ 
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tbaniel come and see.'- -Be atfo looking out, 

longing for the full enjoyment of the tree of life \a 
the paradise above, wbere you (hall eternally Jti\£ 
mntanf ibe branches of it, meet with all \-our frief & 
and eat the fruits with » far better appetite and telilo 
than tier any did here below. 

AD^lfiE XVi" 

From Isa. xsxii. :. 

A man shall be a hiding-place from, the w/*/. 

and a coven from lie tempest. 

WHATEVER ftorms or wmpefis believer, 
ate ejtpofed to here, Chri'fl h an excellent 
Atelier and hiding-plate from them. Before Adam': 
fall, the fn> rnteied into the world, all was calm | 
and feri. ; but Gnce that, the world is becoaie > | 
weary wildernefs, full uf tempefls ; arid as foen as 
one is laid, another is ready to blow. There arc 
dorms of outward alSi.tionii ficknefs, loilVs and 
diiappoi -xeurs, and man; wrath like difpenlatiori! 
of Providence ; there arc florms of temptation! > 
from Satan, challenges from conscience, thuntlringi 1 
from mount Sinai, defertions from God, reprcatho 
and perfecutions from the world : —And yet all 
thefe ftorrns here are but like drops before thr 1 j: 
Ihower, if compared, with the terrible ftornr "f q 
wrath ta come, which is abiding the ungodly id v 
' unbelieving. But glory to infinite wifdom and lite n 
love, for finding out a proper hiding-place fjr Irf a 
1 Tinners amidfl thefe florms, to which we are callel j fl 
to turn, Zech. ix. 11. Turn je (0 tbeflrong bold.yl | n 
prisoners 0/ fcope. TW= man CWtjlV. TO^wUeot : h 
J^pxig-liolcl and \i\&n%-p\ate ^wSi ^ , * jm * '■■ , 
MfastTocvcr; in him t\vert « ^Suaw* w» 
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accommodation for us, his Winds are wide, his iter' 
ey Urge, hii merits infirihe, Its ojirr free, hit ftf/.'r 
moil: gracious and extenfive, Ifa. xlv. 21. f * Look to 
" ritt, and be ye faved, all the ends of the earth."— 
The accefe is declared free, and the way pater!, to 
all who turn to this flroug-hold for fbeltcr, and never 
was any excluded that turned to it, 

A crucified Jems, O communicants, reprefented 
to you in the fact amen t, 11 the Arong-huld and 
hiding-place, to which you are Called to turn by 
faith for frielter and fafety, from the fwordof juftice. 
In him tnere are excellent clefts for (be her, CanU 
n. 14. and which yon ought to be well acquainted 
with. There trt trie clefts of bis wcunds and me- 
fits, which all Cbrifts doves flee to when florins 
arife. There is alfo the cleft of hh power, the cleft 
of his wisdom, the cleft of liu lave, and the cleft 
of his faitbfitlnefs ; many a florin have they efcap- 
id in theft clefts*— In this hiding-place there are 
alfo chambers of fafety, to which yon may retire 
when the temped blows, Jsa. xxvi.- 20. There are 
the chambers of Chriil'i office} and fweet relations, 
which hi hath adorned for the fafety and comfort 
of believers' ; in each of thefe many of them have 
found fhelter when dorms have blown. There is 
alfo the pfeafent chamber of bis covenant, with the 
clofets of its promifes, which afford fweet retiring 
places in trnipeftunus times. O ftudy to he ac- 
quainted with them. lhvid was well acquainted 
with the well-ordered covenant and its promifrt, 
nnd had his recoutfe thereto in trouble fume times, 
and particularly when he was threatened with the 
florin of death, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. " .Altho' my houfe be 
not fo with God, yet lie hath made, wak TWi i^ «-««*- 
hlHng covenant, ordered in. r\\ i\iw><gs «A Sswe,^ 
tbh i, ill my ftivation." Keo. \« $«£*.<** T.!™ 
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(belters and lying refuget. Abjolutt mercy, a Manic 
less walk, convicihns, rcjclxthits, prayeri, teats, I 
'ordinances* tainifiers, will not be a hiding pUe 10 
you, if Clirill be ntglefted. Nothing can fatisl'y 
jullice, nor ikreen from wrath, but tjie wjsund* anj 
felood of the Redeemer ; therefore fee to make tliofe 
c;ily your covert m.d hiding-place. 

It concerns all to try if they hive got into this 
hiding place, and if they be among Chrifl's bidden 
. ones ; i'o believers are caljed, Psai- Ixxxiii. 3. If you 
b« among theXe bidden ones, you will have a bidden 
life, tni be acquainted with a life of fecret prayer 
and coirelpondence with heaven, and a life of faith 
and leaning upon the Son of God ; you'll have bid- 
den food, meat the world knows not of, the hidden 
. manna of couiinunioii with God.— You'll have bid- 
den clothing, and be acquainted pith putting off 
your own 'rip, and nutting 011 the hidden garment 

of ChrhT* Viglitewsfnefs.- -You'll have bidden 

Jlrcn*lb, and be acquainted with borrowing (trength 
from Clirill, both far work and waifare. _ You'l) 
five upon bidden supports in dark and calamitous 
times, and draw comfarc from the promifes, and 
make thefc the ground of your hope.— if you be in 
Chrifl as your biding -place, you'll be among Chrill's 
poor and needy ones, for it h to fuch he is a refuge, 
Isa. xxv. 4, Do you fee your own emptinefE, ill- 
deitrvings, and infuiiicier.cy, and depend upon free 
rnercy ioi- every crumb ? Ait you Hill begging M a 
throne of grace, and inclining to exalt free grace ( 
iTaying, Hot unto us, but to Cbriff, be lit glory ; 
lie is all our salvation and alt our defire. Happy 
*ts they who can lay claim to thefc remarks. 
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ADVICE XVII. 

From 1 Kings xtx. 9. 

Tie Lord said unto bim, Wbat dost tbeu here, 

Elijah ? 

IT m the concern of every man, to be always rea- 
dy to give account to God of his errand and 
defign in every piece of work he is emplnyed in ; 
and To ought communicants at the Lord's table, 
when God or bis miaiflera aft them as the Lord- 
did Elijah, Iff bat deft thou here, communicant ? 
What is your bufinefs and errand at this table ?— 
Can you fay, I have many errands here ; 1 curoe, 
upon iny Saviour"* call, to celebrate the memorial 
of his dying love, that his name may be remembred 
to all generations? and -worthy istbcLamb thativat 
Jlain to be admirej, adored, and praifed for ever. 
— I come alfo ! to fubferibe and feal a mamag;-con- 
traft with him in the ranfl folemn manner, before 
all the perfons of the glorious trinity, before tbi 
eleft angel', and before all the congregation. See- 
ing Chrili doth once more call me to h, after ma- 
ny a broken tryfl, and bath put on bis msrriage- 
robe ; his dyed garments, to win and engage my 
heart, 1 come to join hands with Itim before God, 
angels, and men, and take them all witneffes to' 
the bargain. Surely this is a good errand : O that 
the long fpoken of match may now hoJd. 

Can you fay, I am come to a rich and liberal Sa- 
viour, to fiipuly my needs out of his fulnefs. 1 

come on a good day, when he ufes t» 4w.V V*skw.v- 
falfy 10 the poor and needy, atvi \n ^ *«» ■S««M<«,*» a » 
the kinetoM/ihtr. TMtitiit t In, ftetttVm X at*"** 
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thou come with the publican's petition, God be met* 
ciful to me a finner'l Or with David* t petition, 
Lord be merciful to me; heal my soul* fir I bave 
finned againft thee ? or with that petition, Purge 
me with byjpjp, and IJball be clean; wajb me, and 
IJball be whiter than the snow t or with that. Let 
my soul live, and it Jball praise tbecm Or do you 
c*roe with the fpcufe's petitions and requefts, Draw 
me, and I will run after thee. A wake ^ north 
wind; and c%me thou south; blow upon my garden, 
that the spices thereof may flow out! Surely thefe 
petitions are agreeable to your Redeemer ; fee that 
you infift upon them, and prefs for an anfwer. Stu* 
dy to have a lively feeling at this time of all your 
grants.— -——Would you have them all fupplied at 
once ? then come and embrace a crucified Jefus in 
the arms of faith, and he will fully anfwer then\ 
all. Would you have all your five senses faiisfied 
at once ? Behold Cbrill invites you to come to him 
to get it done. — Would you have the fenfe of see* 
ing fatisfied ? Then he fays to you, Lock to m*, and 
be j e saved*— Behold me, behold me ! Behold King 
Solomon with the crown on his head ! Would you 
have the fenfe of hearing fathfied? Then faith he. 
Incline thine ear ; heathen to me ; give ear to my 
voice Would you have the fenfe of tafling fati: ti- 
ed ? He faith, %afie and see that Gad is gocd^— 
Would you have the fenfe of touching fati ficrd ? fie 
faith, Reach hiihtr thy hand, thiuii it into my Vide; 
feci the wounds made by the fpear and the rails. 
Wruld you have the fenfe of smelling fati»fied ? 
Come then to Chrift, whofe name is at ointment 
foured forth ; and whofe garments smtU cfa2ce/ v 

myrrb, and cajfia Come Vie \t Wl «^\. -^ ^\»^\» 

itiuzl frisft3 iau-;fiedatU\nWdiu\\^^ 
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BbjeB, But I am afFraid I am not among thofe in* 

\ited guefts that Chrift will make welcome. Ans. 

Have you any of the fcripture charters of thefe that 

(thrift invites ? Are you among bis friends $ Do you 

with well to his caufe and intereft I The Chrift faith 

to you, eat, friend. Cant, v. 1. ■■ Is your heart 

open to ChrUVs offers and willing to accept him in 

all his offices ? Then he faith to fuch, he vjill come. 

and fup with them, Rev* iii* 2p— r-Doth your heart; 

Jove him J Then he faith, Heivll manifeft bimfefio,, 

fuch, joon xiv. 2 1 •—Are you poor and needy ? 1 hen 

he faith, The needy /ball net h,e forgotten, Pfal. ix* 

18.— Do you fee yourfeif * loft Jinner f Then he. 

faith, he is come tofeekand cattfuch, Luke xix. io. 

Mat. ix. 1 3— Do you feel (in to be a heavy burden i 

Then he bids the heavy laden tome to him. Mat. xi. 

28. — Are you fct, and much 4'irtrtfle4 ? Then Chrift 

chufes to entertain and convtrfe with fuch, Mat. ix« 

1 2. — Do you bupger and tbirfl for Chrift ? He faith 

he fills tbe bungry with gocd things, Luke. i. 53 — 

Are you fenfible of backjliding f He invites fuch to 

come to him, Jer. iiu 14.— Are you defirous to put 

on the wedding-garment of imputed right eoufnefs £ 

Then, to be fure, you mall neither be excluded, nor 

r.egledled. — Do you earneftly feek for his boly fpirit £ 

He affures you, he is more willing to give tbe fpirit to 

tbem that ajk it, than loving pi rents arc to give 

bread to their bungry children. What is man's com- 

paflion to their children in comparifon of Chrift to his ? 

well then, you may reft on Chrift's word; for he 

is not more free in making promifes, than faithful in, 

making them good. He *i3 a God that keeps covenant 

to a ibouf and generations. VwtaMfc^t^^^^Nv. 

word, and come to his uUc V\\\\ \\o^t wS. ^^s> 

tion to get all your vra&t*&TO&&&«. 



■ : — 'i 

[•■■ 14° jf lealwg faith, 

- embrace roe as lih Saviour, and apply my bi.>od to 
fiis particular difeafr. Faiib is a healing grace, not 
■■ Only its ioucbe i, but its very looks trt healing; herce 
. Chrift faid to f; vera! who were healed, Tbj faitb 
batb made thee whole. O then fee if you have- got 
th'u healing faith. 

Suefl. How mav I know if my faith be of this 
kind? Arum, A beating faitb will make the Lut 
heartily approve the golpel method of f:ilvation, 
embrace God's telliiiiony, and clufe with the gofpet- 
ofierin all refpefts.' And it frith in it an appropri- 
ating lru/1 and confidence in the merit ard virtue of 
Chrill'a blood; offered to the finner in particular for 
his pardon and healing; which makes him reft upon' 
Chrift as hi* Saviour, and renture his (bill and fait*. 
tion upon his merit and pronnfe. In this healing 
faith of a diftafpd (inner, there is a particular accept- 
ance of and confident in a Ct veifiei Vbr ifi corres- 
ponding to that free gofpelofisr he makes of him- 

feiftothedilrreffed foul.- :Tnfc faith britgi- 

Jiim to a fixed refolution to lye at the phy Kuan's door, 
and depend upon him alone for belling. And it 
makes him caff open all the doors and rooms of his' 
f6ul to receive and entertain his phyfician. Now, tf 
'poor impotent foul, if there be fuch a faith as this 
brought in thee, then thy faith in Chrift mates the* 
whole. The healing balm i< applied, the cure be- 
gun, and fliall. fliojtly be perfccled. Be of rood 
cbeer, jfiy fas are jcrgiven %btt; Jeitts Cbrift 
maketb tbee vbole- 

It concerns you alfo, to try if the happy fruits ard 
effefls of this healing faith appear in* voty whertty 
vou may conclude, that the ftwigth of your 'difeale 
Is broken, by virtue of the blood of Chrift ■, and that 
Vou have got it applied for Coring your heart. Atheism. 
tardnefSf unbelief, friity eaniati^, and oartic nlar- 
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?y, yotir weeknefs of bands and feebhnefs of knees: 
fo that, tho* formerly they were ft weak and feeble, 
that you could not lift up tlw one, nor bow down 
the other in prayer with any fervency and livelinrfi';' 
yet now it ii otherwife: Then this is a good token that 
the fhength of the difeafe is broken, Clirift has taken 
you into his bofpita!, and has you Under care, by the 
daily application of his blood and lpirit and you are 
on the way of rtcomy.-i— s-^Can yoU fay further, 
That your drought i* greatly abated, your tblrft af- 
ter fin and the world j and that your appetite for 
foul-food, cimiimtiioit vilb Cbrifl in ordinance, ii 
happily increafed ? Can you bear tbe light better than 
before ? Bo you love (earthing fcrrnons \ AH thefe 
are good fignt. - i - Have you a high efteem of your 
phyfician, and do you entertain him kindly when he 
vifits you ? Have you recovered more flrength and 
willingnefs to ferve him ih the way of commanded 
duties i And have you a holy fear and jealoufy of 
every tiling that might bring on a relapfe into your 
old diflempers ? Then there is good boftc through 1 
grace, that your faith is a healing faith, the work 
of healing is begun, and fo far Carried on.' Chrifl iff 
our rock, and his work perfect- 

O then (lady to be thankful to your great phyfi- 
rian, faying, What (hall I render to the Lord for all 
his benefits towards me ! Blefs the Lord, O my foul , 
una" forget not all his bencSts : Who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities, hraleth all thy direafes, and redeem- 
eththyfoul from deftriiction; who reneweth thy youth 
like the eagles, maketli thee run aud not weary, wall: 
and not faints— Dlefled be the God and Father of *ur 
I.ord J'.fus Chrift, who according!*) his abundant mer- 
cy, hath begotten us again to a lively hope, by the re- 
f'lrreflion of Jelut Chrifl from the dead, to an iithe- 
ritauce incorruotible and undefcltd. m&\V».\. SsSu^vbc- 



?*>ay, referred in btaven far us. Then the cure 
(hall be fully perfected, and «e (hall dwell always 
jwCdeaur pliyiician, and etijoy perf'tft and uninter- 
rupted health for ever and ever,»Expicls your thsnk- 
fulnefs while your are here, by being witneffes fcr 
Chf id, Jbirtins "i light! before others, cornp'rnding 
Clir'ift and hii way* to them, hating all On, /attain- 
ing from it ; reproving fin in others, and tefhfying 
a>ainit it. Be meek and Iswly in your carriage ; 
deal uprightly with all nicn ; love all that bear CbrilV* 
jmage ; be zealous fur family religion, tor f.ntlil'y- 
ing the fabbath, aiid attending God's ordinance!. 
Pray earneftly for the coming of Cbrift's kingdom j 
tipon the ear;h, and do all you can to promote it. 

Watch and pray aguinfl bacliil'dings and relapfes 
in(o old dulempers, and for tlia: end be humble and 
felf diffident, be denied to your own ftrengtli arid 
coniifl, and be always jealous; of your corrupt and 
deceitful hearts. Live by fail!? upon the Son of Gad; 
looking to him both for 1 ighteoufnefa and lliength. 
And bfcauGs you are environed with enemies, put en 
tie vibole armour of Gad, that you may be able to 
stand againfl the viilsi of tbt devil. Jt is not the 
armour of your own refolutions, it is the armour cf 
God, even the graces of his fpii.it. h is not tome 
graces or parts of that armour, it is the •aibolt ar- 
tncur, all the chriftiati'i grata* It U not enough to 
have the armtur in lbs boufe, or grace in the ha- 
bit ; no T it mull be put on, daily worn and exerctT- 
ed. God hath provided different pieces of armour 
for you, the fword of the fpirit, the fliield of faith, 
the helmet of hope, and the bread-plate cf righte- 
cu(iiefs : but there is nothing for the back, for God 
difowns runaways, Htb, x, 38. Jj ar.y man drav 
back, &c. 



A communion- sabbatb, %$c. 343 

ADVICE xis:. 

From Ejcob- xii. 14- 
is day shall be unto you for a memorial. 

the padbver-fcaft was a memorial both of tb«' 
deliverance from Egypt, ami the redemption 
ill j to a commiifiion sabbatb ii a memorial 
Iry remarkable things, and ought to be held 
10Q memorable day by every believer, ai it 
:o our remembrance the greateft erents aud 

. c-,mmunl6K-sahbatb is a lively memorial of 
s death, for the facracient adminiflered that 

breaking of bread, *nd pouring out of winet 
iubie reprefenmion of Chrift's death, by the 
ig of ChrhTs body, and pouring forth hii 
m thecrofi) an event which Gott will have 
bered to the end of the world, and thro* all 
y. Why 1 BecMiie by it God's perfections 
aliiy glorified, and the elect world redeemed 
ell. Chrifi did inftitute the ordinance to b* 
img monument of In? death While the world 

i Cor. xi. a6. " At often ai ye eat this bread, 
iuk this cup, ye do (hew the Lord's death tilt ha 
"■ And a monument of the wonderful love of 
a giving hi) Son, and of hit Son in gtfng him- 
be a facrifice for our fins, who were utterly 
thy of his love. By this memorial Gad would 
ai the ineflimaole value of Quid's death, as 
sited obligation that ever lie put upon the 

and that we ought to declare our gratitude 
1 for the favour, in the mod open and public 
x, and rely upon Chttft'i &ti\\\ i-wi ws&* 
! foundation of all out feme.* <& V**** 1 *^, 
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falvatiori.— — Tii. death of Jefus Chrill is the molt 
Worthy fubjed cftlic diienurfc und praife both of the 
fe&emed cm earth, and the glorified in heaven, ac- 
coidingto Jt«n. i. 5. , r. 3. 12. Hence it was 

UuU ^fo/e; and £(iuj *hen they came front heaven 
-to mount Tabor ta wait upon the Lord when tranf- 
fifeWtdf they 'nude choice nJ'Qiriil's death for the Tub - 
jedl-oftb«ire»DTerfatioii,I.Mi*is. 31. And with^ood 
reafen, fsr Cbfilti death was the fbiing and canfe 
of all their glory in heaven; neither Afoyij- nor E- 
Icai had Ibined there, if it had not been for ChrilVi 
deatb. 1 .:■' 

3. A conHrJimion sabbath is a fpecial mcwirlil to 
W of Cbrifl'i nfurrelfion from the grave, which was 
on the Mt day of the week, and hence called the 
J*ord's day, it being the moll honpuruble day to our 
Lord redeemer, and the niofl joyful day to alt the 
redeemed ; as it gave a clear proof of the perfec? 
tion of CbriiViiaCrifice that he offered todivinc juftice, 
and that our Surety's fatisfaflion mas accepted for 
our complete juth'Scation and ablohuion. Hereby 
it appeared that the elceVs debt was difihargtd, 
their redemption riiiiihed, and 'their cautioner Jibe, 
rated front prifgn. TJii? day Chilli was declared to 
be tbe Son a/God ^tib poucr. As his death did iliew 
him to be truly man, ib his refune&iun did mauifell 
him to be truly God, and the great redeemer of the 

world- rThis was the day of Chrill'i vielvry r.nd 

triumph, in which lie fdemuiy appeared to be the 
captain of our falvation, and obtained a gloriotn 
viclory over all his and the church's enemies. Ihis 
day he triumphed over the grave, death and hell, 
and over tin, Satan, and wicked men. Now deata 
was unllingttd, and the grave loll its pnrchafe, the fcr- 
pent'n head wa» bruited, ttit yi*eu of hell van, 
" ; Qted t R(ld they wetp a\\ foalW*^ 'O'J '*») *8?*^ 
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Lit* wife Chr'ift by his refurreflion, M die head of the 
church give to all the member* of his body a fure 
pledge and earned of their rcfurre£tioa from t!ir grave 
at the lalt day, to immortality and eternal life. And 
on this day be rcfled from all hi* worki of f offering 
and redemption! and rejoiced in the review of them 
with infinite delight and complacency. Now * 
communion fabbatii is a bright memorial of this glori- 
oui day, which is to be had ineverlsftmgremembrancev 
O believer* rtmember it with thanktuluefi and joy. 

3. This day it 1 memorial of your spiritual refur- 
reflion and aevj birtli, ai it declares your reception in- 
to God's family, and feali yoor title to the privilege! 
rf Wu children, that you are bom heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Chrid of the heavenly inheritance, 
And tho* the Lord's Pepper be not a converting ordi 
nance in its own nature, yet tba preaching of a mi- 
ofied Chrift this day, has been tire rnrans of convert- 
ing many thoufandi, and, in many others, of begin- 
ning the pangs and forerunners of the new-birth, to 
wit, faving conviftions of fin, and 1 enquiries after Chrift, 
and falvation thro' him, which have landed in their 
conveilion. O pray that it may be fucb a day to you 
and many others. 

4. 1 his day is a memorial of yorir marriage day; 
becaufe on it you enter into, or renew your marriage 
covenant with Qirift, the bridegroom of the church. 
Milliners by the golpel-offers court your fouls to 
Chrift, faying, as thofe did to Rebecca, Gen. xxxiv, 
58. " Will you go with the man Ciirifi?" On the com- 
munion day, you fulemnly give your anfwer as (he did, 
We will go ; and at the Lord's table you feal your en- 
gagement to him. Likewife this day is a memorial 
of the confammatiou of your marriage with Qirift at 
the great day, when Jie will come to «ctiit te» 



A comwuwm tabiatb, 
.fed bride, and coaduft Iier to the King's pa- 

fljoy and triumph. O prepare and toi.-g for 

he oommur.ioi] fahbath is a memorial of vour 

ti a Zj}*t which wa* tliecaufe of your redeem. 

ath> At thin ordinance you draw virtue from 

:ath of Chriir, to kill lin and mortify ftrong 

Many wrellliag believers hare been enabled, 

■ occafion, to give a death's woynd to thefe 

and idoU titey bad buen long fliuggliiigjigaiult 

re. Relbtve then, iu Chrifl'i llrength, that Gn 

I not out-ltK this day j it is mpfi jull to revenge 

death of On.,, upon it. 

i. A communion labbaih is a wemariolnf Chrift'i 

tqueft and par matt . n : Fcr on ilds Jay Cfnifl: iVe- 

ently itcitvea the fruit and reward of the travail 

his foul and his bitter agonies, by overcoming 

earts, depoGng Salan from his throne, and deliver- 

Ag fouls from tins thraldom, and tranlUting them 

nto his own kingdom. And, at this occaliou, ail 

worthy communicants do, as it were, nut a crown of 
glory and honour upon Quilt's Lead, \>y renouncing 
[ill, Satan, and all that bad exercifed dominion over 
:hent before, and giving their fjll and hearty coufent, 
;hat thrift alone ihall reign over them for ever. m 
thrift is fo delighted with this, that he clteetna itu 
ii; coronation day, Cant. iii> 1 1, Q come then and 
yield your hearts to Chrift, and pray that the coin- 
11 union day may be a day of Iris coronation and cjwv 
]ueit, when linuers (hall give their free and willinf 
: on lent to the dethroning of Satan, and entbranini 
>f King Jefus; come under Chi ill's fceptre and gi 
.eminent, and abandon all hi* enemies ; foe he hi' 
3elt right to the throne, and the jufieft title W ity 
•rgr. you. 
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7. A communion fabbath is a lively memorial and 
emblem of the everlajling fabbalb above, and the 
heavenly feafl there that ll.all never end, which Chrift 
hath purchaied and promifed to his people. Why I 
becaule on a comoiunionrfabbath here, there is an af- 
fembling of God's people to give thanks for redeem, 
ing love, and to feed upen Chrift and his purchafe, 
with fatisfacTion and fongs of praife* In like man* 
lier, in the heavenly fabbath, there will be a great 
gathering of all the (Vil^s thro' nil the world, to 
admire and praife God for redeeming goodneft, and 
to fit do»vn and feaft with Chrift for ever, upon the 
benefits of his purchafe. O how great is the plenty, 
variety, the fulntfs of provifion and fatitsfaclioii 
which is at the upper table ! there they feed upon 
eternal redemption from hell and wrath, perfect 
freedom from iin and Satan, and from all afflicTion* 
aml complaints t They tied upon the gioiicus pre- 
fer.ee of God in human nature, the conllant Ihinings 
of his face and intinjatioi.s of his love ; £he bright 
difcoveries of the works cf God in creation and 
providence, and efpecially in the redemption of 
men by Chiili. And in thisifeftival they have perfect 
fatisfaclion, joined with eternal longs of praife. But 
O how far will the communion fabbath above excel 
thofe we have here bi-low ! Here we have often to 
nrix our praife.* with uiouruirg and tears, becaufe 
of iin prevailing, or the fpirit withdrawing. Here 
JudafcSy and unworthy guefts thruft in among the 
difcipies ; but at the higher table there is no fach 
rnixtme, all is puie and holy, and theie is nought* to 

allay their joy Here our communion fabbaiha 

are ibon over, and ha\e nights, week-dv^ ^sA. 
trials to fueled them \ battle towit»»Yv\«^ \a^«?^ 

altave. tl,c feafh mufic. inr\ ^t(^\y wt «h«\»S 
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and mear>s to prepa 
bath ; and in ail o«li 
en the heavenly felli 



befe (lisi ; fabbatbs 



From Jerem. iii. 15. 
ffev) shall 1 put tbeeameng tbecl 
1 jbah call me, My Father. .-* 

TH O' there be great nsoHntatn 
in the way of tinner's fa!vati» 
hU free mercy, hath found out an e> 
over them j eveir by mating choice 
Cod aid father -in Chrifh-_That j 
his grace the niore> take a view oi 
that lye in the way. God might fay 
put thee among the children of my f 
the elF*pring of apdRate and rebt 
who ungrate fully departed from Go 
provocation, fold chemfelves to the 
drudgery, and rebelled a gain It a moi 
■nd loving Father ? And how fhall I 
have finned aftur the (imilitude of 
my children ? Haw lli:ill I be re 
treacherous dealers ?<^_ Again he r 
(hall Ipatybu among my children, v 
lied rebels in the hands of my in ill 
Whom I am engaged by my truthVto 
fiid, The foul that fmneth (hall die 
burning mountain of juflice, in the 1 
Fat/on; how fhall ttievcy %tx oier ; 
Jhv> Jhall I j>ut jou anMiu> m 3 
*«Jrts «rc full oE eiwrnty "fr™ 6 
*"*Ur «r>/» JMCta plott^S ** fi 
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r ing him to fight againfl me, and poll the crown off 
5 my head?— — Hottjhall I put'you among my ebd- 
i.drcrt, who are fu deformed, polluted and loathfome 
creatures, as black as hell can make you, who 
have all your day* been walloping in the mire, 
and drenched in the puJdle of im.—llowjball I 
put you ammg my children, who have been 
' all your days Satan's vallah, drudging at his word, 
* grinding in his prilim, and ferving divers lulls and 
pinafores ?_— 11'jvi Jliall I put you among my chil- 
dren, who are impotent and lame, cannot run my 
. errands, nor move one Hep in my fervice, nor da 
, any thing to pleafe or glorify me ?—- — Haw Jball 
I put you among my children, who lute my chil- 
' drcn and my image in them, and have prefeired the 
devil's children to mine i — —Row fijlt I put you 
, among my children, that hate the children's bread, 
and chule rather to feed on hulks with the fwine I 
Howjball I put you asnng my children, that ne- 
ver liked my children's work, never loved prayer, 

praife, nor any fpiiitual employment ?— — ■ How 

jball I put yiu among my children, who are Tinners 
in Zion, have fitteu many years tinder gofpel of- 
fers and calls to come to Chrift, and have flighted 
them all, and bolted the door again!) my dear Son, 

and quenched the motions of my fpirit? How 

Jhatl I tut you among the children,: who have been 
i'j impenitent and haid hearted all your days, as 
never to drop one tear for any of all the black and 
being** fins you have committee! againfl me ' - — — 
How jhall I put you among the children, who have 
never kept one word to me, but have broke all 
your baptifmal engagements, and gone over to the 
devil's camp, ami harbouteo, to^ M««weV\ ttW« 
it it that God can come oiw tafe '<**f aB ^? M ^* 



152 'faiitig bold of God-t covenant/, &t 
O communicanti, fee always to bring Chril 
long with you, in jour covenanting with ( 
never think of covenanting with hira but hy i 
jice : biing the sacrifice of ChriR'i dtath to I 
for the breach of the fiifl emit riant, and bring 
turety/bip to anfwer for your iaithfulurfi in 
fecond, otlienvife you can revrr call (Jod you: 
tlier, nor le taken in among hi* children.— 
member you are all engaged in this covenar 
your parent* undertaking for you i;i lisptifm; 
as Toon as yrn are capable, God will have j( 
renew it personally ard explicitly, snd to i 
fcniible of yenr breaking this covenant, in rut 
away from ChrifTs colours, and in going ov< 
the uYvil'i camp; and deeply fenfible of y^u, 
ly, in dchjiog and {landing rut fo long sj 
ChriiVs gracious rails and free ifTcra. (1 come 
po-'uent prodigals and mourning bacljlidert, 
your faces Zion-ward, weeping its ye go, 2 
t.i enter into Gcd'i covenant, and give yonrf 
away unto the Lord, who is your liglittu] a-\ 
Since Uirift comes to you at this occafiort, s 
Jlrcami of blood, it is furely pioprr that you 
him with /.reams of tears for lin, that caufri 
blood to be poured forth as water ; and that 
tome prefrntly to sn open rupture with all his 
mies, and particularly with your unbelkf, jour p 
your piflion, your hypocrify, and other fins that 
pierced him. Break with them nil, and conae to 
with tin a_]propi iating ac\s of faith, faying, my 
tier, my Lord, and my Gad. 



T 
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ADVICE XXL 

From Luke v. 26. 

y glorified God, saying, we have seen strange 
things to*day. 

1 

'HOSE, who have been attending ordinances 
ought to recollect what they have been fee- 
doing and hearing, .and to be fuitably affc&ed 
•with. Self-examination is needful after com- 
icating, as well as before it. Had you the 

of faith open to fee and obferve the goings of 
!*od and King in his fan&uary ; you may then 
on the evening of a communion fabbath, We have 
ftrangcand marvellous things to 'day. You 
; feen the bloody tragedy of Chrift's fuffe rings 
fie 1 j ted and re-a&ed ; ■ Chrift with garments dipt 
ood fighting a bloody battle for us ; in which 
glory of the divine attributes are wonderfully 
ayed : Behold the free love and mercy of God, 

was highly offended with us, yet contriving 
redemption, and giving the fon of hi* love to 
for us, who were his enemies ; and f m* this end 
ting a new thing in the earth, the incarnation 
in infinite perfon, making a woman, a virgin, 
e the mother of him that created her ! God in- 
>ate is a world's wonder. Jer* xxxi. 22* A 
ige thing ! The Son of God confents thus to 
ihle him IV If and die for condemned criminals ; 
ter than he would fee ele& finners plunged into 
bottomleis gulf of eternal mifery, in his love 

pity he would put himfelf into it to keep them 
I— —Here infinite wi/dom difiglvitA. V& ^Sk*^ 
a way to fatisfy juftice Vci pwtvAxvw^^vcv ^Ssewe^ 
at the fame time to mta&y ^^^i ^ ^ 
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ing tbe finner freely ! A Orange device i Ju/lm 
and Mercy are reconciled, and kifa one auotber w 
man's redemption by Chrift'* death, the demand* of 
both are anfwered, and the glorj of both equally 
dllcovered.— -— Here is feen the (event? of juftice, 
and hercencfs of God's wrath agaiaft fin, in not ! 
fparing his innocent Son when lie became our (urc- 
ty, nor abating him one farthing of the debt 1. — ~ 
Nay, be awaked the fword of juRice againfl him, 
and poured out the vials of hit wrath upon him, 
wbkh kindled a fire in his foul, made him fwei: 
and fall to the ground ; and there, he that made the 
heaven! lay grovelling in the anguifli of his fpirit, and 
fWeating clods of blood ! O how heavy was the burden 
•f guilt that prefled bit foul at tbii time ! 

Yon have feen a ftrange thing, blood (Irear.iing 
forth of marvellous virtue, that can foften heard, 
tho' harder than a lione ; that can heal all the 
wounds given you by the old ferpent ; that cat 
waft away the deepeit Mains of guilt, and make 
creatures black as hell, whiter than fnowl and 
tho' many thoufands have been cleanfed by it, yet 
the flrearri is no wife defiled; but nil! is pure and 
clear as cry Dal! You have feen the amazing humi- 
liation of the Son of God for vile worms 1 — —a 

flrange thing ! he was made a worm, a clod of 

dull; yea, made fin for us ! flrange! that be who 
thunders in the heavens, Ihould be brought to lye 
in the manger, and cry in the cradle l That he who 
framed the heavens, (hould work with a carpenter 
in his trade ! That the great Judge of all tbe world, 
fhould be brought to the bar, accufed as a male. 
Jailor, condemned and crucified betwixt two 
thieves, that fuch criminals u "jva ■mvjb.s. have a 
room among the Uefle&l IomlXon* ta4« VbA. 
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'of Life deprived of life, to purchafe life for you ! 
fpotlefs Holme's made (in, and eternal Bleflednefs 
made a curie to redeem you from fin, and the 
curfc due to it ! A ftrange thing 1 for the Holy One 
of God to make fuch an exchange with you, to 
take the curfe, to give you the bhfTngl to take 
fhame, to give you glory ! to take death, to give 
you life! to take your fins, to give you his righte- 
oufnefs ! A ftrange thing ! to fee the righteoufnefs 
of ' one man, a robe large enough, and fufficient, 
to cover many thnufands, fo as not one fpot of 
guilt can be feen in them by the eye of infinite jus- 
tice !•— A ftrange thing ! to fee Chrift willing to 
have his fide opened, to fatisfy doubting fouls of 
the reality of his love, that you might look into his 
beart, and fee it panting with love to you, and 
hear him faying, as to Thomas, u Be no more faith- 
left, but believing !" Strange ! to fee him bowing 
'his bead 011 the crofs, to yvhifper comfort into your 
ear) faying now It is finijhtd ; I have drunk the 
brook in the way, even the whole river of God's 
wrath, fo that there is not one drop left for you ; 
every believer's debt is paid ! A ftrange thing i 
to behold the Father pleafed to fee the bruifes, a- 
gonies, and fufferings of his dear Son, that his ene- 
mies might be eternally freed from them 1 

.A ftrarge thing ! to fee death conquering death ; 
the death of Chrift conquering all his and our ene- 
mies ! If any had feen Chrift entering the lifts with death, 
and hell, law and juftice, he might have ftood a- I 
mazed, and faid, O what will come of this cham- 
pion that is engaged with fuch ftrong enemies? 
But ftay a little, and you ftiall fee him lead capti- 
vity captive, triumphing csvtt tawa. ^% "«^ ^^^ 
M he came for, out ot tVve Vise* c& ** ^^ 

When Thrift wa« ImmaYit to tat ^cS^«0^^^ 
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have thought that devils, wicked men, and deatht 
were triumphing over him ; but the word faith, thai 
on the crass be spoiled principalities and powers ; 
and made ajbe-a of tbem openly, triumphing over 
tbem in it. A ftrange myflery ! while enemies weie 
fcoffing and intuiting him, Chrili is triumphing over 
them t A glorious conqueft Child's was, for be not 
only fubdued his enemies, but conquered tbem fo fif, 
as to make them ufeful and ferviceable to him and 
his people ! let us admire the conquer! and the con- 
queror: tbo* he was de^iPed by men, yet, like David 
he glorioufly fubdued Griiab, that defied the armies 
of the God of Israel ; He null .rd the head of the 
old lerpent that had bruifed his heel, and enflaved hit 
elett : aud be put all his other enemies to flight ! 

A flrange fight \ou have feen to-day, God com- 
ing over the greateft mountains of difficulties, to 
pardon and five finners ! taking rebels to be bit 
children and favourites ; and exalting them above 
angels that never finned '. You have feen the king 
of glory courting poor Haves, black Ethiopians, and 
inviting them with out ft retched arms to come and 
match with him, and fealing the marriage covenant 
with his blood ! You have feen him make a rich 
fcaft to tbem, and welcome them te feed on a cru- 
cified Chrift, and ill his purchafc ! Behold the 
heavenly pelican, that feeds bis young ones with 
his blnod! I'.jw amazing is the fight, that God 
ihould not only fcaft, but feal a marriage-covenant 
with you, whofe dejeent* is baft, whofe per foil it 
ugly, whofe portion is nothirg but difeafes and mi- 
fery ! O what ftrange fights have yen feen to-dav 1 
you have feen the love of Chrift, the worth of fouls, 
the price of pardon, m tt&V&tm oi ** W^Jier 
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. table, to which many of your friends and acquaint- 
ances are gone, where the feaft will never end I 
Yoli have feen, to-day, a ftrange aft of mercy to 
guilty and ill dcferving creatures, who have ate 
and drank before the Lord, and yet on them he 
hath not laid hit hand ; be bath made no breach 
upon any, as on Ustiab, Nadat, Abrbu, or the 
men of Bctbjbemtfi ! He hath not (truck any dead 
with the bread in their mouths, or cup in their 
hands ; nor fent any from the table to hell, tho' 
you mull acknowledge you deferved rather to have 
had a cup of wrath put in your band, than a cup 
of ble fling. A ftrange fight ! that gof^el offers 
are yet continued to thofe who have abufed many 
facramenta, and fermons 1 that Chrift fiiould be 
ft retching out the fceptre of grace, and offering 
pardon and mercy to thofe who have crucified Lira 
afrelh, and trampled his blood under foot. 

Have you feen evidences of gracious changes 
wrought on hearts and wills by the word, feenre 
fouls awakned, blind eye* opened, proud creatures 
humbled, carelefi tinners made to cry, away with 
tbe world, and give me Chrift ; , — None but Chrift. 
1 count all things but lofs and dung in comparifon 
of Chrift and his righteoufnefs. Thefe are ftrange 
fights, with which you fhould be much affected, lb 
as to hate fin, love CliriQ, blefs God and glo if/ 
hint with your heart', tongues and lives. It is the 
end nf all God's works that we ihould glorify him. 
Oli t the bell have reafon to lament that they are 
fo little affected with -the marvellous things fee be. 
fore them in the word and facrament ! Surely 
when yru compare the rock whence ■jaa^tVa-wa., 
and that on which GorA fete vo»\ mA. n*W«\ t» 
conftder the Inw A..« C.W.Pi l«> xna&fc va V«<iw£s 
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have caufe tobe amased at hit loye f add aw 
ed at yeor own ingratitude,^ in being fc 
ft&ed with his marvelous loving kindiiefc, or M 
ed for fin that was the canfe of all his fwfejfe 
O let the ftrange and wonderful tokens of Qq 
love yon have been feeing, and Hurting of in- 
facrament* eagafee. you to radrei thaJrirfbitteJi 
heart and life. Have yon been, wafltinfe jfbisr/g 
white in the blood of the Limb ?.* bfc carefM «a*| 
them clean, and do not defile thetn again ■!»{ 
mire of fin ; remember yoar vorts, aid IfeepVi 
face ftHl towards your father's hoofe, whicli 1 
pare and undefiled dwelling; yod cannot < fate; 
thy hands or feet tbitaer, for no unclean * thing 
ters there, TfaL xciii. 5, Holintft bteometb 4 
ioufh Lord) for ener 9 

ADVICE XXII* 

From Luke vi. ai. 

Blessed are ye that hunger now, for ye sbak 

filed. 

IN fcripture, hunger and tbirfl, when applied 
fptritual things, import the fame thing 
vif, a ftroag deiire after fpiritual and heave 
good things; which defire implies fpiritual lift 
feeling fenfe of want, and a longing for food 
the foul, together with the ufe of all proper me 
to obtain it. Now, the main object of this b 
ger or third is Jgfus Cbrtft, or God in CtfrHV, Fj 
xlii. 1, 2— Ixiii. 1. ..Now there are many thu 
in Chrift which the hungry foul doth defire ; ai 
Chrift's blood, as the VouY* ranfarai wd clean! 
fountain. — 2. Chnft'a SpYfa, a& >tofc 'fcwfc* *f 
ner, comforter and guxde.— V Qwf&S \\^s 
*• " as the &uh cUrtfot *»* ^wfiwwvw- 
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drift's word, as tbe foul's daily food and cordials. 
—5. Chriii's flipper, as the foul's feaft and pledge 
of heaven. 6. ChriA's graces, as the foul's 

, riclies and ornaments.— 7. Chrift's way, or ho!i- 
, nefs in heart and life, u the foul's path to heaven. 
—8. Chriii's day, as the foul 1 * weekly market-day 
for getting in provifiotis neceffary for working, 
journeying, fighting, Ac. — 9. drift's manfions, ■• 
cove, as the foul's dwelling place for eternal com- 
munion with God and bis faints. — Now, if ye 
would be truly Mefied, ye mull hunger and thirft 
for thefe things, firmly believing that in thefe your 
true happinefit doth lye, and not in the world or 
fenfual things. 

Again, fee that your hunger be of the righ kind, 
that it be infatiable, fu that nothing can put off 
or fatisfy it but Ghrift ; the truly hungry foul will 
not be pleafed with the bed duties, ordinances, mini, 
den, ft-rmona, facraments, or anv thing without 
Chrifl. The hungry foul will adventure on the greateft 
difficulties for Chrifl ; be will part with any thing 
for h'un t All the treafures, honours, mufic, or 
ctmforu of life, cannot fatisfy him, none hut 
Chrifl the foul's food. True hunger will put him 
upon the life of all means, and make him content 
to take Chrifl on any terms, and put a blank in 
his hand, and fay, Lord,vbot would tboubave me to 
do t I'll fubferibe to any thing, only give me 
Chrifl give me food to my ftarving fout. 

Sach hungry fouls are bleffed, becaufe he hath 
promifed to fatisfy and fill them. It is God that 
creates the appetite, and excites the hunger, and 
therefore be will fatisfy it. The hungry are the 
moll eamefl and importunate feeQJNta * **■ '6msk«. 
of grace jjtnd fuch he has, ^icTOifei w» \*a«, "U»Vt 
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alms, and he proniil'es that thole who -wail for bin 
Jballnat be ajbamcd, Ifa.xlix. 13. The proud, 
the rich, the full and felf righteous will go away, 
if the door be not prefendy opened, hut the hun- 
gry will aik, feek, knock, and knock again, and 
wait till God think fit to open, and grant an alms. 
Thofe God is bound by his word to fatiafy. He it 
their father, and hath the bowels of a father to pity 
his children. He hears the ravens and young 

lions when they cry, and feeds them, and wilt he not 
hear hit own children, and (ill their hungry fouls? 
Yes, he hath promifed it. 

But what is thatjtfj he promifes to the hungry? 
Anste. He fills them w'vCn divint discoveries, as with 
the knowledge of God's grtatnejs and majefly, fo as 
to make them fenlible of their own notliingnefs ; 
and with the knowledge of God's goodnefs and fres 
love to finnwa in Chriit, fo as to make them fall in- 
to raptures of admiration, and cry, Who is a Gad 
like unto thee, that pardonetb iniquity t Micah vii. 
1 8, He fills them with a difcovery of the excellency 
of the gofpel remedy for perilhing fuuli, fo as to make 
them fay, it is a device every way worthy or God : 
Chrift's mediatory offices, his covenant, his righte- 
oulhefs, his blood, his puicbafe and fulnefs, do no- 
bly anfwer all our foul's wants and ueceflittes ; they 
deliver us from fin and niilery, and they bring ui 
grace ard glory,__— He fill; his hungry people with 
gispeUframists, by letting them fee their name in 
them, and giving them faith to take hold of them, 
and apply them. Many a fweet fill do thev get 
Irani t'uch promifes as thefe, Jcr. xxxVi. 40. E%ek. 
xxxvi 36, a8. 3er. M, iv \ "Join ii. 1. Ram. 

xri. 20. Htb. sin. ^ ■ — ^ e M«*«m ■wtsSi *«■ "n- 

timations of the "vmTt\on ot *KW *w», w& »*S 
*>«tce and joy in beVie.Nvr.ft, fco*' "■ »V *» * 
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banilh their doubts and feara. What a fweet fill 
doth Chrlfl'a voice give them, fuch aa that in Mai. 
be. l. Luke xxiv. 36, 3!. Jfbn xiv. 17. Rom. 
viii. 1— He Gilt them with retoluthn and firengtb 
to conquer fin, perform duties, refill temptations, 
and bear afflictions ; when be fpeaka to them as to 
Paul, a Cor. xii. 9. or a* in If a. xli. 1 o. and 
xliii. a. He fills them by giving them Tweet re- 
turns affrayer, ajjurancc of bit love, and of bis 
gracious pretence with them.— He Ells them by 
making ever Cbrijl's fulness and purchafe to them, 
and by giving them Piigab wiiwj of the promifed 
land, and will at lad fill them with glory. 

It ii only the hungry that fliall be filled, the 
needy, the humble and felf-denied, for tbc ricb are 
ftni empty aviay, Luke i. 53. the rich, that is, 
tboTe who are filled with a . conceit of their own 
flrengtb and fuffieiency, their gift* and performan- 
ces, and go about to eftablilh a righteoufnels of 
their own, and fee not their need of Chrift : Thofe 
[hall go empty away, for they do not prixe Chrift, 
nor are willing to come up to hi* terms.— They 
go away empty of Chrift and his riches ; but alas, they 
go away filled with pride and fclf-conceit, filled with 
love to fin, love to the world, and love to their own 
righteoMfnefi. O thit b a miserable fill ! 

O hungry fouls, blefo God that gives you thii ap- 
petite, when otheri are rich and full in their own 
conceit, labour to preferve this appetite, and wait 
about G oil's hnufe and table, where foul-food is to 
be had ; and blefs him even for the (mailed crumbs, 
as when he gives you a greater hatred of {in, a 
higher efteem of Chrift, a greater defire *fet **W- 
holinefs, a reflJeffnefi without C\wft. % 4 *«KswB**«' 
a pin with all for Chrift, or fttw%« «Sota»w* ■"> 
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cleave* to Chrift and doty. Thefe crumhs are wor- 
thy of 'thn ; i .;, tho" ye be not filled with joy and 
peace in ■oelirving. Wait on the Lord, and wait for 
hira in every ordinance and duty or his appointment) 
believing him to be faithful who bath fiid, Tbey Jball 
riot it ojhamed itrbo •mail for me. 

Obj*&. Some may fay, we have waited long, and 
have not got a crumb. Ans-a>. Some eminent fainti 
hue bean put to cry, Haia hug viilt tbm forget nt, 
SLurif Jball it be fir ever, Fill. xiii. But they muO 
wlh in the ufe of means until God's time come, and 
•dore the fovereigntv of God in his dealings with ihem. 
Hit people have refigned themfelves to the care and 
wiHo'm Of God, who knows what is be ft for them ; 
befcvtng there is a time coming when Gftl will malt 
Up all -their leffra, believers, there is a fill it. 
maiding fur you above, that will Toon make you for. 
get all Jfc-ur day e of fc amity here below. 

ADVICE XXIII. 



Let tie redeemed of the Lord toy to. ■ 



WHAT i. it fob perfont OmuM fay ? Let then 
both fay and ung of God's geodnefa and me* 
cy to them ; for («f all men) the redeemed of tit 
Lerd have molt reafbD to be thankful Cor ChriJPi 



d i fling ui thing mercy in freeing them from the law"! 
curies and Satan's power, from the guilt, dominion, 
and punifhn-ent ef tin ; from the fling of death, and 
the wrath to come, fldititn wte, redeemed both from 
fin and hell. 
9. How may I taw* \ \ -» """V^S 
tbe redeemed °S *■» Lor " *" T ** * 
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marks. - Did you ever fee your flavery and bon- 
dage b]< nature, fn.trjat no left than an infinite prirc 

ai'd power could ranfom and liberate you ? — Was 
you fococviiiced,and humbled with the fight of your 
mifery, as to be content of freedom from it on any 

terms ? Have you ventured your fool on Chrift's 

merit and mercy, conformed to gofpeUoffert, beiag 
well pleafcd with the frame of the new covenant; 
and the felf denying way of faving fool* by Grift's 
imputed righteoofneli ?■ Are you content with 
Chrift to be your king and ruler, a* well ta your 

prteft and Saviour ? Have yoa given sro yourfelf 

to the Lord to live for him. defirous that bU love 
may always con II rain yeu to do his mill i O then, 
yon any toactadt, 70* »re among t0« rtdectned of 
the Lord, and that bit hkfled body was brake, and 
trie blood filed to f'Mrfbn yon. 

Peculiar scafow have yon to extol bis gaodnels 
tad .mercy above others. Why i lie bath opened 
your tyet to iae the beauty of yoar -Redeemer, and 
the ways of liolinefs, when other* remain in blind- 
neft!— He hath opened your etirsta bear the joy- 
ful found, and fall Hi with it, when others are deaf 
to it!— He hath loofed your tongues to pray and 
praife, when other! are dumb and tongue-tied ! He 
hadi opened your hearts to entertain Chrift crucified, 

when other* (hut hint oat | He hath brought you 

to a fctlitif of the evil and harden of fin,' when o- 
thera are without feeling I— —-He hath given you 
affttilts for ipsritual food, when other* relilh no- 
thing but things earthly i -He hath given you 

the promts* and boftt of cornplear redemption from 
fin and mifery above, when other*: live without Chrift 
and without hope ! Let tie redeemed of ibt T-.<*«. 
tins Gag bjspnik Aam »!&.a&Kn*< -■■ 
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O believing communicants, redeemed of tbe Lord, 
give him thanks, and exprefs your thankfulnefs by 
your thoughts and actions, as well a* your words ; 
namely, by your high efleem of your Redeemer, and 
of his blood and righteoufnefs that purchaled all for 
you. - i By avoiding every thing that difhonoun 
him, and flying from the fins that are common and 
lalhiouable where you liver— By commending your 
Redeemer to thofe who know bun not. .By (land- 
ing up as vitntfftt for bin), and for his truths and 
ways, in the midll of a Chrift defpifing generation. 
By llriclly obfrrving the Lord's Day, as being a week- 
ly memorial of redeeming lave Hy longing for 

the enlarging of Chrifl's kingdom, and rejoicing at 
the news of it: and by putting honour on all the 
friends and lovers of the Redeemer. 

Ljfity, Shew your tbanklulnefs, by fngirg fia/ms, 
bymnt,and spiritual tongs, in praile of rtdetmint 
love, and of the Redeemer's perfon, office* and fob 
i'erings ; a fubjeft that can never be exhaulled. Sing 
prailes to the great God, that humbled himfelf to leave 
his high throne, and come doon to dwell in flefh, 
and die for us ; and to rife again and afcend to hea- 
ven, to take poffeili'in of the inheritance, and made 
accommodations for us there. On this account the 
ipirii calls us four times to Ting praifes in one breath, 
Pfal. xlvii. 6. " God is gone up with a ftiout ; firg 
prait'es to God, fwg praifes; fing praifes unto our 
king, fing pmifes." This ringing is moll acceptable 
to God, and profitable to ourfelves. As God makes 
it the eternal work of heaven, fo he would have tit 
frequently employed in it on earth. ,But Oh ! how 
do we firil here ! reformed churches abroad do far 
exceed us in the frecjUeTir.*) ol'.W&u'.->j.,wlifc>i do in 
tJ;e variety audi fwtetn^ol**™ tansi. 
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IT ought be the -great c oute wi .ntViJi 
perfom to renew their baptUmal cov«jiaj$.jb0» '• 
times, and by a private tranu&ioa wttfc~CHpaY;t».. 
take tbe beptifinal engagements apon tlbtrnftliM 
and thereby become chriftkuu by their- own ptHi*}* 
al confent aod furrender, as well as by tbeir parents 
dedication ; and afterwards go and feal tbis tran&o 
tion publicly, by partaking of the Lord's fopper* 
Concerning this, I have given dire&toos in Tbe young 
communicant* s catecbiim * ' Only I would en- 
treat all my readers, for Cbrift's fake, and their own 
foul's fake, to beware of going about this work m 
a (uperFxial or formal manner, and of reding upon 
lip-labour, and tbe external part of duty.. ■ .Q 
never be eafy until }ou inwardly and heartily dole 
with Chrift, according to the gracious gofpel-ofier 
which God makes unto you. lake no reft till yon 
get your fouls united to Chrift by a true faith, and 
favingly renewed aod changed from nature to grace 
by the efficacious working of the holy i'pirit in ie» 
generation. And as you are to dole with Chrift 
by faith in your firft Cjowtt&on* Co you muft ftqdy 
to live all your day a a Wfe oi &tiX\ wv ^o& Vj& <£ 
God, always making nfe oiVvm* *\&\^\\v%*wv\ss* 
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for right=oufnefs and (Vrength. I Dull fay no more 
by way of preface, but proceed to branch forth the 
cbriftian's work and exercife in this lower world, in 
the following fcripture-prccepts and directions. 

BireSion I. Let tbe world never come in God's 
room. Beware of the love of tbe world ; often 
think upon that awakening word, 1 John ii. 151 
Love not tbe world, neither tbe things tbat are in 
tbe world ; If any man love tbe world, tbe love of 
tbe father is not in blm. Oh, this is the ruining fin 
of multitude*, their love to, and complacency in the 
thing! of the world. Nay, the molt part of men 
are damned for loving the world too much, and lov- 
ing God too little— Jle member the fader holds ye 
take of the world, the loofer are your holds of 
Chrift ; and the more yon get of the world, ye have 
the greater account to make to him that gives it, 
and has made you the (reward of it ; therefore ufe 
your money and goods for hit fervice and honour: 
Yon moll anfwer for your riches, but your richea 
cannot anfwer for yon — ... . — Alio, remember if ye 
fet your heart* on the world, it will be all tbat 
yob will get ; to have a competent portion of things 
earthly is a mercy, but to have earthly things for 
our portion is a dreadful tnilerj. Wherefore, while 
your band is in thi* world, let your heart be in heaven. 
Let the buGnefi of your foul b; tbe buGnefs of your 
life. 

.DireB. II. Keep uf tbe same opinion now of tbe 
things of tbe world, tbat you will have wbeny,n 
come to die. You fee what a low price men fet up- 
on the riches, pomp and. ^ary <A 'Cot ■woiA -w\«.-p. 
they are dying i Had you, tbe faro* ■Craw^ * 
thefe things how, I am lute won wwiSft. **_"^°^ 
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the fini cf every day, and apply tbc 



.filing them away. Thin 
;konitigs with God and cunfcience, 
f. not have old fcorea u clear when 
■ death-bed. Likewife at thefe com- 
erery man aft hiinfclf, what is ray 
'and condition i Would I be willing 
and die in the frame and dilpofition I 
* i And I know not but I may be at 
iii moment, U if my friends were. 
'tine draggling with the pangs of death on 

IV. Begin early in tbeftrviee of Gad, 
k* tie days of youth, Keel. xii. i> There 
tang cannot begin their fervice to God ; 

Gad defiret it, to Ihow Gcd'i delight \ 
'ety. We fee the fcripture commends . * 
for in it ii recorded with honour, that 
wmutl ininiftered to the Lord, 1 Sam. ii. 
it commended for his tender heart for -" 
I lender yens, a Kings >xii. 19. Clirill ( : 
with the hofannahs of the chil- 
him, Maitb. it. 15. 16. When 
youth fought God for wifdotn, it it 
■eeb fleafid the Lord, 1 Kings iii. 10. 
'» commended for his early piety, 1 Tim, 
God fays to Ifrael, I remembtr iba 
of thy youdfe, Jer. ii. a. And here commends 
f one to begin loon, Eccl. xii. r. The 
RSciple. was noft beloved, and leaned on 
beam. —Now ii tlie proper time, O young 
4* making your acquaintance with Gat, 
'hying a good founAwwra fat -tat <««*■ ■■* 
Repentance a eafieft m 'jwa.wap i««^ 
eft rooted. Satan** fjfot\*» _**""r -, J£"*ni 
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lo& oft good conscience, wfidjke lo6'of ctenNt 
gjory, for a whole ,worid;vfaf left Jo* a- final t trnji 
of itfc at many. Aw /do* .Think ■ mUok' ufp* tb(} 
text* ftLatth. ?&u a$- <."-■■ v **•. 

DirvB* III. Je notjfrangers to yourselves, im$ 
ojfe* commune *fe6'j*#f» **» txtrts * *dijfefi*d 
Pf*L iv* 4. WjjjM othetf art cctafuiifig #d £mjlt 
biting, Uwir nojghUurt, be • y*>* fanning apd-ftft 
fiirwfc yourfal*** Sel£4*wttfitio«~ j* a : wafts jj£ 
ceuVy dutyt ExaeHue jtoiM&veti jft$et Wj^T; " 

•tfinaoce, what good* jo* ggfcjbfr ..jt*. what* eM ' 
mtnt you gave you* Saviour il Aft? ho** wcjfe. 
heart* a£eQed< b^ fuo> t .word, 4** Gqb1i*w» 
ypuD heart* about jftfec tkte tei ltfavekite JfcM%ef,«f 
your errant. 8at* by yinw ^iriuitl ftit^ti^ J^ri 
of yriri fpntutl flat* by 4te dtffchtn* *ui <3ft 
ternary a£t(o***o£ yo|t lbta* Judge of it by yet) 
httred of. Go> arid lore* to- Chrift,* and by the* cola 
fcience you- make of feore* prayer? and reading 
God's word* In. communing with* your hearty a> 
asong other things*: a& yourfelvea* wbatf are lik* ! 
lieft to bo your death«be£ thoughts and' wife* 2 
Will they not be inch as thtfe I O that I had; loft 
ed Chrift more,, and- the- world* lefs-? O' that I bad 
unproved' gofpeUopportunkier better ! O that I bad 
accepted Ghrtft's call* and offers more- reaAljr! Q 
that I- had fpent more time iri prayer and feerchW 
the fcriptures! O that J had been more fpiritoal 
and fervent In every duty! Aflc yourfelves, what ate 
theft fins or pr*aic«* which will be nioft frightful 
to look back- on»> when ye fee* yonrfelves jnib witfc 
in a Hep of God's tribunal? Study always tb keep 
up death-bed thoeghte ©fc x&ti^^i^Onnx^w with 

your hearts about theCt tYn»fc%i*$oA ^ut b< &^«& 

a1f& before voU jro lo bt& \J*> *«£»**«* \*m> 
tAe ac^unti.of ev*r* d*y \*&»* T«*>1* **■ 
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mourn over the fins cf every day, and apply the 
blood of Chril fur warning them away. Thus 
keep fliort reckonings with God and confeience, 
that you may not have old (cores to clear when 
you come to a death- bed* Like wife at thefe com- 
munings, let every man afk himfelf, what is my 
prefent Mate and condition ? Would I be willing 
to lye down and die in the frame and difpoGtion I 
am in juft sow ? And I know not but I may be as 
near -death this moment, as if my friends were 
looking oh me ftruggling with the pangs of death on 
my bed. 

DireB. IV. Begin early in tbefervice gJ God> 
and give him the days of youths Eccl. xii. i. Thefe 
who are young cannot begin their fervice to God * 
too foon ; God defires it, to fhow God's delight ' 

in early piety. We fee the fcripture commends 
young ones for it : it is recorded with honour, that 
the child Samuel miniftered to the Lord, 1 Sam* ii- 
18. Jofiab is commended for his tender heart for 
6od in his tender years, 2 Kings xxii. 19. Chrift f, 
was well pleafed with the hofannahs of the chil- 
dren that attended him, Matth. 21. 15. 16. When « 
Solomon in his youth fought God for wifdom, it is 
faid, tbefpeecb pleafed the Lord) 1 Kings iii. 10. 
So Timothy is commended for his early piety, • 2 Tim. 
iii* 15. And God fays to Ifrael, 1 remember the 
kindnefs of thy y outb, Jer. ii. a. And here commends 
to every one to begin foon, EccU xii. 1. The 
young difciple was moft beloved, and leaned on 
Chrin's bnfom.— Now is the proper time. O young 
people, for making your acquaintance with Goxi % 
and for \aym% a good SouwoVauow fat >toft xwa*. **» 
wme. Kept ntance is eaftelV \tv voowgw ^tew*\ , «* 
tthen Ms rooted, Satan* s gr^tefe' *A\*x^ <*f^ 

LcBers are not To Itt&Yrtcd, xYvfc **«*• ^ ^ 

v ^ 
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alfo appear wtb bitn in glory, Col. iii. 4 Let 
religion be your diverfion, but your bufine 
mind it as the one thing needful ; give all dilige 
to make your calling and election fure. M; 
fure your calling, and thus you make fure yon 
lecTion. If you would make fure your calli 
make it fure that you are united to Chrift by fa 
and that Chrift is the life of your fouls* - Do 
reft in convi&ions, nor in tears, or prayers or 
ties, nor in any thing ihort of Chrift. Prefs b 
for an intereft in Chrift, and for the afiuraoce oJ 
Affurance is attainable, and actually attained 
many ; and it is mod neceffary for cheerful obi 
ence, for bearing the crofc, rejoicing in the Lc 
giving thanks for redeeming love, and for perform 
maRy other duties of chriftianity* 

DireSt. IX. Let the rational foul govern, and 1 
body be fub ferment to if, 1 Cor. ix. 17. Alas, 1 
ny on the contrary make their fouls drudges to th 
bodies, and employ their noble faculties wholly 
devifiug how to pleale the flcfh* Ah, what fo 
are they who mind nothing but their bodies ! Wh 
they are the greateft enemies to their bodies, for 
{ fo doing, they forfeit the eternal happinefs of th 

■? bodies, as well as cf their fcuk. Whereas til 

who prefer their fouls, and mind them chiefly, tfc 
confulc the happinefs of their bodies, as well as 
their fouls ; for the body is never fo well as 
heaven; when fafliioned like Chiift's glorious boc 
then it is in perfedt and eternal health. 

DireSl* X. Study both to live and die in tbe cxt 
cife of repentance and godly mourning for fm y M 
v. 4. Some may think repentance a mclanclK 
word, but it is one of the fweeteii words in all t 
book of Gofl : It is a ^oGpd-dv&Y* for tbe Jaw 
"enant of works admitted ™> rcvwfcMKS. % \a 
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£ *fce effe& of Cod's free love iii and thro' Chrifl, to 
^.open the door of repentance to fallen (inner: ; it 
- doll drill his' blood to obtain it f.ir us, and it is 
31 l»is free gif: to w, A&ls v. 31, Sorely it is good 
B news to- hear that our Sovereign bids poor condeui- 
jl tied criminals, ttiat were brought to the place of 
£ execution) reJUHt, and' throw tliemfetvcs down at 
m . hi*' fe«y and they flis.ll get pardon. It »>j the 
. .firar both of John's and Qiriftv preaching, repent , 
I, fbr tin' kingdom of Gid if a* band. It was the fay- 
j i«g of a godly miniiler, " That if he were to die 

** in the pulpit, he would' wifli to die preaching 
, *• repentance ; and if out of the pulpit, he would 
. *< wifli to die praftifiiig rcpentaiwe."— - — Auguiriue 
" faith, << Repentance' is- the" fitted' dilpoGtion both 

* for dying christians and nilnWers.'' And it is 

i -written' of himfclf, that he' died with teafrf in but 
tfye>. weeping for fin. TWis a'diitynever out of 
fe;.fon ; therefore ftudy daily to keep' up a- tender 
and" mourning frame, maintain contrition of heart, 
and abhorrence oflin, and" for'that" end- take r every 
dafy a turn upott ntattnf- Calvary. Many think it a 
fad thing to be repenting- oil earth,- but it is a far 
Adder" tiling- to be repenting in hell* SeVV repent^ 
ance from God'fof Ghrift's fake; fay with' Bpbraitn, 
Jer. xryi. iS.Turn ■tiro*- to Mcond IJball be turn- 
ed, far tbo* art tbe Loriniy Godi 

_DWe8. XI. WbiUyon thindtbe nttcjjaryftttdy of 
bolinwfs or inherent rigbteoufatfi, let it ntKtr take 
fbeplaee of imputed right eou fitefi, Komi x. 3. Pfali 
Ixxi. 16'. Inherent righteoufnefs indeed is to be lov- 
ed, but imputed righteouihefi only it to be trailed j 
for tho* inherent rigbteoitfncfs or holitrefs be ■' ne. 
ceflary qualification! for heaven and fatvatton, and 
out evidence for it ;■■ .yet if i* imnuted ri^Lite- 
obGk& only that is the fc\oM*watv <»1\vas&™« 
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title to It. Let Chrift's name be dear to yau, Th 

Lord our Righteousness. 

DireSt. Xll. Employ Chrilt as your furetv in ill 
Cafe*, and in every flrait go to bim for relief, PfiL 
cxix. in. Ifa. xxxviii. 14. Study therefore to he 
veil acquainted will] your Surety, and live Bear him. 
——When the law demands payment of debt, and 
tin** tens you with prifon look to Chriti, and err, 
hard, be farcy for me, Lerd, undertake far »«•— 
Wbtn you are called to pet form duties, bear afflic- 
UOot, refift tempt a tion s, ftruggle with ccnuptiuns, 
Cflgage with enemies, &c. Look Hill to Ch.ift ta be 
your furety, and to undertake for you ; plead witli 
tun to make out that prnmife to you, Dent, xxxiii. 
35. As tby days, to shall tby strength be. 

DheB. X1I1. As you exfeB to live with Cbrifi 
in heaven, fiuiylo live to Cbrijt on earth, 2 Cor. ft 
15. Phil. i. 11. If you would live to Chrifl here, then 
you mu ft make Child's honour and glory your ulti- 
mate end in all your defigna and aftions; and make 
your mod valuable interefls fubfervient to his inte- 
seft and glory. Study an univerfal conformity to 
Chnft'i holy laws and precepts, and make it your 
great bufmefs to approve youifclves to Chrift in all 
things ; Chute the things that pleafe him, and c art- 
fully avsid every thing that is difpleafing to him, 
Psal. cx\x. 30. Jsa, Ivi. 4, 

Direfi. XIV. Cleave faft to Chrifl, and the way 
of bolinefs, •wbatcvtr it may soft you, A&s xi. ij. 

3 Ttni. iii. 1 a. Think not the worfe of Chrifl 

and his ways, that they are perfecutid or reproach- 
ed, and that few do own them. Chrilt foretold this 
and faith, his way is* narrow 111 »^ that few walk 
to. Join with the liltte jlotkv& »\nm*tt'^iii 
« JMwnifed, which VtU lAmAim-Vi wsro^ti&wt 
•our itifierings fcw Choft *«« *»«* * -^ 
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tude to do evil, but cleave to Chrift however few join 
you. 

DireB. XV. Seek approbation of God above that 
of men, 2 Cor. x. ig. What is the applaufe of 
■worms to the fmiles of the God of heaven ? What 
-would it avail us to have poor men like ourfelves to 
commend us, when the great God that made us doth 
condemn us ? ko matter the/ men cenfure or condemn 
our actions, if God approve and commend them* It 
is a very small thing to be judged of man's judg- 
ment, but he that judgeth us is the Lord, 1 Cor. 
iv. 3.4. 

DireSl* XVI. Be much employed in admiring 
God's redeeming love, and Gbrifi's suretyjbip for 
us, 1 John iii. 1 • 1 6. This is the employment of the 
redeemed to all eternity. Rev, v. 9. And all who go 
to heaven muft be acquainted with their work while 
here, Rev. i. 5, O what matter of eternal wonder 
and praife is there in God's giving his dear Son to be 
our furety and Sacrifice, and in the Son's voluntarily 
undertaking it ! 

Direcl* XV IT. Delight much in thinking and 
speaking; of Chrift, and particularly of his death 
and sufferings for us, Luke ix. 31. Rev. v. 9. 12. 
Oh, did he wade through a fea of wrath, a fea of blood, 
a fea of forrows and fufFerings, to bring redempti- 
on to us ? And will we ever forget him I The great 
God takes great pleafure in the work of our re- 
demption, and is well pleafed with our Redeemer 
who undertook it. God repented that he made 
man, but never repented his redeeming man. Now, 
what God delights in, .we Arnold delight in, efpe- 
cially fince we reap the benefit. We fee, from 
Luke ix. Rev* v. that the fubjeft of ChriCTs death. 
is matter of difcourfe and px?\Kc \j& ^as. ^av&sk. 
fociety above. When Moses mA "k\\ct* wskA** 5 



DireSl.. XVIII. Treat otjtBktu taij 
your clcftng witb Cbriji, as futggfliont 

my, that is feeling tbe ruin of your sou 
them, m Chrift did Petei'a coonfel, Ma 
Gtt tbee behind me, Satan. At Satan ■ 
hindered Chrift's dying for ui; fo he wi 

us from relying on thrift's death. Oh; 

I am unworthy of any fhaie in Chilli's i 
jittsw. If you will have nothing b^t w! 
jvortby of, you mud have nothing but be 
was Abraham, Paul, Magdalene, the Th 
croft, the idolatrous Corinthians worth ji 
the Lord called them ?— — Whs icvcr bit 
worthineft, are you willing to apply Chri 
Then fee what Chrift faith to you. Rev. 
Whosoever villi let btm take of tbe ■*« 
freely. . - <J but, laitb ar.olber, my G 
Usui. /int. Caiift thou be more guilty, 
it gracious 2 Doth he not prom>& t j < 
fins that are lite scarlet and crinsjsn, j 
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enough in the gafpel-uflcrs »>d proniif^i to you. 
Believe that wr rd, Lam iii. 15. Tbt L',rd is good 
to ibem ibal •wait for bim, to tbe soul ibat leeietb 
bim. Say to thy foul, " C»n this word of God 
" fail! Has God made thee willing w wait and 
«' feek for him, an! u he not willing to bf fe)oud 
11 of thee? U my foul, do:'! thou ii"t fee an in> 
■' finite perfection in Chad's righteoufnefs, in. 0>""'» 
" blood and merits." We may ft' an «d4 of *!'. 
earthly perfection, but we can fee no end of Chrift'i 
perfection, which is infinite. 

DirtB. XIX. Study much these great gotfeU 
feffint cf denying yourjtlves, and exalting God's 
free grace, Mat. xvi. 24. 1 Cor. i. 3 1- The dffign 
of the goipel is to caft down felf^ and «H 'idol., 
that God alone may be rxalted ; it is to siate 
lelf-nalbing, and Cod all. in point >f wifdmn, 
llrengthj rig hte on fuel's and glory; it is to tgbe man 
wholly eff bimfeif, ar;J call him on Chrift for the 

whole of hi) Falvaiion. It is a good figo of ^ fav. 

ing change upon the heart, when a man U thus 
humbled, and call into the gofpe! ipoqld. when 
self laving ia turned into ftlfloathing, stlf-admir- 
ing into felf-abhoiring, self excufng h-.to fel&accuf- 
ii.g, arid self-seeking into fel ["-denying. 

Direct. XX, Draw all' your jlrcngtb f&r vork 
and -warfare Jrom C.brijl, and present all your du- 
ties toGod in Cbrijl's name, lb. xlv. 14. Col. iii (7 . 
Chrid himfelf tells us, that without Aim it* «» do 
nothing, John xv. j. that is. nothing aright, or 
nothing t£at ia acceptable TO God. 411 our du. 
tiet, if acceptable, nruft he done in Chrift's flrengih, 
and caverett with his rigbteoufmfi. The Jlpoftle 
oyrni that hf b'tmsclfbfi [Cgu-fd not so- much as tffink 
a geoi ibovgtt, 3 Cor. jji* j> ttuf Iff could d p "Jl 

liuwi ihrnurbChrill that /t««*-t&««iI4un.W&Y&. 
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r*. 13. And heftec he exhorts us to be firing in tbc 
Lord, and in tbefo&tr of bij might, Eph. vi. ,0. 
Let 11a think, beftSi .. we go to duiy, ff ova whence 
our {trengtb for it mufl come, and fludy to fetch it 
in by faith, and believing ejaculations ; and when 

we are affifhrd, let us a (tribe the glory ot Jefus, 

Be aflWd of thii'.il! ■, that your moft curtly Ucri- 
ficei are mtfifoOry, if they be not peifumed with 
the fragrant intent- of Chrlil'j merits and intercef- 
fion; and that 700 r faireft rigbteaufneft is but at 
fittby ragt in God's fight, if Chrifl's righieeuliiefs 
do not corer it. Let it therefore be your conftaut 
language- in tbtLord Jefiis have I rightetufneji 
andjlrengtb, Ifa. xlv. 24, ■ > .. 

Direct. XXL' I* aU tbt oMpu ofat*rJ% fit 
the Lord Jlill before you, Put), jm, 8 — X*r. ij. 
Acknowledge him in all your undertaking! and by 
faith and prayer commit your way to hwo, t«ofc to 
him for direction and fuccefi, and depend on him 11 
the father of your merciet, the fum of your Mils, 

the ltrei:gth of your life, the flaff of your bread, the 
breach of your noDrils, and the length of your dan 
Set the Lord always before you ai your almighty 
creator, your loving Redeemer, your rightful own- 
er, your careful prefer ver, your all fufficicat porti- 
on, your holy pattern, your observing witnefi, 
and your awful judge. Undertake and perform all 
ycur anions under a fenfe of God's all teeing eye, 
and of your being accountable to him fur all you 
do. 

Direct. XXII. Whether ye eat, or drinker Tubal- 
foeveryedo, d» all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 
31. We eat and diink to God's glory, when we 
do it for the end that our bodies miy be fitted ta 
ferveoor fouh in honouring and ferviag God; and 
when we receife thefe roeiuca wshvl" " "" " " 
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from the hand of God, and depend upon God's 
blefling to make them nouriQring to us ; and when 
we remember we a:e but Rewards of what we pof- 
ftfs, and are accountable to God the proprietor, how 
we improve thefe earth iy ble flings to his honour 
and fervice.— You mutt alfo apply the bufinefs of 
your callings to God's glory, and this you do, 
when you depend on God to blefs you in it, and 
to profper the work of your hands, and to arm you 
againft ail the fins, fnares and temptations, which 
your bufinefs may~ give occafion to* You ought al- 
fo to pay and receive vifits, and attend company 
with an eye to God's glory, hy blefling God for 
giving yrm friends and earthly accommodations, 
and looking to God for wifdom to behave your- 
felves fo. as ye may do no harm to thefe ye converfe 
with, ncr get any harm from them: But on the 
contrary, may be helped to do them good, and get 
benefit from .them*— You are alfo to undertake 
journies for God's glory, to look to him for pro- 
tection by the way, and for direction, through- 
bearing and fuccefs. 

DireH. XXI 11. Spend as much time aspojfibh in 
fecret prayer and converfe vtitb God, 1 Theff. v. 17, 
And that ye may do this with delight, endeavour 
to keep your hearts always in a Terious praying 
frame, with an abiding impreflion of God upon 
your fpirit8. There is a great difference betwixt a 
ferious fit and a ferious frame, dbab, Saul, Fellx } 
and others, had their ferious fits, but religious per- 
funs only keep their fouls in a ferious frame, and 
ftudy to be. in the fear of the Lord all the day long f 
as God enjoins us, Prov. xxiii. 17. Prayer, that 
it acceptable to God, muft be performed with faith, 
delight and liveliness, and not with deadnefs and 
weaiinefs, as if it were. *\a&. ^t Wfaau KN£«. 



without p*y4t%tffr a j^c^ whi»#f Trtfe^ih- 
hateful tb tfitf Go* ol*tt* We. H*#Ofelfrilg'>lltt 
whom we» worftip, ant! Mth fib |*etfiM~firTOll 
pcrforrtitaat^ But tbey'whb oeflfchV tfttirffc tarfl 
«tjr, Draft have* tftrf dtffi^j i ef Hi* fieiftft fM 
them, P0r/. abotfii. 4. Sofa? tNey whaler* £fr 
fty* in far* an* prayer, (half*** theV*?a i* pe*0 
and Itorifert. - ■*•*■■■ ' 4 ■-/>■■■ -rw^.^J 

jlotf, at *& ** tf tfostt dnHef; Jo*, xfi^ i$ 

pHinbst remifclfr At' wwtf* x cREt6nnn£ MiRUtefi* CM 
<erofoui, ftflOrfyirig ; tb* ittJa#; *£**&$*** to 
<tf, rep*rtfn£ and ^n^ffiv BeTigtotr ft**''** 
formation; u&ir Begin* in isumfietj if wc wutuW 'wnr 
it to bb a^afitf aW ttD^tfslT; Gnd is fjht'titt&ir 
aridfburkfcr tfftmilfetf,' and *er*fcrt ftdtfa *He 
homage irdtilftriiifieir, tifiieh, by Ae* mbrtHnfc «tf 
evening fecfifice of prefer and pfalfe. Go to BiA 
to blefe family-inertias; firppty famfly- wants-, iandi* 
fy farafly-triais; irid redreff f amfly »grie vahces. i ■ 
Early train up children in the way tffey fKoald gd, 
pray ninth for fbe'ftf, ino* lor God's buffing oif the 
means of their education. 

DhreB. XX V. BbgWand aid every ddy <tfttb God y 
Pfal. v. 3— \v. 8. • Let prater he the key to' ©pen 
the heart to God* in the morWng, and Irjck. it i 
gainft afl his enemies at ni^ht. Let no cftrrffian 
fey he earmot pi-ay ;• for prtfyel , is as rieceffary tb 
him as breath, Lam. ifr. $€• Let none fay, they 
have not time for ft ; better take time* from fleept, 
than want? time for prayer. ThirYfc' it not enough 
Uo /ay your* prayers, but triiirf yon 1 rwaSX fray yom 
f^ayersi pray witfcf * frWcerity arid ferVdm*. l Think 
with yourfelf this moTmhg maybe my faff mortt 1 . 
fl#, or tni flight tny \i& tv\^i lor tttafaR^ 



(hat morning comet h of which you will never Tee 
the night, or that night of which you will never fee 
the rooming. Let the corclulion of every day put 
you io mind of the conclufiou of til your day*, by 
the, long night of death, that will put an end to 
all your work, and bring you to count and reckon 
with your great mailer about your work. O to 
lye down every night reconciled with bimj O that 
we could lye down and leave our hearts with Cbtiit, 
and compote oar fpfru* to, at if 'we were not to a> 
wake; tiD the heaven* are no more. 



DirtS. XXVI. Stii*s mom kmometb vbat a day 
may br'tmif*rtb,fp*%d ivory day at it wre to S» 
your lafl, Prov. xxvii. i. Look on yvorfelve* at 



{bwdin* every day at the door of eternity, and 
hundred* of cUfcaie* and accident* ready to open 
the.dpor to Jet you in. No doubt you have foroe- 
timei tppreieodtd yporfelvea nearer death than you 
tbiuk -yewfiuvea jufl -now j yet it it certain, that 
"Heats. w» sever to new; you, nor judgment never 
fa nevyeo,** tbey are at>ceieut. We, who ftand 
every- hour at the door of eternity, Would fpend our 
precwifl hour* wiih the greatefl frugality, feeing 
the work we^bave in hand i* (out work, and work 
on which eternity depend*; and the thne we have 
to work it in, is very (liort, and cannot "be recal- 
led. This (ticrt life being oajy a paflage to eterni- 
ty, it Uioul4 be (pent as a continual preparation fnt 
eternity. Sure tliofe who have immortal fouls fq 
near eternity, have other work to do than trifle a- 
way time in tippling, idle talking, gaming, aod fuch 
dWifton'. 

Direct. XX VII. Sojourn m thh mrtd ot travel, 
hti. helping Jo loefefrom tbi&orld, at to be able la 
pack up and be gone from it nfvmfy Jbvrt varning, 
i Pet, i.*I?. l Cor. vii. ^. -j\. 'KtWt t* 
continuing city nor certain Vooit \scik\ "StresS"* 
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live in any frame, courfe or practice that yon wenH 
not adventure to die in, feeing you know not but 
your next Hep may be into the grave* Guard againfl 
all tbefe fins and evils now in the time of your health 
that may put thorns in your pillow, when ficknefs am 
the harbingers of death approach, fuch as— mifpend 
ing of precious time, neglect of prayer or reading o 
thef criptures, formality and lukewarmnefs in religi 
en, carthly-mindednefs, unthankfulnefs for mercies 
and mifcarrying after them. Neglect of iinprovinj 
Chrift, quenching the fpirit, neglect of conviction! 
breaking of vows, failing from your firft love, return 
ing to old (ins you had mourned over, (Inning againl 
light, and after afflictions, &c. 

DircB. XXXVIII, Be heartily concerned for tb 
coming and enlargement of Gbrift's kingdom in tb 
world, Mat. \n io« Pfal. lxxii. 19. Bewail it 
that his flock is fo little, his fubjects fo few, whe: 
Satan's are fo numerous. Bewail the unfuccefcful 
nets of the gofpel, the reftraint of the fpirit, th 
divilions among chriftians, and the many hindrar 
ces of the progrefs of chriftianity. Lament th 
wrongs and dilhonours done to God by others, cr 
and wreftle for the out-pouring of the Spirit* bot 
at heme and abroad ; pray for the revival of Gcd ! 
work in thefe lands, amidft tbefe declining years 
and in enquiring after public news, have a view t 
this, be concerned for the intereft and welfare c 
Quill's kingdom thro* the world, for the acconr 
piilhrr,ent of God's promifes concerning the dt 
ftrnction of antichrift, Babylon's downfal, the ii 
bringing of the Jews, and the fubduing of the n« 
tioiu. And when you hear of any appearance c 
God's arifing to countenance his word, and coi 
(jner iimitrs hearts to himfelf, whether at home ( 
abroad; rejoice at t\\fc tve^ wkow \N\rca. ^qq 
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E 3 °f g r " : j°>*) ■nd ble& the Lord for them 
all your hearts^- It is rood plealing and ac- 
ible to God, to fee hit people heartily concern-- 
»r the profperity of Jerusalem. 
VtrtSi. XXXIX. Be busy laying up ajtoek for 
It-bed or deatb-bcd, v/bcn all ite-comforll of. 
mttbttqfitUfi to you, t Tim.v'h 19. Lay una 
: t>f faith and patience, a. flock of -evidences 06 
ie love, and of your interefl in Chrifl ; a flock : 
ivine. promifes and experiences of God's loving ■•[ 
nefs, which may be fupporting to you in the ■ 
of fharp trials. When mariners go to tea, they 
ial the Ihip, and provide for a ftorm. And ■■ 
it not we ta fore fee the ftorau of affliction, of ■ 
wfs anil death, and provide and lay up for 
a£. It. will be (aid! if,- when the bridegroom is 
e, we have onr oil then to buy, when the mar- - 
in over. Now is the time far providing oil, now 
e market of grace ; now is the acceptable time ; . 
it the day of falvation. 

)inS. XL. Be looking and longing for the eter- - 
suffer of tbf Lamb, Philip, i. ai. Rev. six. 
Hungry fouls who have taRed the love of Je- 
long for the Lamb's fupper below, that they 
enjoy communion with him here, and this 
es them cry, when mail the opportunity re- 
! When null I come and appear before God? 
en (hall I again fee his power And glory in the - 
luaryf When (liall 1 again tafie his love and 
luefs in the {acrament ? And yet thefe arc but 
11 fore tali ei of the Lamb's fupper above ! What 
ir drinking of the fruit of the vine here, to our 
king it new with Chrift in his Father's king* 
?— Therefore look out, and long for the time .- 
n the day {hall break, and the (hadows flee a- - 
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